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Glossary and Abbreviations 

AMISOM African Union Mission in Somalia 

Amniyad Al-Shabaab’s intelligence wing 

AS Al-Shabaab 

ASNE Al-Shabaab North-East  

ASWJ Ahlu Sunna Wal Jama‘a 

CCTV Closed-circuit television 

CID  Criminal Investigations Department  

Danab Special forces of the SNA 

Darawish Puntland Defense Force (PDF) 

Darwish Paramilitary unit SPF 

Deyr October-December rains 

Emir The highest leader of Al-Shabaab 

ENDF Ethiopian National Defense Force 

Diya Payment of compensation (see also mag) 

FOB Forward Operational Base 

FFM Fact-Finding Mission 

Gashaan Special unit in NISA  

GIA Galmudug Interim Administration 

Gu April-June rains  

Guurti House of Elders  

IED Improvised Explosive Device 

IS Islamic State (ISIS, ISIL, or Daesh) 

ISWA Interim South West Administration  

Jaysh al Usra Military wing of Al-Shabaab 

JDF Jubbaland Defense Force 

KDF Kenya Defence Force 

Liyu Police Regional Police Force of the Ethiopian Somali 
Regional State 

LSPG Lower Shabelle People’s Guard (a former militia) 

Mag Payment of compensation (see also diya) 

MSM Mogadishu Stabilization Mission 

MP Member of Parliament 

Murtadd Apostates 
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NISA (Somali) National Intelligence and Security 
Agency 

PDF Puntland Defense Force (Darawish) 

PMPF Puntland Maritime Police Force 

sab minority group, occupational caste 

SEMG UN Security Council Monitoring Group on 
Somalia and Eritrea  

SLA Somaliland Army 

SLP Somaliland Police 

SNA Somali National Army 

SPF Somali Police Force 

SRCC Special Representative of the Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission 

SWS South West State (of Somalia) 

SWSPF South West State Police Force 

SWSSPF South West State Special Police Force 

UAG Unidentified Armed Groups  

Ugaas Clan elders 

UPDF Ugandan People’s Defense Force 

VBIED Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Device  

Wali Governor 

Xeer Customary (clan) law 

Zakat Religious tax 
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