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Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASO COI Report Methodolog9){(20iereport is based
on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustiva. phrticular event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or
that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determination or mefiany particular
application for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a
particular legal position.

YwSFdzaSSQ>X WNRA1Q FYR &AYAT I NI GSNXYAy2ft23& | NB
appled in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained ithis report.

The drafting of this report was finalised 20 August2021, however the reference period thie report
covers the period 2029 30 June2021, or earlier whenever relevariny event taking place aft&0
Juneis not included in this reportSome additional information was added during the finalisation
phasein response to feedback received during the quality control process 2railigust2021.More
information on the reference period for this report can be found in thethodologysection of the
Introduction.

1The 2019 EASO COI Report Methodology can be downloaded from the EASO C@ Portal


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf

Glossary and Abbreviations

AMISOM
AFRICOM
AS

ASNE
ASWJ

Benadir

BRA
Casualty

Darwish(State level)
Darwish(Federal Police)

ENDF
Fatality
FGM/C
FOB
FFM
FGS
FMS
Gobol
IED

ISISSomalia

Jaysh

KDF
Macawiisleey
NISA

PMP

PMPF

rer guri

rer galti
SEMG

SNA

African Union Mission in Somalia

The United States Africa Command

Al-Shabaabmilitant Islamist organisation in Somalia
Al-Shabaab NortiEast

' Kf dz {dzyyl 2t WIYI WI

Benadir is an administrative regionsoutheastern Somaligfficial

name isBenadir Regional Administratian} covers the same area ¢
the city of Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital.

Benadir Regional Administration
A person who is killed, wounded or incapacitated

State level armed forces/militias/paramilitary/special police

Paramilitary unit of the Somali Police Force distinct from the statt
level unofficial darwish

Ethiopian National Defence Force

A person whb is killed by @ecurityincident or by violence
Female genital mutilation and cutting

Forward Operating Base

FactFinding Mission

Federal Government of Somalia

Federal Member States

Somaliadministrative region

Improvised Explosive Device

Islamic State in Somalia, or ISS; a Sorbalsed affiliate of the
Irag/Syriabased IS (also called the Islamic State of Iraqg in the
Levant/Syria (ISIS), or Daesh)

AH{ KFolF o WENXYEQs olGilfAzy
Kenya Defence Force

Clan militia operating in the Lower Shabelle region

(Somali) National Intelligence and Security Agency

Puntland Maritime Police

Puntland Maritime Police Force

Indigenous Gedo region Marehan

Marehan who relocated to Gedo from central Somalia or Mogadi
UN Security Council Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea

Somali National Army




SNAF
SPF
S/VBIED
UNFPA

Somaliland National Armed Forces
Somali Police Force
Suicide/VehiclgBorne Improvised Explosive Device

United Nations Population Fund
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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide relevant context information in view of the assessment of
international protection status determination, including refugee status and subsidiary protection.
Among others, the report is intended to inform the deveYop y i 2 T contry{ gnidadce
development on Somalia (2022).

The report provides background information and mappinghe& security situationn Somaliaat
regional levelfor the 18 administrative regionforeseen by the Somali provisional constitutia@s,
they existed before 1982, Thereport builds upon precedingcASO COI reporisf the same
project/study with focuson Somalia: Actors Targetedprofiles* and Keysocio-economicindicatorss
Theywere published in the period Ju§eptember 2021

This report provides an overview of the maiecurity trends and incidents in the reference period
(January 202Q 30 June 2021)For an overview of the main state and nstate (armed) actors in the
Somali contextoperating affederal as well as at membstate levekee the report orfSomalia: Actors
This reporon the security situatioprovides etails onconflictdynamics, territorial control/influence,
and(armed) actors at regional levétinally, the report providaggionaldetails aboutsecurity trends,
incidents, their impact on civilian lifenternal displacement, and conflict related humanitarian issues

Methodology

The reference period is from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021. The information gathered is a result of
desk researchand expert interviewsand input until 27 August2021. Some limited additional
information was added during the finalisation of this report in response to feedback received during
the quality control process, und September2021

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodol6d@Xand the EASO COI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (2019).

Defining the terms of reference

The terms of referencdor this report build on the input received from policy experts from EU+
countrieg within the context of country guidance deve@iment on Somalia. Terms of reference for
this report can be found iAnnex 2

Collecting information

The information gathered results from two main sets of sources: extensive desk research using
predominantly public, specialised papeased, and electronic sources until 20 August 2021; and a
number of interviews with oral sources and experts conducteBA$dor the purposes of the report
between 20 June and3 August 2021. All these sources, including when restricted orpudatic
information has been used to cover specific details, were duly referenced and described.

2 Somalia, Provisional Constitution, 1 August 2QtR Art. 49 (5), 72

3EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSmmalia: Actorsluly2021,url

4EASO, Countt of Origin Information Report oBomalia: Targeted profileSeptember2021,url

5EASOQO, Country of Origin Information ReporiSamralia: Key socieconomic indicatorsSeptember2021,url
6 EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report Methodology, Jung2019,

7EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of @fagindtion (COI) Reports, June 2008,
8 EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Targeted_profiles.pdf
https://easo-my.sharepoint.com/personal/michele_gonnelli_easo_europa_eu/Documents/FROM_DESKTOP_SECURITY/IMPLEMENTING_PEER_REVIEW/to%20be%20fixed
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://constitutionnet.org/sites/default/files/adopted_constitution_eng_final_for_printing_19sept12_-_1.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Targeted_profiles.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Key_socio_economic_indicators.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf

The sources used are referenced ie Bibliography Wherever information could not be found within
the timeframes fordrafting this report after carefully consulting a range of sources, this is stated in
the report. The sourcegsed and cited in theeport are included in the bibliography

Quiality control

To ensure that the authors respected the EASO COI Report Methodology aretthe of Reference

were comprehensively addressed, a review was carried out by COI specialists from the countries and
organisations listed as reviewers in theknowledgementssection. All comments made by the
reviewers were taken into ewideration and almost all of them were implemented in the final draft

of this report, which was finalised @&SeptemberR021. EASO also performed the final quality review
and editing of the text.

Sources

In accordance with EASO COI methodology, a rahdéferent published documentary sources have
been consulted on relevant topics for this report. These incladademic publications and think tank
reports and specialised sources covering Som@li; reports by governments; information from civil
socidy, advocacy groups, humanitarian organisations, and N@&@srts produced by various bodies
of the United Nationsand Somali and regionalased media

In addition to using publicly available documentary sources, 8 oral scamcesxpertsvere contaced
for this report. They were interviewed in the period Juda@igust 2021 The types of oral sources
contacted include: scholargiternational experts, Somalexperts, developmentpractitioners,and
sources based iBomalia with reliable knowledge thie situation on the groundsee theBibliography
for additional detailsin addition,during his quality review of this reporBrofessor Ken Menkhaus
provided extensive andetailedcontributions tosupplement the available research information and
addto the overall content of the report. Ehadditional information provided birofessoMenkhaus
hasbeen duly cited.

Security incidents anestimatedfatality data

Reliable dta and sarceson security incident and casualty recording in Somata limited and
difficult to obtain.

Among other sourcesdata on security incidentsare drawn substantiallyfrom publicly available
curated datasets from the organisatiokrmed Conflict Location and Event Data Projd&iCLED).
ACLED collects data on violent incidentS@maliaamong other countriessoding each incident with
the time and place, type of violent incident, the parties involved andstimate orthe number
of fatalities.lt also provides relevant breakdowper region, actor, type of incident, and periothe
information is cdlected in a database that is accessiM@ registration, searchable and kept
continuously up to date.

ACLED codes security incidents as follows: battles, explosions/remote violence, violence against
civilians, riotsprotests and strategic developmentsFor the purpose of this report the following

type of events were included in the quantitative analysis and graghthe incidents:battles,
explosions/remote violenceandviolence against civilianAdditionally, ACLED codastors involved

in security incidents as follows:/ ¢ hw M A& (GKS Wyl YSR IACTORNIbA Yy @2 @S
Wamed actor involved in the evenwhile WA 8y Y2aid OlFasSaz |y S@Syd NBI

9 ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as &fr802021url
10ACLED, ACLED Codebook, 20d9pp. 14
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https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL.docx.pdf

Ot dzyrya W!I/¢hwmQ IINR 3hwidmwSa 2 9SPBBIX 2aA2y akw.
Wt NPGSataQs +FyR W{ NI WM ®RSRSBIAS/1IdY 14 Q OFy Ay
Characteristicand potential limits for COl usef ACLED data are:

1. Data primarily come from secondary sources sucmaslia reports.Lack ofor underreporting
might critically affect thedepiction and the assessment of the situation on the ground.

2.1/ [95Q4 RIGFolLaS 2yfeée LINPGARSA FTAIdz2NBa orF RS

other casualties

I / [ 9 &t&base des not distinguish between civilian ad-civilianfatalities

All ACLED fatality figures provided in this { h Qa / hiNBE NSARANYI 6Sa ol aSR

methodology.In! / [ 95 Qa O2 Ré&lindobdy is iexplSinetiiAccording to its2020

Fatality methodology, incidents of which the original source has reported that they had led

to an unknown number of fatalities, ACLED codes the number of fatalitiesh a6 10H¥ey | O
|.
2

hw

7}
dzi

g1 NI 2 NB @I AAIAYATFAOL Y FGGFrO1 2dziaAiARS 27F
a021LSI AYy Ly FOGAGS 41 NI 2 y:FhsnetNdd Hayyiave ai impact]
on overall numbers of fatalities reportéestimated.

In various instances, particularly ageneral country level, lienever othersourceson security
incidentswere availableoverthe referenceperiod,! / [ 95 Qa Rl G KI @bntras@Sy O2 NN
with other data

Based omJN data ACLED data arldcal mediaconsulted, the drafters conducted a selection of
illustrative incidents per eachdministrative region (18 in total)This selection is not exhaustive. It
aims to present incidentelevant to evaluate the nature of ghiolencen the country When ACLED
data were used for illustrative incidents, where possible, efforts were made within time constraints
to identify the original source of the information referenced in ACLED's raw data files.

Structure and use of theeport

The report is divided inttwo parts: ®ction 1.General description of the security situation in Somalia,
and Section 2.Regional securitgituation and trends In section 1 after displayingvarioussecurity
relevant maps (territorial control, atadistribution, administrative regionsand road network), the
report provides ayeneral description of the security situatiah country level (including Somaliland)
includingcharts and analysis @efggregatesecuritytrends and datain the reference period (January
2020¢ June 2021)In section 2 the report goes on to descrildleackground, conflict dynamicand
security trendsat regional leve(for eachone of thel8 administrative regionforeseen by the Somali
provisional constittion4).1s

Note ontransliteration

A national orthography for the Somali language was codified relatively late by adopting a Latin script
(21 October 1972). Nevertheless, even today, Somali lacks a commonly applied and binding
orthography.

i {2YItA LXIOSs Ofly FyR LISNE2YIt
SR 0 DaB@aAbbaky IVGKSYREGAE WPQ At yRa T

11 ACLED, Acled@ebook, 2019url, pp. 5, 18

12 ACLED, ACLED Codebook, 201 9p. 714

18 ACLED, FAQs: ACLED Fatality Methodology, 2020, 1

14 Somalia, Provisional Constitution, 1 August 2QtR art. 49 (5), 72
15 Please note that this partition, besides being the official partition for the Federal Government of Somalia, is widely used
by national and international bodies, orgartisas, research institutes, and NGOs.
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https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL.docx.pdf
https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL.docx.pdf
https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/02/FAQs_-ACLED-Fatality-Methodology_2020.pdf
https://constitutionnet.org/sites/default/files/adopted_constitution_eng_final_for_printing_19sept12_-_1.pdf

Arabic (Fe@y0s 6KAES WEQ Rafey 2(K ISéHodetes givenitheFactIhatdthar & LIA NJ
sourcesadopt different conventions, the reader will sometimes find other forms of place, clan, and

personal names in the text, including where direct citations are used or in references. See also the
introductory note onClan Maps

Somalis, notably Somali men, are frequently better known by their nicknames than by their formal
names. The same applies to public figures and politicians mentioned in the text, whose nickname is
LINE GARSR AY ljd2aGFdA2y YINJaz adzOK Fa Ay WoSOdGSNI

Maps

See next pages.

16 Hoehne M., Between Somaliland and Puntland, 20i5p.7
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Clan Maps

Below two maps showing clan distribution at a detail level (mostlyctaun). Originally, they are based
respectively on(1) the map by the British anthropologist and expert in Somali clans, loan M. Lewis,
attached to his 855 bookPeoples of the Horn of Africa: Somali, Afar and Sadnad (2) the map by
Abdulgaadir Abikar (1999 Both maps are published below in an editegtsion, as reworked by SEM
Laenderanalyse, to make them more readable and more clearhpidithan the original.

Please notethe nomadic lifestyle of many Somalis, the extensive migration movements since 1991
and thedisagreementgegardingclan genealogiesindclan distributionmake it virtually impossible

to produce a precise map. Thedescrepanciesare clearly visible when comparing the two maps
below, for example the distribution of the Hawiye in Southern Somalia. Contrary to what the maps
show, for the most part there are rexact and clearly defined borders between clan territories.

As already noted in the Note on Transliteration, it is equally important to notice that the spelling of
clan names may vary. In the maps below, the spellings used by the original authors have bee
reproduced verbatim. The spelling variations between the two authors are reflected in the maps (e.g.
Gelimedoy Lewis 1955 vGilmaysoy Abikar 1999).

Although there is a long timspan between the publication of these maps (1955 and 1999
respectively)the differences between the maps should not be understood as changes in the Somali
clan distribution within this timeframe.

191 ewis, I.M., Peoples of the Horn of Africa: Somali, Afar and Saho, International African Institute, 1955
20 Abikar, A., Clan Distribution of the Somalis in Horn of Africa, 1999, as in: ACCORD, Clans in Somalia. Report on a Lecture
by Joakim Gundel, December 2008, p. 30
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Map by Lewis

Please see note o@lan mapsvhile consulting this map
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Figure3. Clan Distribution by Lewis (1953).

21 ewis, I.M., Peoples of the Horn of Africa: Somali, Afar and Saho, International African Institute, 1955
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Map by Abikar

Please see note o@lan mapsvhile consulting this map
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22 Abikar, A., Clan Distribution of the Somalis in Horn of Africa, 1999, as in: ACCORD, Clans iflR8paralia. a Lecture
by Joakim Gundel, December 20084, p. 30
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Road NetworkMap
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1. General description of thesecurity
situation in Somalia

1.1 Recent political and security developments

Somalia is currently in a period of unusually high political turbuleémse.ofAugust2021,the country

is slated to completea longdelayed parliamentary andpresidential election between July and
October 20225 Ongoing disagreements over electoral procedures threaten to delay electidhs st
further, and reflect fundamental absence of consensus on the electoral model and lack of trust among
{ 2 Yl f A I abidaderg2Fblibwing Months of electoral impasse that at times turned violent
(Februarge and Aprite 2021),the Somali political leadersgreedon the main contending issueand

the timetable ofindirect parliamentary electionism 202130 25 July folpper House electionsAugust
10-September 10 for theower House elections and 10 October forpresidential elections: For

F dzNJ K SNJ RS i | Adeéordl systedrjovefnandelstfudturediinstitutions se¢he9 ! { h Q&
COlreport on Somalia: Actor§July 2021y

Security surrounding the election process is a concern and a high p#idtiy.NationalConsultative
CouncilNCC)agreed on the establishment oflamember election securityask force to be placed
under the leadership of the Prime Minister (Mitussein Roble}.The task force comprisall police
commanders of thd-ederalgovernment of Somalid=FG$andthe Federal Member Statesi3S, as
well as AMISONthe African Union Mission iBomaligpolice commander, and is supged to oversee
the establishment of a special poligait that will keep the security of election venuasd locationss

While the elections constitute a potential trigger for insecurity and conflict, endemic forms of
insecurity remain the dominant concern. Of these, the continued threat posed {8ha@daab is
paramount: Al-Shabaab{ 2 Y| fWA INWE R L aft | YA & ddechrediaBeda affiliate | y R
2 NH | ¥ Aszhasiihfe@ten€d to attack electoral delegates and to disrupt the upcoming presidential
and parliamentary election®.As indicated by the Council on Foreign Relatiomsis May 2021
backgrounder,the grouptemains theprincipal security challenge in wéorn Somalia, and continues

to mount lethal attacks against Western and AU forces and civilians in the €gisrbroad overall

goal remains the establishment of an Islamic State in Sornid,its main unifying ide& the

25Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
26 Africanews, Somalia to hold presidential vote in October, 30 June 2621,

79/ CwE {2YFtAlIQa StSOGA2Yy AYLI aasSw ! ONRaraa 2F adGliS odzif R/

BWashingoy t2a0 0¢KS0OX /flaKSa Ay az23dlFRA&AKdz GKNRg {2YIFfAl Q&
2021,url

B/ DX 2Keé {2YFtAlFLQa 9ftSOG2NIt / NKAAAZ
30SPA, From Agreement to Implemenii A 2 yY ¢ KS hLISNF GA2y €
2021,url

31 Africanews, Somalia to hold presidential vote in October, 30 June 2@21,

32EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 2225
33 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

I a
A

CALIISR Ayild2 A2t S,
FGAz2y 2F {2YFfAl QA&

34SPA, From Agreement to Implementation: The Operationalization of S@rialiaL Yy RA NS OG 9t SOGA2y | ANB S

2021,url, p. 3

Bt 1T CNRY ! ANBSYSyd G2 LYLX SYSy(l AtEEionAdgteemant ABBhai A 2y | £ AT |

2021,url, p. 3

36 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

37 International Crisis Group, Son@lAlShabaalz, It Will Be a Long War, Africa Briefing no. 99, 26 June 204, 1
38VOA, AlShabab Threatens to Disrupt Upcoming Somali Electionsyy22QR1 url; see alsdnternational Crisis Group,

Blunting A{ KI 61  6Q& LYLIOG 2y {2Ylfal Qa 9t SO0GA2yas om RSOSYOSNI ¢+

39 CFR, ABhabaab, 19 May 202zl
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.africanews.com/2021/06/30/somalia-to-hold-presidential-vote-in-october/
https://ecfr.eu/article/somalias-election-impasse-a-crisis-of-state-building/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/somalia-lockdown-gunfight-mogadishu/2021/02/19/24154bca-6563-11eb-bab8-707f8769d785_story.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/somalia/why-somalias-electoral-crisis-has-tipped-violence
https://somalipublicagenda.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SPA_Governance_Briefs_13_2021_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.africanews.com/2021/06/30/somalia-to-hold-presidential-vote-in-october/
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://somalipublicagenda.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SPA_Governance_Briefs_13_2021_ENGLISH.pdf
https://somalipublicagenda.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SPA_Governance_Briefs_13_2021_ENGLISH.pdf
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/somalia-al-shabaab-it-will-be-a-long-war.pdf
https://www.voanews.com/africa/al-shabab-threatens-disrupt-upcoming-somali-elections
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/somalia/b165-blunting-al-shabaabs-impact-somalias-elections
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/al-shabab

Wopposition to the Westersd | O1 SR 3 2 @\FHilg/theSrbup @antrols large swathe§rural
territory in central and southern Somaliies level of penetratiomndinfluence has widely permeated
Somali societyt For an overview of AAhabaab territorial control and contested areas please see the
map Approximate Territorial Contralune 2021 For an overview of ABhabaab as a military and

LI2EAGAOLE 2NBFYAAFGA2Y S AyOf deRthe/OI { yQ®A Froila NB/Li22!

Somalia: Actor§July 2021%2 For additional details about conflict layers and dynanaictederal and
regional levekee the remainder of this report.

In the overalfight againstAl-ShabaabOperation Badbaadd is worth mentioningas one of the main
military opeations in the reference perioti Originally lanched in April 2019his operationinvolves
AMISOM, international Y R { 2 YI f A T 2 NO&lked Shabzlle Rid&hadgeSdNgieimK S
Al-Shabaabin the Lower Shabelle regi@outh-west of Mogadishu4In this areawhich isbelievedto

be thesite of A-{ K I 0 lekpinslvamaking factoriesas of mid2020the SNA and AMISOM have
successfully recaptured four maiowns Jannaale, Sabiid, Bariirre and Awdhiigi&Vhile operation
Badbaado 1 is still egoings the planning of the second phadgadbaado 2which ismeant to secure
the roads from Mogadishu to Baidoa and Beledweymasnot yet begunas of May 202@ Another

az

major development in the reference period wasSkabaa Q& 2 FFSy a A Gthte (Juge DI f Y dz

2021)

Al Shabab is the most visible ag@ngerous soukeof insecurity in Somalia, but it is by no means the
only one. Chronic communal and political conflict remains a major deshadiliorcefor Somali
communities? The Somali politicahnd security arena is facthighly influencedy a wider range of
variablesand actorsaffectingthe control and the use of violencAmong thesgthe clansystem and
the relative clan militiagemain a salientexplanatory factor in Somali politics, society and econ@my
In ACLED datalan militias, together witlunidentified armed groupsaccountasACTORS1in almost

18 per cent of the security incidents registeriedhe reference periodJanuary 202Q June 2021 as
shown inFigure7 below. For further details see the sections belowAmned actorsand onLayers of
conflict, as well a®n clan conflict dynamics aegionallevelin the remainder of this reportSction

2). For additional detailabout clan dynamicat federal membeistate leveleethe9 ! { h Qa [/ hL
on Somalia: Actor§July 2021}z

External actors have contributed to Somali insecurity by playing out their rivalnieagh Somali
proxies® Thisis especially the case the relationship between the FGS and the relatively newly
formed FM$3+* and how these interplay with thevariousexternal actorsactive in the Somali context

40 CFR, ABhabaab, 19 May 202!
41UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, 28 SeptembenR@2@; International Crisis Group,
Somalia: ABhabad ¢ It Will Be a Long War, Africa Briefing no. 99, 26 June 20t14p. 1, 1214

42EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporiSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp.58-67

43HIPS, The State of Somalia Report, February 200, 14

44 SIPRI, The European union Training Mission in Somalia: an Assessment, Decemioel, p02Q, and footnote no. 70
45HIPS, The State of Somalia Report, February 200, 14

46 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@gll para.66-67, 77 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2020para.

15; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 20@0para.23; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February 2020para.68,

86

47UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@20) para.66

BTRTWorld, & t SFad on RSIFR Ay ! {,R8Jarle 202%rIARR@EEsAtNegst JORiMd ifal || Qa
Shabaab attack in Somatiaecurity official 28 June 2021rl; VOA Somalia Executes Militants Amid Deadly Atfétk

June 2021url

49 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

51Asper ACLEDRS 6221 !/ ¢hw M A& (GKS Wyl YSR | OG2N Ay@2
FOU2NBRI y2GSR Ay O2fdzvrya W'/ ¢hwmQ YR W'/ ¢hwHQ®
FYR W{GNI GdS3AOnch&oti 2 RYES yATARDY ADRIODIEDOOK, 20119 pp. 5, 18
52EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSmmalia: Actas; July 2021url, pp.77-116

53 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

54 HIPSDysfunctional federalism, July 20201, p. 11;HIPS, The State of Somalia Report, February 20Rpp. 6, 11
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/al-shabab
https://www.undocs.org/en/S/2020/949
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/somalia-al-shabaab-it-will-be-a-long-war.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://heritageinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SOS-REPORT-2020-Final-2.pdf
https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/bp_2011_eutm_somalia_3.pdf
https://heritageinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SOS-REPORT-2020-Final-2.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_485_.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_121.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_798_E.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3850753/files/S_2020_121-EN.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_398.pdf
https://www.trtworld.com/africa/at-least-30-dead-in-al-shabab-siege-in-somalia-s-galmudug-47892
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/least-30-killed-al-shabaab-attack-somalia-security-official-2021-06-28/
https://www.voanews.com/africa/somalia-executes-militants-amid-deadly-attack
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/id/eprint/110878
https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL.docx.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://heritageinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/federalism.pdf
https://heritageinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SOS-REPORT-2020-Final-2.pdf

(notably AMISOM,United States Africa Comman#enya Ethiopig Turley, and Gulf stat@s See
belowand the remainder of tlsireport for further details.

Another major source of insecurity and attrition in the Somali context isctiapetition, at times

violent, between Somaliland and Puntland over contested teriée- Sool and Sanaaggionsc with
Yhtersection oflocal, regional and national dynami@sDuring the reference periofFebruary 202Q)

after the ceasefire brokered in 2018 by the United Nations and the Intergovernmental Authority on
Developmen{IGAD)4htermittent skirmishes resumed between forces loyal to the two Si2ida his
previous reporting perio@® November 2019, 4 February 2020he UNSGadindicatedthoughthat

WENB GA2ya 0SG6SSyYy t dzyhad] rephiined: sfaBle, dofwihstandink ftHeiy’ R Q Q
competing claims to the two regiof¥®or further detailsabout security trends in these regiosee
relevant sections in the remainder of this rep@@ontestedareasbetween Somaliland and Puntland

For otherdetailsabout political andclandynamics at federal member state level se¢evant sub
sections within the Sections 7.6 Puntland and 7.7 Somalidrile 9 ! { h Q& / dnBomAlB: LJ2 NJi
Actors(July 2021}

Finally the Islamic State in SomalisISSomalisor IS$ with its base ifPuntlandse remains over the

reference period another source of insecurity in the Somali contaxthe period Februaray 2021

the targeting of Puntland forcewasreported in Qandala distrigBari region, Puntlandjt the hand

of the groups: other atacks against government security forcegere reportedin Bosasso and in
Mogadishubetween May and August 2024other assassinationaere reportedagainin Bosasso and

in Mogadishuin the periodFebruaryMay 20202 as well asn Qandala and Afgoyat the beginning

of the reference perio@January 2020%.For further details abouf K S I NP dzLJQa LINBa Sy OS=:
area of activities seehapter 6 ISISof tie ! { h Q& /ohS3omali& Ad®rllily 2021} For details

on regional security trends and conflict dynamics see the remainder of this report.

1.2 Armed actors

Somalia is characterised by the presence of numerous state anestaia armed actorsAs Somali
security expertDr. Vanda FelbaiBrowrss puts it YinJore than 60 warringparties are present in the
country, rangingrom clan and warlord militias tearious othemilitant group = A ytlkeflstaRid y 3
State in Somalid$ISSomalid.s”

Most ofthese military and security forces have been addreseetbtailinthe9 ! { h Q& /omL NB L2
Somalia: ActorgJuly 2021% For details on eachrmedactor (strength,territorial control/presence,
dynamicskee referenced pagdslow:

S5 {92 {2YFEAlIQEd t2f AGA0AY ¢KS | &dzrf . dAAYSEAaK wlp3dYyiKSara
56|SS, The various layers to the SomaliBudtland discord, 9 Dember 2019url; ISS, Overlapping claims by Somaliland
and Puntland; The case of Sool and Sanaag, November 201 3p. 35; Hoehne M., Between Somaliland and Puntland,
2015,url, pp. 1921, 36

5TUNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@2D para.

58 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February 2080para.13

59 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 102106, 18-113

60 EASO, Country of Origin Informatioep®rt onSomalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, p.75

61UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@efl para. D

62UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 2080para.24

63 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@20) para.20

64 UNSG, Situation in 8alia, 13 February 202Qrl, para.21

65EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp.74-77

66 Dr. Vanda FelbaBrown is a senior fellow at the Brookings Institute where she focuses on international and internal
conflict, nontraditional security threats, and insurgency, among others. She has conducted fieldwork on a range of
countries, including Somalia. Brookings, Vanda FelByalwn, n.d. url

67 FelbabBrown, V., The Problem with Militias in Somalia, 2020,p. 118

68 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Actorsuly 2021url
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https://issafrica.org/iss-today/the-various-layers-to-the-somaliland-puntland-discord
https://issafrica.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/ear27.pdf
http://riftvalley.net/sites/default/files/publication-documents/Between%20Somaliland%20and%20Puntland%20by%20Markus%20Hoehne%20-%20RVI%20Contested%20Borderlands%20%282015%29.pdf
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3850753/files/S_2020_121-EN.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_485_.pdf
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https://i.unu.edu/media/cpr.unu.edu/post/3895/HybridConflictSomaliaWeb.pdf
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A The FGS Security Forces, including tmeei National Army (84), the Special Forcethe national
Intelligence and Security Agendyi§A, Police Forces, Prison Forees;

A The FMS armed forces, darwish and police forces, for each FMS (Jubbaland, South West State,

BRAMogadishu, Hirshabelle, Galmudug, Puntla@dmalilandy?

The Clan Militia%: for an overview ofmain clanconflictdmilitias in Somaliaat regional level see

the remainder of this report

African Union Mission iBomaligd AMISON);2

United States Africa CommandKRICON3

Al-Shabaaly?

IslamicState in SomalidSISSomalisor ISS)5

Ethiopian National Defence Force (EN&)the Kenya Defence ForcKDf: both Ethiopia and

Kenyaprovide extrabudgetary security assistande Somaliaé Reportedly, besides the AU

contingent (about 4 000 soldie)g” Ethiopia had around 15 O0OBNDFadditional soldiers in

Somalia bilaterallyas of November 2026 Kenya insteadbesides the AU continge&lmost 4

000 soldiers)® had aroundmore than 8 00Goldiersdeployedbilaterallyin Somaliaas ofMarch

202Q#° Ethiopiaone of the most influential actors in Somalspports the Federal Government

of President Farmajo and has also interveneiiitarily in support ofCD{ Q | I&igrial Ay

elections(in 2018 inSouthWest state in 2020Galmudug;s: Kenyahas considerablterests in

Jubbaland and Kismaymd has beer accused of supportinthe local president Madobe against

the FGS2

In a recent(June 2021j)esearch papeon Somali political dynamigaiblished by thd.ondon School

of EconomicsL(SE within the Conflict Research Programnike various authors put forward the
distinction betweertdrmed groupsandpatrons Wg K2 NBy i 2 N INBYSNRG NP d2)
f 2 & | {Thé paPedbgroups together on the one handpatrongXsuch asdéadeships of FGShe
variousFMS, AlShabaab, business elitgslang, andexternal state actor§, andon the other hand
armed actors(such asthe Somali National Army and Police, the various formal FMS foctas,
militias, and AlShabaab forcgg+ According to these authors,@ucial aspect of th&omali contexis

that Ythe boundaries of membershijor all of these groups above constantishift, and that#hany if

not most individuals that could be described as patrons or as violence/security providers are
members, to varying degrees, of multiple categories simultane@ighgpotential corollariesof this

the saidauthorsindicatethat:

A We¢KS Ay i FeSBaselatgely@sinonyrioSs vilik interests of the whoever currently holds
the presidency and the coalition of clan and busiriegsrests who support hif@

>

T I > D> >

69 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 3745
70EASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 77116
71EASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 5255; 77116
72EASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 6772
73EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 7274
74EASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 5867
7SEASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 7477
BLSE{ 2YI f Al Q& t2f AGA0aY ¢KS | adzaft .dzaAaySaak ! {aypaSara t | LX
77TEASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, p. 69;

78 ReutersExclusive: Ethiopia says disarms Tigrayan peacekeepers in Somalia over, S dityember 202Qrl

79EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, p. 69;

80 DW, Could Kenya annex chunks of SomaliaMarch 2020url
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41, 44
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A The SNA &@athéP than an institution, more of a strategically deypdal brand2When this brand
isapplied to clan militias and other ad hoc forces supporting whomever the current FGS President
happens to be, the actions of those militias gain enhanced legitimacy, at least ext@nally

A Wénerally speaking, a givemember of the armed forces has three entities theoretically
competingfor his loyaltyg the clan, the FMS, and the SNA/EE3&or this reasonfor instance
soldiers of the SNA sided with the opposition during the violence in April 202dentioned in
the general description of the security situatien.

Within this context, Al-Shabaab increasingly erables  mafiaesque organized crime operatitn

Leading Somali expert and scholar, RssforKenneth Menkhaus, noted in 2016 thett 2 f A G A OA | Y
soldiers, clans, some businesses, the FGS, and some national contingents in the African Union
peacekeeping forces have all at one time or another actively colluded wiiinataab for reasons
thatrangeNB2 Y G KS GFOGAOFE G2 (K& @Sylt (2 GKS AyalaAy

Based on ACLED d4fagure?), these ardahe relativenumber of incidentsn which the variousrmed
actorsactive in Somalisverecoded as RTOHR. (overa total 0of3 663reportedsecurity incidentsover
the reference periodJanuary 202Q June 2021)

Military and Police Force ¢ AMISOM 17, 1%

Military Forces of Unitec Kenya and Ethiopj&9, 1%

States 76, 2%

Islamic Statel5, 0%

Others 2, 0%
Clan Militias 267, 7% \ |

Unindentified Armed Group|
385 11%

Military and Police Forces ¢
Somalia596, 16% Al-Shabaah2276 62%

Armed Actors and relative number of Security Incidents (as Act®02)- June 2021, ACLED data, 30 June 2021

Figure7. Actors 1 involved in security incidentsSomalia from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021, based on Agia®b

1.3Layers of conflict

Main conflict dynamic Somaliacan be presented for analytical purposes in different layers, which
can be listed as follows:

9 The AlShabaalx; anti-Al-Shabaab ConflicAs mentioned in the introductiomjuring the referece
periodthe main conflict driver in Somaliamains the AlShabab anttAl-Shabaab conflictvith most

B[ {9 {2YFfAlIQad t2f AGAOAY ¢KS | itdesearch Riyrayingeilané 2021, p(38y 1 KS&a A &
[ {93 {2YIfAlFLQa t2fAGA0AY ¢KS ! adaf .daAAySaaK ulppheyliKSara
3031

8AlJazeeray A @I f DNRBdzLJa Of F aK Ay {2 Y)268rilZDRIWA G 23SNJ LINBaAARSyGQa
OISE{ 2YI f Al Q& t2f AGA0aY ¢KS ! adzaft .dzaiaySaak ! {aypiSara t | LX

% Menkhaus, K., Managing risk in ungoverned space: Local and international actors in Somalia, 2016, n.d., p. 117
91EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
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of the securityincidents perpetrated by Abhabaab, primarily as Faind-run attacks targeting Somali
security forces andMISOMandoften involving improvised explosive devicesccording to the Rule

of Law inArmed Conflicts project (RULAEHomalia isn facta party to a noninternational armed
conflict with AlShabaals* while the groupO2 Yy G NP f & Wi N} OdGa 2F NHzNI f OSy
{ 2 Y I *fairdpednaeakesthe Somali society beyondsitAl-Shabaab is designated as a terrorist group

by the UK’ and the US% The FGS, the FMS, some clans, as well as other international actors, such as
Ethiopia, Kenya, the US, aAIISOMare all engagedalthough in various degrees and forms, in the
long-standng conflict againstthe militant atQaeda affiliatedorganisation As elaboratedin the
section aboveArmedactors), for details about all these actors, and theiditary forces see relevant
chapters ofthe 9 ! { ICQlaeporton Somalia: ActorgJuly 2021y For (anti) AlShabaab conflict
dynamics and theireverberations at regional level, please see thmainder of this report$ection

2).

1 The Iner- and Intra-Clan RivalriesAs mentioned in the introduction,rether majorfactor of

clasres that pervade Somalisocietyis constituted by clan rivalries armbmpetitionsover political

powerand scarce resource®{ 2 YI f Al Q& LRt AGAOIt | ghtRenchatiih thedzNJ £ £ |
clan system as well as in racial discriminatioriEhe Somali society is divided into various clan families

- (Dir/lsaaq, Darood, Hawiye, Rahanweyn or Bitiilfle), each one of them comprising several clans,
sub-clans, and sulsub clang; as wel as minority clans, casted communitiesd ethnic minorities??

Somali clans are distributed across the Somali national terrgasywell as beyond itand represent

WLJ2 f-teriitdri@ A £ A G NB Q | y.R Thidsk Briishré fo (sén@ extény éndtable and

transient thougho+ while clan belonging and genealogyorks in the SomaliO2 y § SEG | & ¢
Wa 2 LKA A&GA Ot man® @ytestéd\didichshi@s Within this context dans often

compete with each other, as well against other actorgsuchasthe FGS or the FNISor political,

resource and territorial control, while resorting to a system ‘icticakiclan supporté and

instrumental alliance®” For a general overview of the clan system in Somaliackapter3 Clans of

92UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@l para. 14; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February R@2para. 13;
UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2080para. 11; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 202para. 18;
UNSG, Situation in 8alia, 13 May 202Qrl, para. 15; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February gé2para.20

9 RULAC is a project of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights that identifies and
classifies situations of armed conflict, providing an independent and impartial analysis ofts@mfticapplicable
international law. RULAC, About RULAC, ord.,

94 RULAC, Noimternational armed conflict in Somalia, 30 April 2024,

9 FelbabBrown, V., The Problem with Militias in Somalia, 202y, LJ» munT aSS Fftaz2 LYGSNyFridaAzyl
Current Security and Stability Status, Testimony by Dr. EJ Hogendoorn, 14 Marcluir2018,

9% UN SecurityfCouncil, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, 28 Septemben2020,3; International Crisis Group,
Somalia: ABhabaalz, It Will Be a Long War, Africa Briefing no. 99, 26 June 20t14p. 1, 1214

97 UK, Home Office, Proscribed terrorist groups or organisations, [Updated] 23 April2D21,

98 USDOS, Designated Foreign Terrorist Organizationsun.d.,

9 EASOCountry of Origin Information Report @omalia: ActorsJuly 202 1url

100Baadiyow A. A..Somali Elite Political Culture: Conceptions, Struestuand Historical Evolutip@8 January 202yl
101Eno M.A and Kusow A. M., Racial and Cast Prejudice in Somaliay20dg., 9193

102 ACCORD, Clans in SomalReport on a lecture by Joakim Gundel, COI Workshop Vienna, 15 May 2009 (Revised
Edition), 2009url, pp. 1320; EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp.45-48

103de Waal A., The Prairie Fire that Burned Mogadishu: The Logic of Clan Formation in Somalia, Decembén#018,
2, see also pp. 3, 5, 6, 15, 18, 25; See also: ACCORD, Clans incSepaliton a lecture by Joakim Gundel, COI
Workshop Vienna, 15 May 2009 (Revised &iwlji2009url, p. 8

104de Waal A., The Prairie Fire that Burned Mogadishu: The Logic of Clan Formation in Somalia, Decembén2018,
2, see als@p. 3, 5, 6, 15, 18, 25; See also: ACCORD, Clans in SdRegi@t on a lecture by Joakim Gundel, COI
Workshop Vienna, 15 May 2009 (Revised Edition), 200%. 8
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https://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/files/2018/12/The-Prarie-Fire-that-burned-Mogadishu-final-1.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2poWGhrXvAhXK2qQKHTeQAvgQFjABegQICBAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecoi.net%2Fen%2Fdocument%2F1193130.html&usg=AOvVaw2AwNivDHdK4seN2PAny_5W
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/id/eprint/110878
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/id/eprint/110878
https://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/files/2018/12/The-Prarie-Fire-that-burned-Mogadishu-final-1.pdf

the9 ! { h Q& /omSomaiE BiPoNTiuly 2021)0s For additioral details about the treatment of
clan minorities and clan revenge dynamics skapter W MinoritieQand Chapter®8 Individuals
involved in blood feuds/clan disput@sf the EASCCOlreport on Targetedprofiles (August 2021)e°

For clan conflict dynamics and their reverberations at regional level, please see the remainder of th

report (Section?).

9 TheAnti-ISIS ConflictThe Islamic State in Somalia (ISS or$8i8alia) is a jihadist Islamist group
with affiliation to the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria/Levant (ISIS/ISIL/D&eahdl with base in
Puntlandit Various armed forces, including AFRICOM,Rbderal Security Forces, and the Puntland
armed forces are engaged in various degrees in a warfare ag&irg8omalia which is described
Wi | NeE|Bf & dzy G f I1yvihile & dhRielzbdOattacksalsoin Mogadishiyts and elsewhereis
Intermittently Al-Shabaab and ISBbmaliaalso fightagainst each others causing rival clashes and
assassinations between the group&k-or an overview about ISEBbmaliaseechapter6 Islamic State

in Somaliaofthe9 ! { h Q& /om SomAi& Ad2oMNJuly 2021)7 For (anti) ISIS conflict dynamics
and their reverberation at regional level please see the remainder of this r€pection?) andamong
others the section omBariregion

9 Puntland versus SomalilandAmong other territorial disputes across Somalia, Puntland and
Somalilandcontend overcontrol of the Sool and Sanaaggions - that border the two state
administrations- as well as the area of Ayn, part of Togdheer regidrgool and Sanaag fall within

{2YFE ATl YRQ&A 0 2 dzy RI-kRaBcblanialbaider laifl lWdotoce! @892)fard as paa 2
forward by the Somaliland governmenit the same time lte two dominant clans in the area
(Warsangeli and Dhulbahante) betprio the sameDarood/Harti clan family for which Puntland
O2yaidAaitdziSa GKS O2 NP Fdr gdonah détails abibudzihis 2ofiflicfee tié K 2 Y S Q @
remainder of this report (sections oBoo| SanaagandTogdhee). For additional details at federal
memberstate level abouPuntland and Somalilarehd the contested areasee sections 7.6 and 7.7

ofthe9 ! { h Q& /oh Somaid AdfoMgIuly 202)120

9 Crime Another major source of insecurityn Somaliais criminality in generalas €riminality is
LISNIDI 8A @3S ( KNP ezAKperduéAfridafORjanBat @ayinie Mile®) Somalia rarfkis she
Index, with one of the highest criminality scores on the contipesttile the country scores4™ out of
54 African countrieF 2 NJ Wa | (128AS Rét AllvaysSrgsabBsibie for the attacks, targeted

108EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp.45-56

19EASOQ, Country of Origin Information ReporiSamala: Targeted profilesSeptember2021,url

110Weiss, C., Reigniting the Rivalry: The Islamic State in Somalighabakab, CTC Sewl, April 2019url, pp. 29, 32
L1E|IP, The Islamic State in East Africa, September 2618, 1, 1417

L12E|P, The Islamic State in East Africa, September 2618, 18

13UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 2080para.24; EIP, The Islamic State in East Africa, Selpter®018url, pp.
25-29; see also: Weiss, C., Reigniting the Rivalry: The Islamic State in Somatknabaab, CTC Sentinel, April 2Qi8,

pp. 3031

114UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 2080para.24; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2Q20,para.20; UNSG,
Situation in Somalia, 13 February 20260, para.21; Weiss, C., Reigniting the Rivalry: The Islamic State in Somalia vs. al
Shabaab, CTC Sentinel, April 2Qi&8,pp. 3031

U5CFR, ABhabaab, 19 May 202datl

1186\Weiss, C., Reigniting the Rivalry: The Islamic State in Somalighabalab, CTC Sentinel, April 2Qi9,pp. 29, 32
117EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp.74-77

118|SS, The various layers to the SomalilBrdtland discord, 9 December 2018}

119|SS, Overlapping claims by Somaliland and Pungdi case of Sool and Sanaag, November 2019, East Africa Report
No. 27.url, pp. 35; Hoehne M., Between Somaliland and Puntland, 2Qd5pp. 1921, 36

120EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp.101-116

1210SAC, Country Security Report Somalia, 2 September 2021,

122ENACT, Africa Organised Crime Ind@amalia, 201rl
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Targeted_profiles.pdf
https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CTC-SENTINEL-042019.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2018648/Report_IS+in+East+Africa_October+2018.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2018648/Report_IS+in+East+Africa_October+2018.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_798_E.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2018648/Report_IS+in+East+Africa_October+2018.pdf
https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CTC-SENTINEL-042019.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_798_E.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_398.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3850753/files/S_2020_121-EN.pdf
https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CTC-SENTINEL-042019.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/al-shabab
https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CTC-SENTINEL-042019.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/the-various-layers-to-the-somaliland-puntland-discord
https://issafrica.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/ear27.pdf
http://riftvalley.net/sites/default/files/publication-documents/Between%20Somaliland%20and%20Puntland%20by%20Markus%20Hoehne%20-%20RVI%20Contested%20Borderlands%20%282015%29.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/75c31ca2-4fc4-45c6-bffb-1c780203ac4b
https://ocindex.net/country/somalia

killings and executions iBomalia, which can heolitically (or economicallymotivated or related to
other conflicts or crimes3

9 Other layers The pointsabove are the majolayersof conflictand insecurityaffecting Somalia.
Other confrontationsvhich are more of a political nature amhichdo not necessarily develop into
armed confrontationsinclude the FGS versus the FMS, the IffMS control and governance
dynamics, the FGS versus SomaliJaadional dynamics and role of external actors (notably Ethiopia
and Kenya)For the full overview about these see the report®omalia: ActorgJuly 2021)section

on Country Backgroundndchapter7 onFederal Member States and Somalilard

1.4 Recent securityncidents andtrends

In the period 5 November 2019 7 May 2021 (which corresponds almastii KS LINBaSy G NBL
reference period, January 202Qune 2021 variousUNSGsituationreportsfor Somalia describthe
situation as¥ @ 2 f thréughbu thle entire periodz

As per thes November 2019 7 May 202 UNSGituationreports, theseverethe number of incidents
reported per month in the reference perioth Somalia (as a wholeé)ccording to Ken Menkhause

data show that the level of security incidents has been remarkably steady, suggesting that Somalia is
Yhe site of endemic, not episodic, political, communal, and terrorist viol@efce

123 Belgium CGREEDOC/ASO0MALIE Veiligheidssituatiein Mogadishu [Somalia $e8iiiation in Mogadishu], 29 June
2021,url, p. 19

124EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp.19-22, 77116

125UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@21 para. 14; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February 20Rpara. 13;
UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2080para. 11; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 202@ara. 18;
UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@2D para. 15; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February, gf2para. 15
126 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_485_.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_154.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_121.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_798_E.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_398.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3850753/files/S_2020_121-EN.pdf

Security Incidents in Somalia, January 209tril 2021
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Figure8. Security Incidents, Janua220¢ April 2021, UNS@ata.12”

Thesecurity events showed Rigure8 amount to3 241 security incidents in 2028nd 1110 during
the first four months of 2021as per UNSG data.During the same period ACLED repat2 407
security incidentsn 2020 and02 during the first four months of 202%° No information on UNSG
data collection methodology could be found within the time limits of the research.

As to thevariousconflictlayers see the remaindeff this section(security incidentsviolence against
civilianscivilian casualtigsandthe remainderof thisreport for regional detail§Section?).

1.4.1Security incidents, violence against civiliarestimatedcivilian fatalities

Civiliansk N3 023K AYyidSyRSR GFNBSiGa 2F @OAaA2fSyO0S IyR
violence® Eivilians in Somalia are exposed to indiscriminate attacks, ingudrough improvised
explosive devices (IEDsjher explosive hazards and aerial boantbmentnotes UN OCHA

In the period January 2020April 2021 the UNSG, in his situation reports on Somalia, reported a total
of 4 351 security incidents? No information on UNSG data collection methodology could be found
within the time limits of he researchin the periodJanuary 202@ 30 June 2021ACLERegistereda

total of 3 663 violent eventén Somalia3s ACLED datan these 3 663reported incidentsprovide for

127EASO analysis based on UNSG Situation reports on Somalia: UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19uvap&ta2 ;

UNSG, Situation in 8alia, 17 February 2020rl, para. 13; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2€20ara. 11;
UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 2080para. 18; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2020para. 15; UNSG,
Situation in Somalia, 13 February 20260, para. 15

128 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2Q@2l para. 14; UNSGit&ation in Somalia, 17 February 202tl, para. 13;

UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2080para. 11; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 202@ara. 18;
UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@2D para. 15; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February gél2para. 15

129EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
130 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

131UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 2024.,21

182UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@21 para. 14; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February géi2para. 13;

UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2080para. 11; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 202@ara. 18;
UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@2D para. 15; UNSG, Situation in Sdimal3 February 202Qyl, para. 15

133EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_154.pdf
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the following breakdown?2 212 battles causing2 976 estimatedfatalities 812 explosionsfemote
violencecausing 1 171 fatalitieand 639 instances of/iolence against civiliarsausingan estimated
673 fatalitiesi3* ACLED data do natistinguish between civilian and nanvilian fatalities(see
Introduction, subsection orsourcedor more detailon ACLEQa Y S R2R2f 238

There is no reliable comprehensive source specifically recording casualty and fatality figures in
Somalia. ACLED datai 2 dZNOS a4 Q T2 Odza edtyhated HtSlitiesfdxéd Seblbbnéh ¥
Introduction and Mthodology subsection on Sources for more details)gure9 shows the number

of incidents and theestimatedfatalities caused, by type of event between January 202D end of

June 202er ACLED data:

Somalia Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 2212 2 976
Explosions/Remote violence 812 1171

Violence against civilians 639 673

Total 3663 4820

Figure9. Somalia number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January
2020 andJune 2021, based on ACLED déa.

Still based on ACLED data theidentsabove (3 663jook place in the variouSomali regions, with
following breakdowr(Figurel0):

Security incidents per type and pergion, Somalia 2029 June 2021
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Figurel0. Security eventgcoded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civjlianthe Somali regions,
from 1 January 2020 t80 June 2021, based on ACLED éta.

Figure1l shows thenumber of estimated fatalities per region caused by violent events (Ha#,
exposions/remote violence, violence against civilians)

14 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
185 ACLED, FAQs: ACLED Fatality Methodologyuni.d.,

138EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED D@atadféds, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021,
137EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Estimated fatalities in thBomali region2020- June 2021
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Figurell Fatalities in the Somali regions between 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021, based on ACI¥D data.

Actors/Events Distribution
Al-Shabaab As per the 5 November 20X97 May 2021 UNSG situation repqrtiuring part or the

overall reporting period, ABhabaaB’Y I Ay i AYSR GKS OF LIl oAfAGE G2 Ay1
highLINR F A £ ! G0 (01K aad@mined undeferred in attdcking Somali National Army

and AMISOM forces in Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, Banaadir, Bay, Hiraan, [BakeraJubba,

Gedo, Galguduud and Mudug, with a monthly average of 140 a@EENI (2 GGl O1 GK
NBE 02 @S NBR Nu2NBI2ayRdzOG € F NASNI FddFO01a 3ImAayad &S0dz

As per ACLED data, during the reference periogréthaab is coded as ACTOR 2 ia76 events
resulting in 2 278 fatalities-igurel2 shows thebreakdown per region:

13BEASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1YNSG, Situation in Soreal19 May 2021yrl, para. 15; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February gé2para. 14;
140UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February 20&1para. %

141UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2080para. 15

142UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@20) para. 18; see also UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February20para.

20
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Regional distribution ofl/AShabaab's violent events (coded as Actor 1),
2020June 2021
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Figurel2. Regional distribution of ABhabaab's violent event{soded as ACTOR, 1) January 202030 June 2021, ACLED
datal143

As per the Hiraal Institut8emiannualSecurity Situation repoyin the first half of 2020 Abhabaatis
attributed overall 384 attacks+No information orHiraal Institutedata collection methodology could
be found within the time limits of the researcBuring the same periothe militant group is coded as
ACTOR in649events as per ACLED data.

Still based on ACLED dgggurel3 showsbreakdown per eventand subevent typeof A KI 6 | 0 Qa
violent events (2 276 as ACTOR 1):

143EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
144 Hiraal Institute, Sermnnual Somalia Security Report 2020, 16 July 20205. 5
M5EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Country of origin informationreport | Somalia: Security situation

Event and sulevent types of ABhabaab's violent events (202lune 2021)
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Figurel3 Events and sulvent typesof AlShabaab's violent even{soded as ACTOR, 1) January 202030 June 2021,
ACLED dat#t®

Based orJNSOM data, as reported in thariousUNSG situation reports on Somalia, in the pertod
November 201¢, 7 May 2021Al-Shabaab was attributed followirayerall number ofjrave violations
against childrerfFigurel4):

Grave violations against children attributed teshhbaab
(5 November 2019 7 May 202)
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Figurel4 Grave violations against children attributed to-8habaab in the perio8 November 2012, 7 May
2021, UNSOM data as reported by the UNSG situation reports in Séfhalia.

18 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
147UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2Q@21 para.50; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February 2021para.50;

UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 November 2080para.45; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 20&80para.56;

UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@2D para.53; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 February 2020para.56
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3850753/files/S_2020_121-EN.pdf

Clan militias As per ACLED data, during the reference period, clan militiasoaled as ACTOR 1 in
267 eventsresulting in 499 fatalitieswith following breakdown per region:

Regional distribution ofifh Militias' violent events, 202Iune 2021
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Unidentified Armed Goups. As per ACLED data, during the reference pefiddentified Armed
Groups arecoded as ACTOR 1384 eventsresulting in 305 fatalitigswith following breakdown per
region:

Regional distribution of Unidentified Armed Groups' violent events,-A0#02021
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Figurel6. Regional distribution ofizy A RSy (i A T A S RiolénhN\aWveSt] 1 IuNEBrg 0280 June 2021, ACLED déa

148EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
149EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Gtad@tidesDSomalia, as of 30 June 2@211,
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Armed forces of Kenya and EthiopiaAs per ACLED data, during the reference peiidititary and
Police Forces of Kenya and Ethiomia codedas ACTOR 1 29 eventsresulting in 60 fatalitieswith
following breakdown per region:

Regional distribution of Kenya and Ethiopia Military and Police Forces' violent
events, 202Q0une 2021

45
40
35

30
25 m Violent Events Fatalities

20
15
10

()
\$6 ®® && 1Y) & ® Q

Figure17. Regional distribution of Kenya and Ethiopia Military and Pdli& NXidentvents, 1 January 202@0 June
2021, ACLED dat&®

Airstrikes

As per AIRWARS datthere were in the reference period a total 87 air strikes in Somalit the
hands of the US Africa Command (AFRICE63/MJeclared, and 22 allegetiXin 202015 in 2021 until
August 3. Among the civilian populatiorhese resulted irbetween20-Hy Wi f f 3 SAR/
and 1 in 2021 and betweenl103-207 militant deaths(declared and allegedn 2020 and28-61
(declared and allegedh 202115t As perACLED datan ithe reference periodJS AFRICOM, ong
Wiilitary Force of the United Stat®s | & O2 R S Rsbee@respohdib@ 15 aifdione strikes:
15in 2021, and 61 in 202@sulting in 193 fatalities across Somatkdrigurel8 showsthe breakdown
per region:

RHSAI KA

1S0EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,

151 Airwars, US Forces in Somalia, 3 August 2021,

152EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
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Air/drone strikes and fatalities per Somali region, 2QRMhe 2021
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Figurel8. Air/drone strikes and Fatalities per region in Somalia, 1 January-Z20une 2021ACLED dat#?3

Based on USAFRICOM data in the first, second, and third quarters of 2020, USAFRICOM conducted 33,
9, and 7 airstrikes, for a total of 49 strikédNo information from the same source is available for later
periods.

Explosions/remote violenc€lED,shelling,grenade,suicide bomis)

Regarding IED activities, the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reported an overall
decrease in IED activitiés Somalia in 2020 compared to 2019, with 4é2ordedIED incidents in

2020 and 529 in 2019, resulting respectively in 1 194 and 1 806 caswaleportedly this decrease

is explained b aA3AYATFAOI yi RNBILI AKA GK/ADBRIRSGE NS 0 S v I R
W2 LISNI GA2Y . FTRoFIR2Q oWF20dzaSR 2y fAOSNIGAYy 3 |
{KFoStfS NBIA2YyQUX |yR 2y GKS 20KSNJ KFIYyR gA0GK
6a{toQs gKAOK KI &K@aDAyE DA O Bofldibiidatiof nNINWRAE HakaS @ ¢
collection methodology could be found within the time lisif the research.

{GAEET A LISNI GKS !ba!{ NBLR2NIZ W2@SNIftf Y2aid L9!
(MSRs)in Southy Gt NI f {2YIF Al QY GgAGK [26SN) {KIoSttSxz .t
W[ Saa GKIFIYy &3> 2F it AYOARSyGa 200d2NNBR y2NIK 27
For the same period (2020) ACLED repd£88 IED/landmine/remote explosive incidents, resulting

in 450casualties. Still based on ACLED data there were 147 such events in the first six months of 2021,
resulting in 269 fatalitiess

153EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
154US DoD, East Africa Counterterrorism Operation, Lead Inspector General Reperttaitdd States Congress, 1 July

30 September 202Qrl, p. 16

155UNMAS in Somali&xplosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual Repor, 7

156 UNMAS in Somalia, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual &éepgoré

157UNMAS in Somalia, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual RéeporT,

158 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Explosions/remote violence and fatalities per Somali region,-2R2@ 2021
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Figurel9. Explosions/remote violence and fatalities per Somali region, 1 January 3020une 2021ACLED da#&®

1.4.20ther impacson civilian life

UNOCHAonN behalf of theHumanitarian Country Tearmdicatesin its Humanitarian Need3verview

for Somaligrom January 2021 tha¥ codrBunities living in conflict aredare] severely impacted by

armed violenc@L y 6 NB I R 3 Shée $ngding conflethedhiinued to tieBuce the resilience of
O2YYdzyAGASazT GNRIIASNI RAALI I OSAASY (14 $ NIRA @SraISIRYSR Ok d
accesQWithin this context UNOCHA assessed tRdcially marginated group$are amonghe most
vulnerableandare more affected byHigh levels of acute humanitarian need and lack of protecfon.

In general, wilians in reason of the osgoing conflict experiencédeath and injury, property

destruction, taxation of communities (including through forced child recruitment), land grabbing,
destruction of livelihoods, limited freedom of movement, and limited accessservices and
humanitarian assistan€zs

¢KS al YS NBL}RZNI 3 2v8rd.1 tilffion pegieiad estinfatgddo bé Kingiin cihiti@ 8
affected, rural areas in southern and central Son@28ae for an overviewf main conflict areas see
Figure2 Map Approximate Territorial Control as of June 20Phesecrisisaffected communities are
Wisproportionallyaffected by food insecurity, malnutrition, disease outbreaks and inadequate WASH
serviceQAt the same time, alsoommunities living in areas regained by government forces and their
allies are2 T (i I&ftyithidut protection once those forcewithdrawQ As aconsequencethany are
forced to leave their homes, with some moving fanm@ptivelyQAdditionally, volence and extortion

are arbitrarily perpetrated against civilians at checkpoints, whether manned by police, armed forces
or militias(seesection onCheckpoints and road securityr further details)s:

As perUNOCHAthe total number of people in needasincreased in the last few years, frofn2
million in 2019, to 5.2 million in 2020, tn estimaed 5.9 million in 20210f these 4.8 million are
vulnerable noADPs Reportedly, nearly seven out of 10 Somalis live in povértfgainst this

159 EASO analysis based on [l available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jurie 2021,
160 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 2021, 6

161UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 2024.,21

162UJNOCHA, Humanitarian Nege®verview Somalia, January 2024, p. 6
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ol O1 RNR LJZ ! b h SdmhliargMmaifis®@e ofitHé Imdst inBecure countries in therld to
operate in,particularly for aid workrsQIn the period 1 January31 December 2020, 255 incidents
impacting humanitarian operations (including active hostilities, delivery of assistance, and access
challenges) were recorded, in which 15 humanitarian workers wdledkil2 injured, 24 abducted

and 14 detained or temporarily arrested. In the course of 2019 151 incidents were recorded instead.
For further details about these profiles see sect®d Wreatment ofother individualsopposing or
perceived aspposing AShabaakbf the EASQ@OI Report o8omalia: Targeted profil¢September
2021)164

1.4.3Internal Displacement

In total, at the end of 2020,more than 2.6 million peoplevere internally displaced in Somaliiacing
Werious risks of marginalization, forced eviction and excl@iofs of 1 January 2021 the number of
IDPs in Somalas estimated amore than 2.9 millioriss Based on UNHGRProtection and Return
Monitoring Network (PRMN}here were in Somalia between January 2020 and May aGafal of 1
786 000 newly displacquersons 1 336 000 in 2020, artb0 000 in 2021About 32 per centf these

or 572 000 peoplewere displaced due to conflict/insecurity reasonsFigure20 providesthe full
breakdown per reason of displacement

Number and reasons for new displacements in Somalia,-20&0 2021

Drought related21500Q = Other, 2500Q 1%
12%

Floods 97400Q 55%
Conflict/insecurity
572000 32%
m Floods Conflict/insecurity m Drought related Other

Figure20. Number and reasons for new displacements in Somalia, 1 January, 202@ay 2021, UNHGRPRMN Dshboard
¢ Somaliat®8

For an overview of the conflict/insecurity driven displacements in the Somali regions (departures and
arrivals) in the period January 2020/ay 2021 seé&igure21 below.

163UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 2021, 8

164EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Targeted profileSeptember2021, url
165UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 2024., 7

166 UNHCR, PRMN Dashboardorn of AfricésSomaliaSituation Refugee Situatigrurl

167EASO analysis based on UNHCR, Protection and ReturroManietwork (PRMN), Somalia Internal Displacemenht,

May 2021

168 EASO analysis based on UNHCR, Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), Somalia Internal Displdcement
May 2021
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Conflict/insecurity driven displacements in the Somali regions,-20a9 2021
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Figure21. Conflict/insecurity driven displacements in the Somali regions, 1 January2®2May 2021 UNHCR, PRMN
Dashboard; Somaliats®

For further details about IDPs sites in three main Somali tayWMegadishu, Garowe, and Hargeisa
please see the EASO COI reporSomalia: Key soceconomic indicators™

'ad LISNJ GKS !'bh/ 1! NBLEZ2NI FNRBY HnH mstaleRokotdcied: OSY Sy
and concentrated in informal settlements around urban and{eND | y 7+MedSdvei: Q ©

YDP settlementare often ungoverned, or governed by gatekeepers, and overcrowded.
Displaced people have limited access to protective shelter, safe water and sanitation
facilities, as well as other basic needs. Approximately 85 per cent of the sites are informal
settlements on private land and about 74 per cent are in urban areas, according to the
Detailed Site Assessment (DSX).

In March 2021 REACH conducted another Detailed Site Assessment (DSA) together with the Camp
Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) in ordeprbduce upto-date information on the

location of IDP sites in Somalia, their conditions and capacity, and an estimate of the severity of
humanitarian needs of their residents: in total 2 363 IDP sites, hosting 2 300 210 individuals grouped

in 454 293 buseholds, distributed in 60 districts across Somalia were assessed. Humam&gds

in these sites were assessed on a severity scale that goes from 1 to 4+ corresponding to severity phases
TNRY Wy2ySkYAYAYLFHEQ (2 WayRBBIOINFiuEeRmsdoshey> WSEG

169 EASO analysis based on UNHCR, Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), Somalia Internal Displcement,
May 2021

1I70EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporiSamalia: Key socieconomic indicatorsSeptember2021,url

171UNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 20241.,23

12UNOCHA, HumanitanaNeeds Overview Somalia, January 2@l p. 23

173 For further details on the methodology and the categorisation G€&M and REACH, Detailed Site Asses{D8A)

Key FindingSomalia (March 2021), June 2024, p. 1
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wide findings of this Detailed Site Assessment (%Br acountry overview of severity of nesd
and their regional distribution seeferencedUNOCHAnap.17s

. . Shelter & Water,
Seveity Phase/Scale Foqd S_ecurlty Nutrition Health Protection Non-Food | Education| Sanitation &
& Livelihoods (*)176 )
Items Hygiene

Severe (severity core 3) 32% 85% 20% 17% 4% 56% 35%
Stresqseverity core 2) 19% 8% 9% 23% 50% 43% 16%
No or minimal §everityscore 1) 29% 2% 1% 9% 46% 1% 12%

Figure22 Percentage (%9f surveyed sites (2 636) withgaven responsedatabased on CCCM and REACH assessment of IDP
sites in Somali&’’

Evictions

In 2019 the FGS adopted the National Eviction Guidelines, which provides for the responsibility of the

CD{ Wi2 NBFNIAY TFTNRYZ | YR &iprioddupidrsDdf publidanE | ND A
LINA G GS LINRPLISNIAS&aS FNRY K2YSasx SyOlFyvywSyida FyR
K2dza&Ay3d YR 20KSNIBNBf LB SR | Kizwl b ONR\EROOSE®OE S I dzA F
carried outonly in exeptional and unavoidable circumstances, and resorted to only where no other
FEOGSNYFGABS 2NJ LINY OGAORE YSIFadaNBa 2F AYOISNIISYy(A?z

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) in its July 2020 briefing note, reported that evictions in Somalia
NBLINSASYd | wOz2yadlyid NRA]l FT2NJ @dzZ ySNIoftS O2YY
settlements and other urban poor in densely populated ardaghe same note the NRC noted that

in 2019 only, more than 260,000 people wéitercibly evictedirom their homesn Somaliaincluding

over 150,000 in Mogadishu alomeOn this same pointhie Somalia Protection ClusteBlobal Shelter

Cluste) in its advocacynote from April 2020 indicated more precisely that 268 800 people were
WPF2NOAOEE SPAOGSRQ Ay {2Ylftals AyOtdzZRAY3I mMpc nnr

UNOCHA, in its humanitari needs overview from January 2021 indicated tHd}isplaced people
also camtinue to be the primary victims of evictions from Government buildings and by private
landlords, particularly in Bana@Against this backdrop,es$pite thefact that the FGS had suspended
evictions due to the COWD® pandemicin the periodJanuary October 2020, 14886 people were

174 CCCM and REACH, Detailed Site Assessment{BBRindingSomalia (March 2021), June 2024, pp. 1-8
17SUNOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January @024.,12

6C2NJ FdzZNIIKSNJ RSGFAf & 2y K2g YICEE dn8 REAGDRtaIE SikeAssEsSert (DSA Ay G KA
Key FindingSomalia (March 2021), June 202, p. 4

177CCCM and REACH, Detailed Site Assessment{B8RindingSomalia (March 2021), June 2024, pp. 1-8

178 Somalia, Federal Government of Somalia, National BriGuidelines, 201!, 2.1

179 Somalia, Federal Government of Somalia, National Eviction Guidelines Q391

180NRC, An unressary burden, Briefing Note, July 2020, p. 1

181 Global Shelte€luster, Somalia Protection Clust€gnstant risks, looming disaster: the urgent case for a moratorium on

evictions April 2020url, p. 1
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https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/Somalia_Evictions-Advocacy-Brief-20200406.pdf

evicted from their homesBanadir and Bay regiomegisteredthe highest numbersf evicted people
(99622in Benadirand 21120in Bay.:2

For further detdis about IDPs sites and evict&in three main Somali towns Mogadishu, Garowe,
and Hargeisg please see th&EASO COéport onSomalia: Key socieconomic indicatorsss

1.5 Checkpoints and road securiipy Somalia

Road checkpoints controlled by armed groupthe Somali National Army, militia answering to a

federal member state, police, clan militia;&habaab, and other are afashpoint of insearity and

violencels Thetaxedhat are typically collected there are a form of extortion, and a lucrative source

of income for whoever controls the checkpoints. For precisely this reasoratiediie site of clashes

between rival armed groups: According tointernational expert Vl|linterviewed by EASfor this
reportesWY 20 Af Al Ay GKS O2dzyiNB A& SaaSydiartte | o
a2 YdzOK O2YLISiGAGA2Z2Y F2N O2yWUNRiEKRYE OKNIONAIR AfyXivA
Yhié people are willig to pay whoever they think is the dominant security provider in the area to get

their stuff through3%

Roadblocks are ubigfous in Somaliaee As reported by the UNecurity CouncA Y H /xtaroR WS
and other forms bviolations are commowccurrences at the numerous illegal checkpoints manned
by both State and nostate affiliated armed acto@At that time there were an estimated 142 such
security checkpoints in 42 districts in southern and central Somalia and ifPBatiand. The vaus
armed actors involved in illegal and unauthorized checkpoints had createdtatio checkpoints to
avoid operations set up to remove thert the same time there were ongoing reports of incidents
across the authorized checkpoints in all major acceads in Southern and Central Somaffavithin
thiscontextl y 2NHI yAal A2y ¢2N)] Ay 3 gfegortddid XugustR02Qthat a4 S O dzNJ
persistent intimidation of the population and blockades mounted AShabaabcontinue to take
placeon key socieeconomic corridorsn orderto exert pressure on district centrehis practicés
prevalent in the districts in SouttWest and Hirshabelléwo of the Somali Federal Member States,
see Section2 for details) and is a major source of conceim following districts:Dinsoor, Hudur,
Berdale, Wanlaweyne, Mahadaay, Buulobarde and Jalakagsi.

d.
i

Not surprisingly, commeialand pasenger vehicles have attempted to evade extortion at roadblocks
by using secondaryrack routes in places where that is possibleccording to Ken Menkhaus
however, eports suggesthat this isincreasingly ineffectivest One expert interviewed (gert VIII)

went so far as to say that it is noWLJ2 A yhedaé se€@ndary roads are now monitored as well,
and because governmeitbntrolled towns have main entry and exit points that are unavoidable and
taxed. An example is the road from Dhobley (at the Jubbaliiedya border) towards Afmadow,
which is not meked as a primary road. This secondary road network is extensively monitored by all
sides!®?

182 NOCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Somalia, January 2024.,23

183EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Key socieconomic indtators September2021,url

184 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

185 Menkhaus, K., input from exteal review, 27 August 2021

186 Expert VIII is amternational expert based in Somalidth expertise on security and statauilding issues. He works for
an international organisation with headquarters in Mogadishu and has several years of relevant fezidreein the
country.

187 |nterview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021

188 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

189N Security Council, Letter dated 7 October 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolution 751 (1992) concerning Somalia addressed to the President of the Security Council, 7 Octohat, 2@t8, 24
190 Unpublished written information from a security organisation provided to EASO sAR0A1

191 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

192|nterview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021see also

42


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Key_socio_economic_indicators.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20200903_HNO_Somalia.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Key_socio_economic_indicators.pdf
https://www.undocs.org/S/2019/799

Checkpoints and road taxes vary depending on the armed group enforcingithéirShabaathas a

WNEB | 42 y-2 REARBRY 55 8 R @r flrthet details $ed t8 FASO COl report S8omalia: Actors

July 2021)*where, if the average Somali pays at the start of a rdkael groupissuests receipt and

the persondoes not have to pay again. In the ned-Shabaabcontrolled areas, there is no such

Wdzy ATASR 42aGSYQ NBIFINRAYI LI eyYSyidad C2NI Ayaill yc
Afgooye or Wanlaweyn, at one end of the repaind then be expected to pay again going through
Buurhakaba, because a different group colgrthis ared®® By contrast, roads controlled by clan
YATAGALF 2NJoe 20t 2NIylFdA2yltrf 3FI28SNYYSyld R2 y?
at each checkpoint.

Somali businesspeople and communities have learned to adapt to this environimeeneral the
average Somali can movel NI atry'tRael by roagdalthoughthis entails some risksiccording to
international expert VIlIBelow anexceapt from a written communication with himywhereby he
states:

Wh@PSNIttx GKS YIFI22NARGe 2F GKS LRLMzZ I GA2y OF Yy
this movement is subject to checkpoints and of course various taxes at checkpoints by

which ever armed actor controls the checkpoint. Virtually every local / district
administration as well as -&habaab are reliant on revenue from checkpoints to fund

their activities. However, the situation is very different if you are in the police, military

and ciil serviceg as then you are potentially likely to be targeted by IEDs or kidnapping.

Likewise AMISOM face a similar situation to Somali Government officials and security

personnel.

Hence, i@ 6K2 @2dz NB YR gKI{G @&2dedbhdecuyok y3 GKI G
travel. Although there is a risk of incidents involving civilians due to IEDs planted on
routes that might be triggered by accident.,$or example, whilst the military would
regard the route from Mogadishu to Baidoa as a high risk dorrdue to alShabaab
control over middle of area around Leego, most civilian traffic passes throuigbut
major issues because of the imperative to raise revenue. Similarly, a lot of produce from
farms in Middle Juba, Middle Shabelle and Lower ShaivediesShabaab controlled areas

is found in markets in major towns and one could arguSldbaab benefit from this
traffic or need this to happen as it allows them to raise revenue via taxes and stops
communities rebelling against them for destroying theielihoods. That said, they are
also known to put pressure from time to time on supplies to district centres under
government control to undermine the local authorities, the situation in Hudur in SW State
is a good example of this. Another key issudtiercommunities and businesses is around
the level of taxation on the routes. For example, recent incidents around Wanlawenye
and Jowhar where illegal checkpoints and threats to travellers by local armed groups
resulted in conflict between the local armegoups and aBhabaab who are essentially
competing for control of the revenue on that rou€ee

Security expert | confirms thverallanalysisand he alsopoints out tomobility exceptions such as

the situation in the Bakool region (see for further deils the section onConflict dynamicdor

Bakool).»” Similarly security epert listated: WLIS2 LS S ¢gK2 |NB y2d oA3 yIl YSa
they need to pagran travelLINE A RSR (KIF i GKS& R2 y24 WLINRTSaa
anotherof the contentirg parties As a resultSomalisare Yargely silent about whatever they belie®

and prefer to beHot knowr(Xor any given politicalposition Assoon aghe militant AS groups finds

193Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

194EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, Section 4.3.2 Taxation
195 |nterview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021

1% |nternational expert VIII, email 19 August 2021

197 Interview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021
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out that You support the governmegW e 2 dz OF yy 2 i S@Sy (GKAyYy]l 2F 3J2Ay3
RS T A YA G Sdays setukity éxped® dzQ

In general tavelling entails safety challengess indicated by international expert \\blEven if the

civilian population is noa direct target, travellers and passdrg are WHffected by the violencdy
0SAYy3 bAy (KS ¢gNBy3 Lifdta@sbyd sourcé ikt&viewedBpaminfa dnY Sh Q>
the topic20

Agairst this backdrop, gvernment officials, wherever possible, tend to travel by air. Civil servants,
persons affiliated with the government military personnel, tend to be wary when traveling by road,
because, once outside the district centres, they might come across an AS roadblock, either more
permanent or floating ones. This largely applies to government officials ipalana, Southwed,
Hirshabelle, Benadir and GalmudédiISOM and SNA movements are limited and diffi@lISOM

is always targeted™

IEDs are the main method of targeting AMISOM and theliwy land transport®?More specifically,

a significant number oéxplosions/renote violence take placen Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle
BenadirandLower Jubdsee alsd-igurel9 Explosions/remote violence (IED, shelling, grenade, suicide
bombs) in the Somali region#\ccording to international expert VIl iermsof overall violence and
insecurity, the worst stretch of roaavould be either Lower Shabelle or Middle Shabelle and Hif&an.

In February 202UNOCHA reported that access in many parts of South and Central Somalia was still
affected by the threat of IEDmn key roads and in areas recently controlled by the Government. Aid
delivery continued being delayed or even blocked at checkpoints due to reported harassment and
extortion 2% Similarly, an October 2019 UN Security Council Report noted that access das@h
districts mainly in Southern and Central Somalia was limited mainly due to insecurity along primary
supply routeg® UNMAS reportedhat, in 202Q the three IEDmost affected regions were Lower
Shabelle, Bay, and Bana¢iame as in 20199%¢

For additional detailabout targeted individualsee chaptec WL Y RA @A Rdzl £ & { dzLJLJ2 NI A

z

Supporting the Government, the International Community, and/or as OpposHigkAl 60 I 6 Q 2 F U
EASO COl report @omalia Targeted Profile§September 2021%7

2. Regionalsecurity situation andtrends

Security conditions vary considerably from region to region in Somalia, as @osdoifvinsecurity.
Likewise, some locales feature greater levels of community resilience in the face of conflict
pressuresos

198 |nterview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021

19 |nternational expert VIII, email 19 August 2021

200 Norway, LandinfoSomalia: Praktiske og sikkerhetsmessige forhold pa reiseS@walia [Somalia: Practical and safety
conditions when traveling in Southern Somalia], 28 June 2 %ara. 3.2.2

201 Interview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

202 |nterview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

203|nterview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021

204 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response Plan Somalia, FebruaruQp142

205UN Security Council, Lettertea 7 October 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolution 751 (1992) concerning Somalia addressed to the President of the Security Council, 7 Octohet, pai#®, 14
206 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual Reportu8pp17

207EASOQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Targeted profileSeptember2021,url

208 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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As foreseen by the Somali provisional constitution, Somalia as a whole (including Somaliland)
comprises 18&dministrative regiong® These regions are organised\variousFMSor are part of
SomalilandAs per Article 1 of the Provisional Constitution, Somalia is a Federal2Sfhte. security
situation in each of these 18 regions is addressed bgldvile they are grouped per FMS of belonging

In terms offederal organisation and governance the situation in Somalia can be summarised as
follows:

A Jubbaland, South Sa iG> | ANAKFoO6StfSsE DIFfYdzRdZAAZ FyR tdzyift
different degrees, they hae substantially taken shape as of 2021. Each one of these FMS has its
own president, parliamentary assembly, (special) police, and armed féfces.

A Benadir Regional Administration (BRA), which comprises the federal capital Mogadishu and hence
the site of he FGS, has an unsettled statifs.

A {2YFITAflIYRZ 6KAOK O2YLINARASa p 2F GKS Wyl GAz2yl
constitution refers (art. 7232is a brek-away state that declared its independence from Somalia
in 1991214

C2NJ 0KS FdzZAf 20SNBASg 2F {2YFfAlFQa adlraS 2NAIFYA
Somalia: Actor§July 2021315

Thel8 administraive regions Gobolin Somali) argroupedwithin the regional chapteras follows

Gedo, Middle Juba, and Lower Juba (in Jubbaland); Bakool, Bay and Lower Shabelle-iVeSputh
Benadir/Mogadishu (BRA); Hiraan and Middle Shabelle (in HirshabellexdGadgand Mudug (in
Galmudug); Nugal and Bari (in Puntland); Sool and Sanaag (contested between Puntland and
Somaliland); Togdheer, Awdal and Woogoyi Galbeed (in Somaliland).

2.1 Jubbaland

For an overview of the Jubbaland administration in termgldfelevant dynamics, territorial control,
and governancg(2) presence ofstate level armed forcesand (3) presence of other actors/forces
(federal, international, and localee the EASO Country of Information report@aomalia: Actor&luly
2021)28 For regional details about all the above see the remainder of ttaptei.

2.1.1 Gedo

2.1.11 Background

Gedo region is the secoddrgest regiorby territorial sizeén Somalia’ It is located in the soutlvest
corner of the countryand shares international borders with Kenya to the sewtst and Ethiopia to

the north-west. It also borders with the following regions: Bakool to the north, Bay to the east and
Middle Jubba and Lower Jubba to the south, respectirely.

209 Somalia, Provisional Constitution, 1 August 2QtR art. 49 (5), 72
210Somalia, Provisional Constitution, 1 August 2Q¢tP,

211HIPS, The State of Somalia Report, February 200 bp. 918; HIPS, Dysfunctiahfederalism, July 202Qrl, pp. 714

221 £ 68832 ¢KS t2fA0GA0a 2F wSLINBaSyidliA2yyY Wa23FRA&Kdz { G G d
21I3EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, p. 111

214Hersi M. F., State fragility in Somaliland and Somalia: A contrast in peace and state building, August, p18.11

215EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp.19-26
216 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia Actors July 2021yrl, pp. 7780
217 Global Shelter Cluster, Gedo, nukl,

218 UNOCHASmalia Administrative Map, 31 July 201ir,
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The region consists of 6 districts: Garbahaarey, Luug, Doolow, Belet XalaaedBulo Hawa)Ceel
Waagq(also El Wacgnd Baardheeréalso Bardhera) ¢ KS NBIA 2y Qa DBThelargebtt A &
cities are Bardhere anBelet Xawo.220

The clan composition of Gedo is diverse. The largest and most politicalivitiadily powerful clan

is the Marehan(Darood). They constitute about half or more of the total populatidrest of the

Jubba river, the Marehan clan occupies and dominatesally all of the territory to the Kenyan
borderz221 In EI Waq district, the Marehan share the region with the Garreztarhich speaks Oromo

as well as Somaln the southernmost border area of Gedo and Middle Jubba (at Fafaduun), and along
the river around the town of Bardhere, another Darood clan, the Aulihan (OdgBdeod)clanfamily)

has historically resided and controlled pasture and wdltspockets along the Jubba and Dawa river
valleys, the Marehan coexist with Somali Bantu farming roomties, the Gabaweyne and
Gaaramaarey people. There are also small populations of other Somali clans, such as the Dir, found in
parts of the regionz

On the east bank of Gedo, the Rahanweyn clan predominates in rural areas. The Rahanweyn share the
eastbank area with several other clans, including small communities of Ajuraan {geatiye),
Sheeka(Hawiye) andHirab(Hawiyg. In recent years (since the 1980s), the Marehan have begun to
push their herds into parts of east bank Gedo region, and hiaked claims on farmland along parts

of the east bank as wepk

Finally, the main riverine towns of Luug and Bardhere, both on the east bank, are as piml&99

clan settlements dominated by the Marehan, but inhabited by a mix of Rahanweyn, Maratdn, a
other smaller communities. Marehan presence in, and control of, these towns is a new phenomenon.
Bardhere is today populated both by clans of letgnding residence there such as numerous
Rahanweyn subclans, Aulihan, Ajuraan, Hirab, Harti, and Ashabat also by recent arrivals from
outside the region, including Hab&edir Barawan shoemakers. As such, it is one of the more-multi
clan towns of contemporary southern Somadfa.

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey undertakethbyJnited NationsPopulation FUnqUNFPA
and Somali authorities estimated that the population of Gedo region was 508a#tEngwhich 109
142 people in urban areas, 177 742 in ruasid 144 793 nomad¢ More recert population figures
or estimates could not be founéror IDPs figures see section belowimternal displacement

2.1.1.2Conflictdynamics

According to Somali security exper’lGedq despite being a borderegion, is one of the least
developed regions in Somali@ith the exception of the Jubba river valley, it is resource poor, and
receives lower rainfall levels than any other part of southern Soreralizalso has a poorly developed
roadinfrastructureand limited social service® The underdevelopment of the regiaontributes to
endemic communal conflicts over pasture and waterholes, to rain grabbing along the river, to clan

29UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204/,

220 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 2dgust 2021

221 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

222This claim is the subject of debate. While some argue the Garre are distant kin of the Hawiye clan family, others argue
the clan is more closely associated with the EMjilifle. Th fits the wider ambiguity of Garre ethnic identitenkhaus,

K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

223 MenkhausK.,Gedo Region, 1999, n.d., p. 9

224MenkhausK.,Gedo Region, 1999, n.d., p. 9

225 MenkhausK.,Gedo Region, 1999, n.d., p. 9

226 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31

227Expert | is a leading Somali security and imgefice expert based in Somalia, with extensive national and international
consulting experience. Expert | prefers to remain anonymous for safety reasons

228 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

229|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
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clashes over control ofalued trade towns, and to ambitions of the Marehan elite to claim more

valuable political and business opportunities in Kismayo (Lower Jubba) and Mogadishu. High
unemployment and poverty also facilitate-pAlIK 6 6 Q& | 60Af Ade& G2 inkkBONXzA (0
regionzo

Actorsand control areas/influenceClans are the main organizing principle for regional political actors
in Gedo.Asnoted above, Gedo region is home to multiple clans, each of which pursues its interests
with whatever means it can, atuding recourse to armed conflict. Of these clans, the Marehan are by
far the most powerful clan, both in the region and on the national political scene. The Marehan
exercise hegemonic control over Gedo regibhis is a source of grievance, and fuelseenit clashes
between the Gar and Marehan over El Waq, as well as chronic tensions between the Marehan and
Rahanweyn (or DigMirifle) clans in the riverine and east bank areas. The Marehan armagblves
divided in complex ways: (1) by salan, with diferent subclans frequently clashing ovg@ower,
eldership, and resources;(2) by original homeland, with indigenous Gedo region Mardfiaarer-

guri) often in tension with Mahan who relocated to Gedo from central Somalia or Mogadishu during
the civil war (therer-galti);232 and (3) by adligiance to or opposition to ABhabaab, which has a strong
presence in Gedo and which recruits heavily from the Marehan, capitalizing ogritheances of
Marehan sukclans marginalized by stronger salans2s

Accordhgto Menkhauspf the other clansthe Garre are most vigorous in gawing claims to territory
business, and political rights inside Gedo region, and draws on its politicabgdeptic, and
economic leverage in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia to advance those claims. Clashes with
Marehan in El Waq are frequent. Other clans in Gedo region have more significant interests elsewhere
and so have been less assertive in Gedo retfian the Marehan and Garre. The Rahanweyn political
leadership are primarily focused on political in Baidoa amatiS\West State, which they dominate.

And the Aulihan have morenportant interests in Garissa county, Kenya (especially DadHagee

camp) and, to a lesser extent, Kismayo in the Lower Jubba region.

dan and clan militias are not the only type of act@s.security expert Ihotes?ss the main actors in

the area can be grouped as follow) thefederal government of Somaliadops (2) militia forces
associated withlubbalandegional stateand finally (3) ABhabaab armed force€lan and subclan
militia frequentlymove between these forces, forging tactically and temporary alliana®4.SOM as
well as Kenyan and Ethiopiammops although present, arkess activeaccording to security expert, Il
except for pervdic (usually retaditory) attacks on ABhabaab bases.r@ips (1), (2), (3) are those
NBIffe WNBaAaldAy3d Qi RS HiGiGozaNgai A ehyEEorY8ftendiddy 1S NJ
the accumulation of power in that regiG¥xed

For additional details abouthe presence of AMISOM, SNA, and other armed forces, including
Ethiopian troops (ENDF) and Kenyan Defence Forces @@Rhe report ornSomalia Actors(July

2021 )23

According to security expestand 1} Al-Shabaab controls most of the rural areas in Gedo, while major
towns are like islands under the control of the state and/or other forces (federal, foreign, AMESOM).

230 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

281 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

232These tensions are enflamed by the fact the newcomegatti Maerhan intuded top political and military figures
from the Siyad Barre region came to dominate Gedo region politics despite being new to thblankhaus, K., input
from external review, 27 August 2024ee alsdnterview with Somali security expert I, 20 andRihe 2021
233Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

234 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

235Expert Il is a leading Somali security expert, author, and scholar based in Somalia, with extensive academic and
internationalconsulting experience. Expert Il prefers to remain anonymous for safety reasons

236 Interview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

23TEASOQO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 7780

238 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021; Interview with Somali security expert I, 21 June 2
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As elsewhere isouth-central Somalia, AAhabaab also maintains an active network of informants
and operatives in Gedo region towrisSee below for further details.

Conflict dynamicsand control areas Gedo represents foAl-Shabaalba somewhat strategi area

being at the border with foreign countries (Kenya and Ethiopieferms of crosdorder movements
andlogistics,Gedo is of great importance for-8habaabhoweverthe lack of resources from which

the region suffers preverihe groupfrom puttingW | £ £ (1 K SoTh&gioap fieduényBatndhes
assassination and IED attacks in Gedo region towns, and uses Gedo region as a base from which to
operate in and launch attacks against government and civilian targateith-easternKenya. It has

not been able to use Gedo region to launch attacks inside Bthibpwevers:

Menkhaus stated thani recent years, political infighting within the Somali gowveent has produced

the most significant armed conflict in Gedo region. The rivalry between the FGS and Jubbaland state
has been played out in Gedo region, where forces loyal to Jubbaland President Ahmed Madobe have
clashed with Somali National Army forceserted into Gedo region by FGS Presidglathamed
Abddlahi Farmaajo.Farmaajo has allied with some Mdwen clan militia and political leaders who
NB2S Ol al R2 % 8nbag tHe daivri§ thatAré id e hands fetleral forces, those at the
borderwith Kenya and Ethiopia, or close to it, notably Luug, Doloow and Belet Hawo (or Beled Xaawo)
are the most contested within the 8NJB K Irey-gui@rer-galti confrontation. ApparentlyPresident
Formaajo has managed to consolidate his power base in these three towns, whichraxei
dominated, after dispatching SNA and police units as well as custodial corps to the Hmaever,

at the time of thswriting, forces loyal to strongmn and former Madbe allyJanaan (see for more
detailsthe EASO CQ@¢port on Somalia- Actorg 2 have yet tointegrate with the official secity
apparatus andhre stationed separatelyzs

Asfor the other major towns in Ged&omali security expert | said thaarbahaarey is essentially not
contested because dominated bgr-galti (rer-Dinisub-clanin particular), while Baardheere, although
Wery conteste@and heavily militarisedhas remained in the hands of tiher-guri. Both towns host
ENDF contingents. Ceel Waagq instead remains basically neutral in-snghMarehan competition
because domiated by the Garre clan and securitised by a strong KDF contingent that keeps the town
in hands of thdocal Somali authorities (aligned with Kismayo and the Ogadeni dominated Jubbaland
state administration)Allegedly, ever sinceaRXY I | 22 Q& k yhé rBgialptBeybiiesal? s¢curity
situation in therer-guri dominated towns mentioned above (Luug, Dolow, and Belet Hawo) has
worsened.Before thenthe AFShabaab presence was sowteat contained, and it was still possible
(for government officials) to &vel from Luug to Belet Hawo without escobit this is no longer
possible(at June 2021)notes security expertzs

Reportedly Gedoesidentsare Basily recruite@by Al-Shabaal3+

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (or conflicts) were reported
or were relevant in th&edoregion fon-exhaustivdist):

A Intra-Marehan rer-guri vsrer-galti compettion (see above for details):
A GarreMarehan tersions

239 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
240 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
241 Menkhaus, Kinput from external review, 27 August 2021.
242Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021.
243|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
244EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, p. 78
245 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
246 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
247 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
248 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
249 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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A MarehanRahanweyn tensiorgs®

2.1.1.3Recent gcurity incidents andtrends

Forregionalcomparisorsof recent security incidents and trends seenong othersfollowing figures:

Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional digibution of fatalities;
Figurel2on regional distribution oAH K I 0 lviblénte&ents Figurel5on regional distribution of
danmilitasQ @A 2 t SHigilire16 & Segidnal distribution ofinidentified armed group@ @A 2 Sy (i
events

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

ACLED data indicate that in terms of the number of security incidents, Gedo region ranked seventh
FY2y3 {2YFfAlI Qa NBIA2ya AYy HAnHn | YR yungelid Ay (K
fatalities, the region ranked eleventh in 2020 and tenth in the first half of 2021 Kgpael0 and

Figure 11). Between January and December 2020, 106 security incidents, including battles,
explosions/remote violence and violent acts against civilians, were reported in Gedo, causing 77
fatalities. In the first six monthsf@021, ACLED counted 45 incidents and 69 fatalities in this region
seeFigure23 and Figure25).25
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Figure23. Gedoc Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2021, basedA®TLED dat#?

At the district level, Beled Xaawo and Bardheere recorded the highest number of security incidents
during the period from January 2020 to end of June 2021 (33 incidents each), followed by Garbaharrey
(31 incidents) Kigure24) .2

250 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
251EASO analisbased on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30ulune 2021,

252EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
253EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datezafdeas®d 30 June 2021r]
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Figure24. Gedog breakdown of security events per district fromdanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLEDdata.

ACLED coded-8habaab as ACTOR 1 in 88haf 151 security incidents reported between January
2020 and June 2021, accounting for around®8f the total incidents. 41 of these-8habaakrelated
incidents involved the Somali Armed Forces, while 23 involved AMISOM forces. Another 20 Al
Shabaakbrelated incidents affected civilians. The main types of incidents were armed clashes (53
incidents, sukcategory of battles), followed by use of remeatentrolled explosives, landmines or IEDs
(14 incidents) and attacks against civilians (14 incidemnts).

TheACLED data covering January 2020 to June 2021 list two airstrikes by the US armed forces in Gedo,
in May and July 2020, with no recorded fatalities. Both strikes targeteghAbaab fighters in
DFNB I KI NNB& RA & N2 Acidofling to tBeSrfited Natibh® Sne Grimbré airdtriked

(by unspecified forces) targeting-8habaab were documented in Gedo between August and October
202027 In October 2020, it was reported that an unidentified airstrike ieefghit killed 10 or 11 Al
Shabaab memberss

Regarding incidents involving IEDs, the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reported that
the number of incidents recorded in Gedo was the same in 2020 as in 2019 (17 incidents).

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure25 shows the numbers of incidents aedtimatedfatalities (without
distinction ketween civilian and nowivilian) in Gedo region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Gedo Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 76 70
Explosions/Remote violence 45 35
Violence against civilians 30 41
Total 151 146

Figure25. Gedog number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020 and
June2021, based on ACLED daia.

Of the 146 fatalities recorded in Gedo, the largest number (53 deaths) was reported in Beled Xaawo,
followed by Luuq (32 deaths), Garbaharrey (25 deaths), and Ceel Waaq (21 deaths). When focussing

254EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
255EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
256 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated, Bata&ifsas of 30 June 2024,

25TUNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 2@2para. 16

258 SIN, KDF Special Forces Take out 7 Shaksraorists in Fino, Night Airstrike Kill 11 in Weelshit, 7 October 2000,
259UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analiggport- 2020 Annual Report, 16 June 202, p. 9

260EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, aszif,8@l June 20
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2y AYyOARSyida O2RSR o6& !/ [l district, Wit B3AnCidemtODd & I A y 3
fatalities, had the largest share of the total 30 incidents that caused 41 fatatities.
lllustrative security incidents

On 22March 2021 Ethiopian Liyu police killed at least ten pastoralists in Garayaale villagag
district; the motive of the killing is unknowg#.

Incidents attributed to ABhabaab include a December 2020 attack on an Ethiopian (AMi%0dde

in Burdhubo (Garbaharrey district) that, according teéSAhbaab, leftis Ethiopian soldiers deéaet,

and an August 2020 IED attack on a teashop in Beled Xaawo where SNA members and civilians were
present, killing eight peopfe.

As reported by the UN Secreta@eneral, in February, March and April 2020, fighting erupted in Belet

Xaawo district (near th&enyan border) between the SNA and militia members allied to the security
YAYAAGSNI 2F (GKS Wdzol f I yR Caz{who hadaeRdrtédly dskapa tol | & & |
Gedo from pretrial detention in Mogadishu. Followingé relocation of SNA troopsoim Bardheere

to Beled Xaawo in February 2020 to reinforce Federal Government forces in their conflict with Janan

and the Jubbaland forces,-AllIK I 6 F I 6 WSYiSNBR G(G(KS @I 0FGiSR (2sy 2
RA &G NR OAf It vBa¥ dlsb Eeportdd dn@AdbShabaab executed several individuals it accused of
spyingseor sorcery®®A Yy DI NB I Kl NNE& RA&AGNAROGQa / SSt 2 RRS @)
Initial clashes between SNA and Jubbaland forces eeb8uary 2020efft one soldier dead7: while
Fy23KSNJ a2dz2NOS aidlG6Sa GKIG WwWoSii@SGy2Maich 20200 Yy R T 2 ¢
heavier clashes reportedly claimed six civilian Ie€She UNNB LJ2 NIi SR (KIF 4 GKSNB 41
Ay O NB displ&emenitwith an estimated 5®00 people displaced in Gedo in February and March

20202 The conflict continued into 2021, with renewed fighting reported in Beled Xaawo town in late
January 20245, leaving 21 people dead (most of them child@@hand resulting in further
displacemengr”

In September 2020, several protests erupted in Beled Xaawo, Ceel Waaq and Garbaharrey towns
against the presence of (nelkMISON8) Kenyan forces in Gedo, owascusations that they attacked
locals and abducted three individuals, killing one of them.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somaligg

261EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
262 ACLED, Somalia, 8884 79[source:Caasimadp as of 30 June 2020l

263 ACLED, Somalia, SOM32§staurce:Shabelle Media Netwotkas of 30 June 2020l

264 Calamada, 'Six soldiers killed' in Somak&habab attack, 11 December 2020

265 ACLED, Somalia, SOM3188%urce:Radio Kulmiyk as of 30 June 2020l

266 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 2@2(para. 8

267 UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhet, 361a, 74

268 Somali Memo, Somali militants execute men for 'spying for US', 22 August 2020

269 Calamada, ABhabab 'executes' sorcerer in southwest Somalia, 26 December 2020

270 Garowe Online, ABhabaab militants kidnap 3 aid workéngtroubled Somalia, 3 February 2020

2711 ACLED, Somalia, SOM304&8urce: Twitter] as of 30 June 202d!

272 |nternational Crisis Group, Ending the Dangerous Standoff in Southern Somalia, 14 Julyl 2626,

273|nternational Crisi§roup, Ending the Dangerous Standoff in Southern Somalia, 14 JulyuB0p06

274 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May A@2(qara. 61

275Reuters, At least 11 killed after fighting erupts in Somalia's Jubbagldadtor, 25 January 2021yl

216\JOA, Kenya Denies Role in Somalia's Internal Conflict, 28 Januarur2021,

2IMUNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin January 2021, 14 February B62f, 4; VOA, Kenya Denies Role in Somalia's
Internal Conflict, 28 January 2021|

278USDQOS, 2020 Country Reportstarman Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 March 2021p. 3

279 Garowe Online, Protests against KDF intensify in troubled region in Somalia, 28 Septentherl202
280 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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Other impacson civilian life

AlShabaab and otherarmed néndi  §S | OG2N& | f a2 WwWO2ydAydzSR (2
FNBFa GKSe O2yGNRffSRQY AyOfdzRAY3 Ay =DSday> | YR
2020, AlShabaab abducted three Idcaid workers delivering medical supplies near Beled Xaawo
town.2e2In autumn 2020, the group imposed restrictions on movement for civilians and humanitari
62N] SNE Ay GKS G2¢ya 2F .StSR -+l 62 YR DINBIKI
watSNE &k yAll GA2y S yR Ke@3ASyS LINEPINI vWOvefthe (I NBS
year 2020UNOCHA recorded a total of 2&idents in Gedo that hampered humanitarian access to

L2 Lddzt F GA2ya Ay YySSRXI GKS &aSOdhs#R KAIKSAG FAIdNBE |

K|

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, the UNHCR Protection and Return Monitoring Network
(PRMNgs recorded an estimated 10800 new displacements from Gedo (600 in 2020 and 3600

in JanuargMay 2021), with peaks of over B0 reported in April 2020 and February 2021. Most
displacements occurred within Gedo, with a minority of aroun@®08 people displaced to
neighbouring Middle Juba. Similarly, most of the D06 arrivals of displaced persons in Gedo({69

in 2020 and 3DO0 between January and May 2021) were from other areas within the same region.

The same source indicates that while flooding was the main reason for displacement in 2020 (43

cases), followed by conflict and insecurity (0® cases), conflict and insetty rose to become the

primary driver of displacement during the first five months of 2021 (accounting f@0Q@8ases),

followed by drought nn OF 4aSa0® hT ODK&seNS HigpRacgmeat caused byt nn
conflict and insecurity over the ped from January 2020 to May 2021, the overwhelming majority

(about 39000 cases, or 8%) were reported in Beled Xaawo district, where this type of displacement

was the predominant type across both yeged. OO2 NRAY 3 (12 FAYRAY It FNRY
Joint MultiCluster Needs Assessment (carried out in summer 20204 @fisurveyed households in

Gedo that reported being displaced indicated thatual conflict or fear of conflict in their previous

area (inside or outside Gedo) caused their disptlaent, while 536 of households cited lack of

conflict as the reason for moving to their present location within Gedo.

2.1.2 Middle Juba

2.1.2.1Background

Middle Juba region is located in the southern part of Somalia and shares borders withidineng

regions: Gedo to the north and norfwest, Bay to the nortleast, Lower Shabelle to the east and
[26SNJ Wdzool G2 GKS &2 dzi@do Bualle) KWRE A& NBYSR R{A 1A10 N& @@
Ol LIA G I £ 202Aifib is. thzargksto@ndand most important commercial and strategic urban

areaz®

Parts of the Middle Jubba, especially Bualle distrace among the most inaccessible zones of
southern Somalia, cut off by riverine flooding for several months of the year. By spit@town of

281USDQOS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: SobnislacB 2021url, p. 21

282 Garowe Online, ABhabaab militants kidnap 3 aid workers in troubled Somalia, 3 February @020,

283USDQOS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 Margh, 3021,

284 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021 p. 1

285 please note that the PRMN Dashbodisplays rounded figures only

286 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, as of July 2020}

28T REACH andNOCHAJoint MultiCluster Needs AssessmenGedo, Somalia, JugAugust 2020, February 2021, 1 April
2021,url, p. 1

288 UNOCHASmalia Administrative Map, 31 July 20Lirl,

289 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 Asg2021
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Jilib in the southernmost portion of the region is a crossroad linked to Mogadishu and Kismayo by a
paved road (now in serious disrepand linked to tke west bank of the Jubbaalley by a stratgically
important bridge2e0

Most of the regional population is clusteredgmallfarming villages and in the three main towns of
Saakow, Bualle, andlid, all in the Jubba river valley. The main livelihood in Middle Jubba is
subsistence farming in the fertile river valley, thougbudstantial portion of the population engages

in pastoralism or agropastoralism as well.The Middle Jubba region is one of the poorest areas of
Somalia, andhas been the site of two famines since 1991. Much of itsl9@1 population has been
displacel 202

The region has a very diverse population in terms of clan represent&tfenmost populous ethnic
group in the region is the Somali Bantu, which populate riverine farming villages on both sides of the
Jubba riverMany but not all of the Somali Bantu farming communities have been adopted into
surrounding Somali clans as lstatus members. Some Somali Bantu villages, mainly in Jilib district,
are autonomous from any Somali clan, and refer to themselves as Somtalj Baambarajareer or
rer-Goshas

Thetwo politically and militarily strongest clann Middle Jubbare the Aulihan (Daroodand the
Mohamed Zubier/Ogaden (Darood) clans, both residing on the west GédnekAuliharpopulate the

vast pastoral zone frorthe west bank of the Jubba river to the Kenyan border and into northeast
Kenyain Saakow and Buaale districBuring the early years of the Somali civil War Aulihancame

to control the town of Buaale on the east bank of the river, and maintain aepesthere today.The
Mohamed Zubier are the main clan on the west bank of Jilib district, including the town of Marereey.
Their presence extends westward to Afmadow and Kismayo (Lower Jubba region) and into northeast
Kenya.A pocketof the Bartire (Darod) clan also resides on the pastoral west bank of the river
between the Aulihan and Mohamed Zubir, in the Hagar area.

The east bank of theegionis the mostethnicallydiverseand complex, owing in parbtthe fact that

portions of the east bank, especially in the Jilib area, have been the site of major clan migration and
settlers both in the pravar and wartime eraSaakow distri€ @ast bank is home to numerous Digil

Mirifle or Rahanweyn clans. To theuslo, in Buaale district, east bank residents include the Digil

Mirifle, Ajuran(proto-Hawiye) and DabarréDigitMlIrifle) Of | ya ® WA f A 0 isiRdpdaietih Ol Qa
by a dozen or more clans, the most significant of which are theMigile, SheekalHawiye) Gaaljaal

(proto Hawiye) andHaber Gedir (Hawiye) sub clafi$e latter, along with some other groups, settled

in Jilib district mainly as part of a victorious militia during the civil¥ar.

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey undken by UNFPA and Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Middle Juba was 362 92tmongwhich 56 242 people in urban areas, 148 439 in
rural, and 131 240 nomad#®.More recent population figures or estimatesuld not be foundFor
IDPs figures see section belowlaiternal displacement

290 Menkhaus,
291 Menkhaus,

, input from external review, 27 August 2021

, input from external review, 27 August 2021.
292Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

293 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

294 Menkhaus K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

295 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

296 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31
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2.1.22 Conflictdynamics

The region is very underdeveloped gndith the exception of the ribbon of deteriorated highway
passing through Jilib frodogadishu to Kismays? lacks infrastructuress

Actorsand control areas/influenceFor both security experts, | and Il, Middle Juba is the sole Somali
region, among the 18 administrative regions, that falls entirely and exclusively AkfleK | 6 dfull 0 Q
control 29 Apart fromAl-Shabaabin terms of clan composition, almost all 4.5 clamne represented

in the area However reportedly there is no other activity or actor apart from AlShabaab,
significantly relevanin the region Aan dynamics areapparentlyparticularly affected byA-Shabaab
LINBaSyO0Ss 4KAOK LXLFe&a Ay (KA In2lghicéntici hasi beén NR t S
effectively suppressed by-Shabaalso:

Conflict dynamicsWhile fully controlling the entire territory of the regio®\-Shabaakreportedly
congregates the most powerfédl-Shabaalmen in the regional town of Jilib, which works as a sort of
capital: it is here apparently where higgvel Al-Shabaalactivities tale placeso?

2.1.2.3Recent security incidents and trends

The main source of security incideimsMiddle Jubads counterinsurgeancy targeting AlShabaalse:

Forregionalcomparisorsof recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al K 0 I | 6 Q& sZFigardl %oy iegioGaPdiybiition of

Of Iy YAt AQALIFgel@hy { SE/FA XSyASty GRATaGNRAodzi A2y 2F dzyAF
events.

Security incidents, violence against ciwilis, civilian casualties

ACLED data indicate that in terms of the number of security incidents, Middle Juba region ranked
GoStEFAK Y2y3 {2YFIfAlIQa NBIA2YyAT 020K AY HAHA |
of fatalities, the region rankedighth in 2020 and eleventh in the first half of 2021 (Fegurel0and

Figure 11). Between January and December 2020, 37 security incidents, includingeshatt
explosions/remote violence and violent acts against civilians, were reported in Middle Juba, causing

107 fatalites. In the first six months of 2021, ACLED counted 11 incidents (explosions/remote violence,
violent acts against civilians, no battles) with 38 fatalities Egare26 and Figure28).304

297 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

298 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 Jurl20

29 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021, Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021
300 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

301 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

302 |nterviewwith Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021

308 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

304EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 3@ June 2021,
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Figure26. Middle Juba Evolution of security events coded as battlegplosion/remote violence and violence against
civilians from Uanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED@ata.

At the district level, Jilib, with 29 incidents, accounted for the largest share of the total 48 security
incidents recorded in Middle Jubarig the period from January 2020 to end of June 2021 Fspare
27).308

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians

Jilib -
Bu'aale .
Sakow .

0

Figure27. Middle Juba breakdown of security evenfger district from 1January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLEBUata.

ACLED coded-Shabaab as ACTOR 1 in 13 of the 48 security incidents reported between January 2020
and June 2021, accounting for around%7f the total number of incidents. 12 thfese AlShabaab

related incidents affected civilians, while the remaining single incident exclusively invoi8eddab
members. The predominant type of-Bhabaab violence against civilians was attacks against civilians
(10 incidents), followed by abdtions/disappearances (2 incidents).

5 10 15 20 25 30 35

The majority of the security incidents recorded by ACLED during timsohéh period were airstrikes

(or drone strike®9) by the US armed forces (29 incidents, resulting in a total of 61 fatalities), with
peaks in indent numbers reported in February (7 strikes) and May 2020 (5 stake&r)ring the same
period, Airwars dcumented 12 declared or alleged US strikes with at least 24 to 25 fatalitidse

305EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,

306 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
307EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,

308 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datzak#eas®d 30 June 2021r]

309 See, for example, Airwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Middle Jubba during the period from 1 January 2020 to 30
June 2021), n.durl

310EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, 202,80 June

311 Airwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Middle Jubba during the period from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021), n.d.
url
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deadliest strike occurred in September 2020 in Jilib disttictdeaths}?, followed by a strike in the
same district in December 2020 (8 deat#is).

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiomkigure28 shows the numbers of incidentsdestimated fatalities (without
distinguishing between civilian and naivilian) in Middle Juba region that have been recorded by
ACLED betweemaduary 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

\ Middle Juba Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities \
Battles 7 44
Explosions/Remote violence 29 61
Violence against civilians 12 40
Total 48 145

Figure28. Middle Juba;, number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the pebiesveen January 2020
and June 2021, based on ACLED ##ta.

Of the 145 fatalities recorded in Middle Juba, by far the largestber (104 deaths) was reported in

WAEfAD RAAGNAOGD® [A1S6AaSsE ¢6KSYy F20dzaaiAyda 2y AyOi
Jilib district, with 19 fatalities, that has the largest share of the total 40 fatalities caused by this type

of violencests

lllustrative security incidents

In late June 2021, the prAl-Shabaab media outlet Radio-Rlirqaants reported that the group had
SESOdzi SR FAGS YSy FyR F 62YlLy Ay {126 (26y TF2NJ
them were accaed of assisting US forces in air strikes that targed&8habab militants and

2 T T As0Anbtiied it men \@re executed in Kuunyo Barrow town (mapped as part of Middle

Wdzo Q& WATAG RAAGNROU refedringdozaYoal ndediataNdgs:$ dhilehothe@dd dzR A y 3
locate it in Lower Shabet@) after being accused of spying for the USA and held resgerfsibUS

drone strikes in the same area.

In early March 2021, the group reportedly executed five people accused of working for US imtellige
inJilibtowsz I YR FAGS 20KSNJ I ffS3ISR aLMASa 66K22gSNBE | f
Executions balleged spies were also reported in spesagnd autumn 2026+,

312ZEASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@;Jsee 2021,
also: Airwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Middle Jubba during the period from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021), n.d.,
url

SI3EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
S14EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
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316 Among Radio Al Furgadsxescribed as affiliated to AS by Small Wars Journ&habaab: Information Operations
Strategy Overview, 29 August 2018,

317Radio AFurgaan, Somali militants execute 'US spies' in southern town, 27 June 2021

318 ACLED, Somalia, SOM34]€turce:Caasimadp as of 30 Jun2021,url; see also, for exampl&/NOCHAMiddle Juba
Region- Jilib District, 24 February 2012

319See, for example, AllBanadir;®thabaab oo mar kale goob fagaare ah ku toogatay dad badan oo lagu eedeeyey. [Al
Shabaab again executes many over accusations], 30 June2DMalgan Media, Second US Drone Strike In Somalia
Within Three Days, 6 March 2020]; Somali Dispatch, US bombs the Lower Shabelle region, 20 A0di®surl

320 AliBanadir, ABhabaab oo mar kale goob fagaare ah ku toogatay dad badan oo lagu eedeegéaljddb again

executes many over accusations], 30 Jun2120rl; see also ACLED, Somalia, SOM34190, as of 30 Juner2021,

321 Somali Memo, Somali militants execute five 'US spies' in southern townrchNa21

322Radio Dalsan, Ahabab 'executes’ five Somalis for murder and spying, 8 March 2021

323 Somali Memo, ABhabab execute six for 'spying for US, Kenya and Somalia’, 31 March 2020; see also Radio Kulmiye,
Programme summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmigers 1700 gmt 31 Mar 20, 31 March 2020

324 Somali Memo, Somali militants execute men for 'spying’ for US, UN, Kenya, 5 September 2020
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According to the sources ACLEDersfto, four US strikes alsesulted in civilian casualtie.On

7 April 2020, two civilians were killed and one injured when an US airstrike targetStlahbhab
fighters in Jililszs Another four civilians were reportedly injured by an US airstrike oay 2020 in

WA f A 0 QBarrovwdaliage® &hich was not confirmed by AFRICEMONn 24February 2020, a US
strike hit a farm in Jilib district, killing a m&nWhile the US Afric€ommand (AFRICOM) states that
the deceased man was identified as arSAbabaab commander (and was, therefore, a-ooslianyo,
other sources emphasise that he had no links t&hdbaalss: with telecom officials qated as saying
that he was a local man&NJ T2 NJ { 2YI f Al Q& | ZNMeamizRile, ABRICOBIZ Y 02
confirmed that an airstrike carried out near Jilib town onFEbruary 2020 left two civilians injursgl

and that an earlier airstrike on a house in Jilib, dreBruary 2020, killed a young man and injured
three of her family members4 These civilian casualties were later acknowledged by AFRIEOM.
Earlier, Somali Memo, a pwdl-Shabaab news outlet reported that a US drone strike on d@nuary
2020 killed a civilian man near Ji#bT hisclaim was rejected by AFRICOM, which emphasised that the
targeted person had been an-8habaab membess

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somalia®

Other impacson civilian life

A 2018 Hiraal Institute report quotes a former-habaab district governor in Middle Juba who
mentioned that the group operated a secret prison in Kuunyo Barrow, with most inmates stemming

from the Darood clarohowever, o further current reports on conflietelated imprisonments could

be found.

AH{ KF ol o6 NBLER2NISRfeée F0RdzOGSR aS@SNIt o0dzaAySaays
November 2020, for unknown reasons, according to undisclosed local soiteceBy\cACLEB: These

incidents could not be corroborated by other sources. HowelWNOCHA notes that conflict and

insecurity continue to disrupt economic activities of rural populations in Middle Jabathe same

325EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
326 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30889, as of 30 June 202Radio Risala, Two civilians killed' in fresh US Somalia air strike, 7
April 2020 availale by subscription

327 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31170, as of 30 June 2021,

328US, AFRICOM, CIVCAS Repbruérter, 2020, 2020url

329 Al, Somalia: Zero accountability as civilian deaths mount from US air strikes, 1 AprilrB0O20A, US Airstrike Killed
Telecom Employee in Somalia, Company Says, 25 February#020,

330US, AFRICOM, CIVCAS Rep@ruarter, 2020, 220, url

331 Al, Somalia: Zero accountability as civilian deaths mount from US air strikes, 1 Aprilri2028rowe Online, Somalia:
Hormuud Telecom says US raid kills one of its workers in Middle Juba, 25 Februay2@20azeera, A family mourns as
US drone attacks in Somalia continue, 1 April 2020,

332 Al, Somalia: Zero accountability as civilian deaths mount from US air strikes, 1 Aprir020A, US Airstrike Killed
Telecom Employee in Somalia, Company Says, 25 Februaryu0R&uters, Somalia telecoms employee killed by U.S. air
strike-company, 25 February 2020xl; Garowe Online, Somalia: Hormuud Telecom says US raid kills one of its workers in
Middle Juba, 25 February 2020]

333US, AFRICOM, CIVCAS Repbrudrter, 2020, 20204rl

334US, AFRICOM, CIVCAS Repd@mpuarter, 2020, 20204rl; see also Al, Somalia: Zero accountability as civilian deaths
mount from US air strikes, 1 April 2020}

335US, AFRICOIZ)VCAS Reportdguarter, 2020, 20204r!

336 Among others, Somali Memsdescribed as affiliated to AS by Small Wars Journ&habaab: Information Opeiians
Strategy Overview, 29 August 2018,

337 Somali Memo, Sawirro+Codad: Mareykanka oo Dugeyn ku dilay Nin Shacab ah xilli uu beertiisa ku sotgpsaa [Ph
Testimonies: US bombing kills civilian on his farm], 29 January 2020,

338US, AFRICOM, CIVCAS Repstguarter, 2020, 2020url

339 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

340Hiraal Institute, Taming the Clans:3abab's Clan Politics, 31 May 2008, p. 2

341 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31142, as of 30 June 202ACLED, &wmlia, SOM32521, as of 30 June 2Q2&1,
342UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs Overview Somalia: Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2021, 9 Marahl2p272
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time, reports highlight that humanitéan organisations face impediments preventing them from
reaching populations in need in Middle Jedéand other areas controlled by-Shabaab), including
YO 2y OS Ny aafety of hudmianitari& Svorléers, opposition from other parties to the conflicd a
the reported unwillingness of Ahabaab officials to accept principled humanitarian operations in
F NBlF&a dzyRSN#GKSANI O2y(NRE ©Q

UNOCHA indicates that areas of Middle Juba were among the-afested in Somalia in terms of
protection of childreres Indeed, the United Nations verified 121 instances of (forced) recruitment of
children in Middle Juba during the first six months of 2020, witBl#dbaab responsible for over &

of all cases of child recruitment recorded nationwide during the same pésod.

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, the PRMeé&torded an estimated 1600 new displacements

from Middle Juba (1800 in 2020 and another @0 in JanuagMay 2021), with a peak of about

5000 reported in May 2020. According to this source, Middle Juba has the fifth lowest number of new
displacementd Y2y 3 G(GKS O2dzy iNEQA My NBIA2yad az2aild LIS2L
relocated to other places within the same region, with only a minority of aroud@®displaced to
neighbouring regions like Lower Jubba and Gedo. Meanwhile, PRMN record®f 3&rivals of

displaced persons in Middle Juba (D in 2020 and 1Q@00 in JanuagMay 2021).0f whom more

than half (some 2¥00) were from neighbouring regions, especially Bay and Gedo.

The same source indicates that flooding was the main reasodigplacement in Middle Juba across
both years (accounting for a total of about Q00 cases), with only a minority of ovef30 persons
displaced by conflict and insecurity. While Sakow was the district that accounted for the largest
number of such disptements in the region, in 2020 (but not in the first five months of 2021), conflict
and insecurity were reported to be the predominant reason for displacement in Jilib district.

A large population of IDPs residing in Kismayo are originally residevitddie Jubba, but fear return

to their home because of Ahabaab. This includes returnirefugeesfrom Kenya, who have opted

to stay in kKmayorather than risk arrest (and accusation of spying) or conscription if they returned
to AkShdaabcontrolled areas of Middle Juls.

2.1.3 Lower Juba

2.1.3.1Background

Lower Jubba region is the southemrost region of Somalia. It shares an international border with

Kenya to the west, with Gedo region to the north and with Middle Jubba region toditie-aast. The

NBIA2Y KlFa F2dz2NJ RAGGNAROGAY YAayYleéez2s WHYFFYSE | ¥
Fa 0KS adrasSqQa OFLAGEE Aa YA aYbadr and the thidd djestOA G & =

343UNOCHACOVIEL9 Impact Update No. 14 (as of 25 October 2020), 25 November 200@,. 5;UNOCHACOVIEL9

Impact Update No. 13 (as of 25 October 2020), 25 October 202@,. 5

344 UN Security CounciReport of the UndeBecretaryGeneral for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator,
S/2020/1004, 15 October 2020xl, para. 26

345 UNOCHAHumanitarian Response PlaBomalia, 15 February 2021}, p. 84

346 UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhai, 368, 137

347Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

348 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriamalia, as of July 2020l

349 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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in Somaliasc Though Buaale j&n paper, supposed to be theyital of Jubbaland, Kismayo has been
the de facto seat of Jubbaland government and will likely remairgso.

Menkhaus explained thateinographically, the populatioof Lower Jubé#s divided into ifze sections.

First, dong the Jubba river, Somali Barfako known as Jareegre the main population, including a
distinct subgroup of Bantu called the Mushunguli, who have retained their East African Bantu
language as desceankts of slaves from what is today Tanzania ie 18" century. The largest river
valleytown in Lower Jubba region, Jamaame, is mainly inhabited by them&al (Dir) clan, which
also controls much of the east bank pastoral land around Jamaame Towrsecond zone ike east
bank, where, in addition to the Byomaal, the Tunni (DigMIrifle) occupy grazing areas south of
Jamaame town to the coasind up to Baraawe in Lower Shabelle regidrhird, o the expansive
rangelands of the west bank, which stretch from the Jubba river to the Kenyan bitrel&fphamed
Zubier/Ogaden (Darood) clan controls territory from the Jubba river to through Afmadow district and
into Kenya. Two other Darood clans, the Makabul/Ogaden and Talamoge/Ogaden, control coastal
territory south of Kismayo town across the Kenyarder, mainly in Badaadhe district. The
AulihanfOgadenDarood have a presence in Dobley, near the Kenya bofider. Gaaljaal (proto
Hawiye) occupy a pastoral zone between Kismayo and Afmadibe.Harti (Darood) clan controls a
pocket of rangeland to thémmediate north and west of Kismayo citythe largest Harti clan in
Kismayo is the Majertee®mall pockets of other clayare present in thepastoral west bank as wetk

A fourth zone isthin strip of coastal land and islands south of Kismayo ¢oktbnyarborder, which

are lightly inhabited by the Somali Bajuni, an ethnic group associated with Swahili culture and with
fishing as a livelihood. The Bajuni also reside on the Kenyan coast, where many haatedelimce

the civil warss

Thefifth zone is Kismayo town. The population makeup of the city of Kismayo is complex and is subject
to major changes. Prior to the civil war, it was a cosmopolitan city that was home not only to various
Somali clans but also to Arabs, Indians, and SomalnB#®f the ethnic Somalis residing there, the

two dominant clans were the Harti/Darood, who migrated there by sea in tifecédtury, and the
Mohamed Zubeir/Ogaden (Darood), who populated much of the interior rangeland and who
gradually settled intmeighbourhoodsn Kismayo.Members of other clans also settled irsiayo to

pursue business or assume civil service jobs. Under Siyad Barre, the Marehan clan preseiite grew
Kismayo and the clan enjoyed lead positions in government and busiftess.

Overthe course of the civil war, the city has frequently changed hands, and the clan demographics
have shifted accordingly. Since 2012, Kismayo has been dominated politically, economically, and
militarily by the Ogaden clan, especially the large MohamedeZhilzclan. The Harti clan, which is
mainly urban based and engaged in business, is allied with the Ogadeeasites in the city. Some
Bajuni and a large number of Somali Bantu reside in the city as well, the latter displaced from the
Jubba Valley bwar or fear of Al Shabaab. Smaller communities of other clans, including Marehan,
Biimaal, and Gaaljaal, are present as well. A very large and growing population of IDP and returning
refugee from Kenya, consisting mostly of Diditifle and Somali Bantihave chosen Kismayo as a

safe location. As IDP and returnee nuwergogrow, the Digil Mirifle could become one of the largest
clans in the city, a fact which has raised questions about citizenship rights#here.

350 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 20T, Global Shelter Cluster, Lower/Middle Juba, rud;,Jubaland
Ministry of Public Works, Reconstruction and Housing, UN Habitat and UN JPLG, Kismayo Urban Profile Working Paper and
Spatial Analyses for Urban Planning, October 2080p. 7

351 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
352Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
353 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
354Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021.
355 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021.
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The 2014 Population Estimation Survey aartdd byUNFPAand Somali authorities estimated that

the population of the Lower Jubba region was 489,20@ongwhich172 861 people in urban areas,

161 512 in ruraland 124 334 nomad&$ More recent population figures or estimates could not be
found. For IDPs figures see section belowlaternal displacement

2.1.3.2Conflictdynamics

Comparatively speakind,ower Juba ione of the best endowa regions of Somalia, and has
considerable though mostly unmet potential. It is home to some of the richest irrigable farmland along
the Jubba river; the best grasslands for cattle husbandry in thewat#red Afmadow area; and some

of the best fisheriegn Somalia along the coast. And, Kismayo seaport and the Kismayo international
airport are strategic and lucrative infrastructure assets for whoever controls the city. Kismayo is also
relatively close to the lucrative Kenyan market, and so the region saw@n important transit trade
corridor. Since the declaration of the Julland state, Kismayo has had the additional attraction of
being the seat of the Jubbaland government attracting foreign aid and generating jobs in the
government and in internatioriaaid agencie®? All of these resoures have generatedompetition

and conflict Kismayo in particular has been one of the most contested cities in Sosirat@ 1991

and the scene of recurring armed claskesy S LJ2 NIiSRf & YAayYl &2 gl a WiKS
fighting for during the Civil Waafter Mogadish®@se

The relatively tight control over the city of Kismayo imposed by the Jubbaland security sector, and Al
{KFEollFoQa GAIKG O miéripNER Jubb@a@thakl reded (armed¥conflick i the
region relative to some other parts of Somalia. Kismayo has since 2013 been more stable and peaceful
than was the case duringhe previous two decadeddenkhaus characterisethis isasa ‘Hegative
peacdéXhat is fragle and vulnerabldo armed clashes on multiple front3he increase in security
incidents across the region last year is a reminder of this fragsflity.

Actors and their control areas/influence The most important actors in the Lowenhba are the
Jubbaland state government,-8habaab, and clan leaders and militfas.

Jubbaland state politics is dominated by its President Ahmed Madobe. Madobe came to power in 2012
as leader of the Ogaden clan militia that, with support from #enyan Defence Forces (KDF),
captured Kismayo from /Ahabaalss? He continues to have tight control over that militia, now
expanded andeinventedas Jubaland security force®: Madobe has overseen the establishment of

a modest Jubbaland state civil sesviand parliament, the lagr with representation of all clans in
Jubbaland (though often nat the level they feel they merit). But Jubbaland state auttyois mostly

in his handgs4

Menkhaus gave the view thalibbaland state hatad strong control ove Kismayo town and its
immediate vicinity, including the international airports lbecurity forcelave launched forays up the
Jubba valley to drivél-Shabaab out, but has been unable to hold that teregitseveral towns in
Lower Jubba, such as Afmadanwd Dobleyare also under Jubbaland state conselThe Jubbaland
security forces areegularlypaid and relatively well disciplinetut their effectiveness is limited and

356 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31

357 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021.
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362 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

363 |nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 20@hkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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depends on support from the Kenyataffed AMISOM forces based in amund Kismayo, as well
as support from US counténsurgency personnel. Madobe also operates an informant/intelligence

network in Kismayo that is effective and has made attacks on the city difficult, though not impossible,

for AkShabaab. That informanetwork also has a chilling effect on political oppositiDespite this,
security incidents in the Kismayo were elevated over the past year (discussed &elow).

Most clans in the Lower Jubba maintain an ability to muster a clan miltie Mohamed Zubeclan
(and to a lesser extent thether Ogaden clanshas the advantage obeing the principal clan
populating all Jubbahd state security ators, including police, military, darwish and JISA forces (see
the report onSomalia: Actorgsese These security actorare considered to beJubbalandPresident
MadobeQ @rivate) militia. Even the SNA units stationing in the dngthe SF@ll within his exclusive
O2yiNRft® wSLR2NISRfer WIiKSNB Aa y2iKAy3 GKSe
operations are actually designed and planned from his owinxeR Sy TheéSs@rde pattern applies to
Afmadowt and Dhobley, where Ogadeen and Madobe dominated security foreesugpported by
Kenyaor AMISOM:C2 NJ Y2NBE RSGIFAfa Fo2dzi GKS LINBaSyoOosS
armed forces, including KenyaDefence Forces (KDF) in Jubbalae® the EASO CQkport on
Somalia: Actor§July 2021y7

Al-Shabaab either controls or influences over inafsthe hinterland in Lower Jubba, including most
of the Lower Jubba valley.-8habaab monitors and taxes the flow of goods and people on the roads

Ol y

27

linking Kismayo to Kenya. (for more details see section-pAlIK I 6 1 6 Q&4 W¢l EFGA2y Q A

report on Somalia: Actos”s Al-Shabaab uses the border areas of Lower Jubba as a base from which

to infiltrate and launch attacks inside Kersya.

Conflict dynamics The main conflict dynamscaffecting this region are the Ahabaab amil-
Shabaab confrontatiafi” Al Shabaab launches periodic attacks on the Kismayo periphery, and
occasbnaly succeeds in IED or bombing attacks inside Kismayomnlbrie effective at launching
ambushesand IED attacken dibbalandsecurity sectoror AMISOM patrolsn the countryside US
aerial attacks on Abhabaab targets also occur periodically in the regjion

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (or conflicts) were reported
or were relevant in the.ower Jubaegion fion-exhaustivdist):

A Ogadenvs Marehan clan competitionover control of Kismyo and Jubdland states” This has
been the main source of tension and conflict since 2013, renthins unresolved, but has not

produced major armed clashes in the Lower Jubba region in recent years (though it has in Gedo

region)3so
A Tensions within the Ogaden clgnMohamed Zubeivs Aulihan, and intralan tensions in the

Mohamed Zubiex, over allocation of jobs and power in the Jubbaland security sector. The FGS

leadership has attmpted to exploit these splits by supporting rivatsf Ahmed Madobe for the
Jutbaland Presidencse:
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369 Menkhaus, K., input froraxternal review, 27 August 2021

370|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

37 |Interview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021

372|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

ST3EASO, Country of Origin Informationp@e on Somalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 7980
374Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

S7SEASO, Country of Origin Infieation Report orSomalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 6364
376 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

377 Interview with Somali saurity expert I, 21 June 2021

378 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

379|nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021

380 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

381Menkhaus, K., input from externedview, 27 August 2021

61



https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf

A Majerteen(Harti/Darood)vs AwramalgHarti/Darood) clashedntermittently overdisputed land
southwest of Kismayoat the beginning of 2020 (FebruagyApril), causing more than 50
fatalities.In April 2020 elders from the respective clans agreeddeasefiress2In May-June 2020
the two clans agreed to withdraw armed militia from the affected argas.

2.1.3.3Recen security incidents and trends

Forregionalcomparisors of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distributin of security eventsFigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figure1l2on regional distribution of Il KI 6 | | 6 Q& sZFigardlSoy iegioSabdistfiiution of

Of Iy YAt AQRALIFg@el@Ay { SE/FA XyASty IRATaGNRAodzi A2y 2F dzy AF
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

In 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that the Lower Juba administrative region
ranked third interms of the number of security incidents and fourth regarding the total number of
fatalities (seeFigure10 and Figure1l). Between January and December 2020, a number of 273
security incidents, including battles, explosions or other forms of remote violence and véamnt
against civilians, were reported in Lower Juba, causing 372 fatalities. In the first six months of 2021,
ACLED counted 128 incidents and 126 deaths in this region. The months with the highest number of
incidents were August 2020 and January 2021 [sgere29 andFigure31).3s
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Figure29. Lower Jubg Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians

from 1January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED@ata.

l'd GKS RAAGNROG t S@St I [ 20 6okl sedribylinQdentsq172&vents)f =~ Y A 3
followed by Afmadow District (120 events) for the period between January 2020 and end of June 2021
(seeFigure30).3ss

382NSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 220 para. 35

383UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 208ppara.40

384 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
385EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
386 EASO analysis based on publicly availaGleED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jumé 2021,

62



https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_398.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_798_E.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
Kismaayo

Afmadow
Badhaadhe

Jamaame

o

20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Figure30. Lower Jubg breakdown of security events per district frondanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED%ata.

Al-Shabaab was coded as ACTOR 12m02éhe 401 security incidents, accounting for around/e5f
incidents reported between January 2020 and June 2021. 119 of theSleaBhakrelated incidents
involved Somali Armed Forces or Somali Police Force, 110 involved AMISOM forces, and 28 incident
involved civilians. The main type of incidents were armed clashes (aasepory of battles) (194
incidents), along with the use of remat®ntrolled explosives (26 incidents), and abductions and
forced disappearances or attacks against civilians @@ents)3ss

Between January 2020 and June 2021, Airwars documented one alleged US strikenoary 2020

that killed 35 AlShabaab fighters in Lower JulsgF-or the same time period, ACLED lists 12 airstrikes

by the US military in Lower Juba, resulting in 38 fatalities. According to the sources ACLED refers to,
four of these US airstrikes also resulted in civilian casuatties.

Regarding IED activities, thimited Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reported an increase in IED
activities in Lower Juba in 2020 compared to 2019. It was further noted that the increase was caused

08 (KS aSOdzNRidGe FT2NOSaQ | OGADAGASa&to GoBntedtilegef R |y
activities using IEDS.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitated civilian casualties (deaths

and injuries) in the regiorkigure31 shows the numbers of incidents ardtimatedfatalities (without

distinction between civilian and necivilian) in Lower Juba region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 anahé of June 2021, by type of ideint:

Lower Juba Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 281 306
Explosions/Remote violence 80 153
Violence against civilians 40 39
Total 401 498

Figure31. Lower Jubg number of security incidents arfdtalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020
and June 2021, based on ACLED &%ta.

Of the 498 fatalities recorded in Lower Juba between January 2020 and end of June 2021, the vast
majority (231 deaths) were reported iKismayo, ahead of Afmadow (114 deaths), Jamaame (90
RSIGKAOS YR . I RKFIRKS 6co RSIGKAO® 2 KSYy F20dAAY
OAGAE Al YyAQr Y2ali 2F GKS nn AYyOARSyGa GKIFG OF dza S
incidents and 18 fatalities®

387EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 88 June 2021,
388 EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
389 Ajrwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Lower Juba during the period from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021), n.d.,
390EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
391UNMAS, Eplosive Hazard Analysis Repa2020 Annual Report, 16 June 202, p.9

392EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Batadfiiesas of 30 June 202!,
393EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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lllustrative security incidents

In Kismayo district, an Ahabaab attack killed between eightand twelve soldiers and wounded
several others on 2Blarch 20213

On 28December 2020, eigkt or nine®” civilians were killed, andwo others injured when an Al
Shabaab IED exploded in Afmadow disteict.

On 11September 2020, an Ahabaab suicide bomber killed between #¢@nd six civilians and
injured several others in Kismayo distriet.

According to ABhabaab, 16 soldiersadi in an attack by AAhabaab militias on September 2020 in
Afmadow districto: For the same incident, dpa international reported at least two soldiers killed and
one injuredso2

On 13July 2020, an Abhabaab IED detonated near Buulo Gaduud village, killing ten Jubbaland
(Jwbaland) soldiers and wounding ten othefs.

In May 2020the SecretanyGeneral of the United Nations (UNSG) reported that clashes over disputed
land between the Majeerteen and Awramleh clans, which had claimed over 50 lives between
2 February and 2\pril 2020, had been settledt ACLED data for this period aisglude several fatal
clashes between the two clans, including a single incident that resulted in 18 deaths.

In January 2020, an airstrike by suspecteerdd® Kenyan forces killed threeto four«s locals at a
wedding in Afmadow, another warplane alleh® belong to the US military reportedly injured a
civilian woman in Jamaame.In April 2020, it was reported that a prominent leader of the Jareer
Weyne was killed in a US airstrike in Jamaania. January 2021, a man was killed by a US airstrike
targeted at an AlShabaab base in Jamaare.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somalia2

M 2YLFEA aSY23 {2YIFtA YAtAGlIyda WiAftf SAIKG a2t RASND ySFEN Y
395 ACLED, Somalia, SOM33510, as of 30 June 2021,

396 ACLED, Somalia, SOM32874, as of 30 June 2021,

397Radio Shabelle, Nine killed in Somalia ExplosiorD@8ember 202Qurl

398 ACLED, Somalia, SOM32874, as of 30 June 2021,

399 Xinhua News Agency, 2 killed in southern Somalia blast, 11 Septembeufl020,

400 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31946, as of 30 June 2021,

401 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31970, as of 30 June 2021,

402dpa international, Two somadbldiers killed after abhabaab suicide attack on base, 7 September 2020

403 Radio Dalsan, 10 Soldiers Killed In Landmine Explosion In Lower Juba, 13 July; Z02DED, Somalia, SOM31575, as
of 30 June 2021url

404 UNSGSituation in Somalia, S/2020/3983 May 2020url, para. 35

405 ACLECSomalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM30423,

406 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30235, as of 30 June 2021,

407 Dhaco, Air strikes kills three at wedding authern Somalia, 6 January 2020

408 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30235, as of 30 June 2021,

409 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30334, as of 30 June 2021,

410 Mogadishu Update, [Twitter], posted on 11 April 2026; ACLED, Somalia, SOM30920, as of 30 June2021,

411 ACLED, Somali@OM33008, asof 30 June 20@d;. . / a2y AG2NAYy 3 ! FNAOI X t NRINI YYS { dzv
Risala News 1600 gmt 19 Jan 21, 19 January 2021

412Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 Augus220

64



https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202012290718.html
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-09/11/c_139361860.htm
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.radiodalsan.com/en/2020/07/13/10-soldiers-killed-in-landmine-explosion-in-lower-juba/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://undocs.org/en/S/2020/398
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://twitter.com/Magdashi3/status/1248900278360907777
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/

Otherimpactson civilian life

A household assessment conductieg AVSI Foundatioim November 2020 in North East Kismayo
district showed that decades of conflict have resulted in prolonged distress for households especially
with regard to livelihoods and foodsurity 413

In February 2020, UNOCHA reported that the estimate of children in need had increased Wyid4.7

2020 compared to the previous year. The worst affected areas for cumulative severity of child
protection are spread across 28 districts and seM@B AA 2y a3 Ay Of dzZRAY 3 [ 26 SN W
f SpSta 2F aS@OSNRAGe 2F ySSRQ® !'vY2y3d 2GKSNJ aSOSNE
recruitment, abuse and abductions.For the period between January 2020 aniay 2021, ACLED

recorded two inciénts of child abductionby AlShabaab in Afmadow distri¢e.

Humanitarian actors face difficulties in providing assistance due to the volatile security situation, a
situation that increases the complexity of seeking and receiving support for civlfdnsaddition,
harassment ad abductions of aid workers in Lower Juba were repofteétor Lower Juba, 13
incidents of humanitarian workers being unable to access sites were reported ir2020.

¢t KS KSI R 27 Udasedig KisthgiMat is focDded on dplaced women and peacebuilding
gave the view that in the Juba region iespecially womemvho have been most negatively affected
by theWé RA NB sithatiodztréate®by ye&s of conflict in the county.

Internal displacement

BetweenJanuary 2020 and May 2021, PRiAMN:ported 42000 new displacements from Lower Juba,
with 24000 displacements in May 2020 alone. Of thed8® displacements in 2020, nearly all within
Lower Juba, flooding was the main reason @B cases), followed by conflict and insecurity)(8
cases). In 2020, displacement for reasons related to conflict and insecurity reportedly affected
Jamaame district most @00). In 2020, additional @00 new conflict or insecurityrelated
displacements were registered from Middle Juba, 40 from Gedo anaa&OLlfower Shabelle to Lower
Juba. Between January and May 202008 new displacements were registered in Lower Juba, of
which 4000 were within the region, 500 were to Middle Juba and another 100 to Gedo. Ofob@ 2
displacements caused by conflict aimdecurity, Jamaame Distribbd again the highest number of

L 5 t Fbr®he same period, anotherdDO displacements newly arrived in Loweba were registered
from Middle Juba, 300 from Bay, 100 from Gedo and 10 from Lower Shébelle.

Evictions

Accordingo the NRC Evictions Information Portal, 14 cases of forced evictions were reported in Lower

Juba in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion 802 individuals. Between January and2@e 2021,

1 068 individuals were affected by three cases of forcédt®n in Lower Juba. All 17 reported forced
SGAOUGA2Y OF&aSa AY HanHun YR Haum 200 daNNByRR {A2Z/NRYA &

413 AVSI, Multisector Household Survey Reparorth East Kismayo District, Lower Juba, Somalia, February @024,

23

414UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response P&omalia, 15 February 2021, p. 84

45 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30626; SOM31601 3 fne 2021yrl

416 UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs Overview Somalia: Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2021, 9 Marairl2pp12122
417USDQOS, International Religious Freedom Report 2@&fmalia, 12 May 2024rl, p. 7;UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs
Overview Somalia: Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2021, 9 March@Q24p. 2122; ACLED, Somalia, SOM31062, as of
30 June 2021yrl

418 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021 p. 1

419UNSOM, Halima Godane: An Activist for Solidarity and Progress among Somali Women, 20 Deceminér 2020,

420 Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only
421UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogrilomalia, as of July 202@]
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as respedve reasons for forced evictions.

2.1.4 Jubbaland- Checkpointsand road security

There are several borderossing points idubbaland The most important land border is the border
crossing into Kenya at Dhobl&yThe Sector 2 Headquarters for AMISQMder the leadership of
Kenya)is also located at Dhobley, contributing to Dhobley being a large and significant crossing
point.22 Goods and people move in substantial amounts across this border, in both directions, though
most trade passes througkismayo port into Keny&: Other key ones, in terms of mobility and of
materials/merchandise coming into Somalia, are Belet Hawo and D¢Dowiow). Dollow is at the
border with Ethiopia, while Belet Hawo at the border with Kefiya.

The other main bordecrossings are by aircommercial flights from Kenya fly in and out of Kismayo |
airport*z’ ¢ and by sea, via the alleather port in Kismay&® I y R G KS O2dzy i NE Q& (KA NJ
after Mogadishuand Bosaser?

There are several main road corridord.imwer Jubba.

A Kismayog Jilib ¢ Mogadishu The KismaydilibMogadishu highway is the only one pavied
Jubbalandand it is ingerious disrepa@ It is controlled by Al Shabaab-80 kilometresnorth
of Kismayd?!

A Dhobley¢ Afmadow - Kismayo Thiis a track road, impassable at times during the rainy season,
but, as notel above is the most important landbased transport corridor in the regioge
laL{haQa AyTtdzSyOS -AfaddwioddAlpoiR)fhe ibie frink/ASmabol2006 f S &
Kismayo, tlere is an AS checkpoint at Jana Cabdalle. This checkpoint has been dismantled more
than once but keeps reappearifitj.

A Kismayoc Badhaadhe Anothertrack road, impassable during the rainy seaseris the coastal
roadlinkingKismayo tdBadhaadheKismayacan beaccesed starting fromAbdale Birolewhich
is located approximatelg0 km west of Kismayo dhe coastal route Afterthis pointeverything
is under AS contrdFf®

A Garbahaarrey Luuqg Waajid. Another key route out of Jubaland is from Gaarrey towards
Luuqg then across to Waaijid in Bakool region and then down to Baidoa in Bay.¥&d¢ton an
overview of control areaalong this route see mafspproximate Territorial Control June 2021

422NRC, Forced Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 Juneu2D21,

423 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

424 |nterview with international experVIll, 3 Aigust 2021

425Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

426 Interview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

4271n 2019 he SFG sought to block direct flights to Kismayo and force all interngtional flights to proceed first to
Mogadishu. Tie status of commercial air traffic in and out of Kismayo remains a political issue, is fluid, and subject to
change. Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

428 Interview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

429 Menkhaus, Kinput from external review, 27 August 2021

430 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

431 Interview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021

432Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

433 |nterview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

434 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

435 |nterview with international experVIil, 3 August 2021

436 Interview with international experVIil, 3 August 2021
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A Kismayog Baraawec Mogadishu A lot of produce comes from Lower Shabétidismayaalong
this road**’ For an overview ofontrol areas along this route see mapproximate Territorial
Control June 2021

According to PrafssorKen Menkhaussecurity on these roads ifgoorQss Jutbalandis among the
FMSmore frequently affectedy IED andemote explosionsas shown irFigurel9. As per ACLED data,
in the reference period (January 2020June 2021}here were a total of 90 explosions/remote
violence event®f the type IEDgshelling,grenade andsuicide bomb (among others remote violence
events)in Jubbaland24in Gedg and66in LowerJuba resulting respectively i80, andl15fatalities
(Figure19).4® In the course of 2020JNMAS reported 7 IED incidents isedq and46 IED incidents
in LowerJubain 2020.

2.2 South-West

For an overview of the SouWest administration in terms i) relevant dynamics, territorial control,

and governance, (2) presence of state level armed forces, and (3) presence of other actors/forces
(federal, international, and local), see the EASO Country of Information repSciroalia: Actor&July
2021)#0For regional details about all the above see the remainder of this chapter.

2.2.1 Bakool

2.2.1.1Background

Bakool region shares an internatidrmorder with Ethiopia to the north, with Gedo region to the west,
with Bay region to the south and with Hiiraan region to the east. It also shares a short border with
Lower Shabelle. It consists of five districts: Xudur, Tayeeglow, Ceel Barde, Rab dlb\Waajid.
¢KS NBIA2YyQa«OF LIAGFE A& - dzRdzNIp

The region is largely inhabited by various Rahanweyn groups: Hadama, Jiro(l, aysaan)Garwale,
Luwai, Jelible, Gelidle, Reer Dumal, Ashraf. The Jajele (Hawiye) live in thes«nbntn.Aulihan
(Ogaden/Damod) clan inhabits both sides of the border area with Ethiopia; it is mainly sitiratbe

Ethiopia side of the borders

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetdN§FPAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of the Bakool region was 367 2agongwhich61 928 people in urban areas, 1680
in rural,and 147 248 nomads# More recent population figures or estimates could not be foural:
IDPs figures seestion below orinternal displacement

2.2.1.2Conflictdynamics

According to Somali security experthgetBakool and the Bay regiose€ belowy of the South West
state are predominantly inhabited by the Rahanweyn clansMiréle and theDigil, with the Mirifle

437 Interview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

438 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
439 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
440EASQ, Country of Origimférmation Report orSomalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 8286

441 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 2047,

442EASOCOIreport - SouthandCentralSomalieCountryoverview[clanmapsbasedon Lewis1955,Abikar1999], August
2014,url, pp. 5253

443Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

444 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQOctober2014,url, p. 31
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more prevalent in Bakool, and the Digil in BRyese two clan groups, which are actually quite distinct,
are bonded together by a pitical alliance that is almost a century old. The two groups share cultural
and language traittamong others they both speak tWd-Maay-iri language, also known as Muliai

or Mai Terreh) but above alljt is the shared marginalisation experienoéthe 40s50s ofthe past
century, that keeps them firmly togethetss For further details see Chapter on Minogs and non
minority dans in theEASCCOlreport onTargeted Profiless

Thesame source observed that thiggil are more settled, farming communities, whereas the Mirifle

are mainlyagro-pastoralists ormpastoralists Although poorerthan their associateghe Mirifle are

dominant over the Digil because larger in number and militarily better organised. Additionally, they

seem to be able to negotiate better political outcomes and power sharing agreements in Mogadishu.

For these reasons the Digil perceive tremives asldzy RSNJ G KF G FffAFyOSQ yR
getting theirfair share

The Mirifle are divided into two main clan groups, tieS A I K (i I Ragahl KSSdeéd. Thé £

Mirifle clanincludes several empowered clans and many weak&sen Currently, FGSPresident
Formaaj® @olitical intervention in Baidodhat installed theSouth? Said &GFGS LINBaARS
DFNBSYyQY KIFId &aKAFTUISR (KS LRoSNI olfl yOSWataAlGKAY
Gareeripower base) whereas previously the dominaclan was the Laysaan. Other super clans of

the group are Hadama and Eelay.

Actors and control areas/influence Al-Shabaalhis actively engaged in the Bakool region where it
predominantly controls the rural raas#® According to security expert l|hé Mirifle clangroup

constitutes the main sourcef foot soldiers for the grougs: TheState and federal state forces are in

control of the main townsinstead which are like islands encircled bi{ Kl 6 I 6 Q&4 2 NJ O2y
territory.+s2 For additional details abouthe SNAunits, the South West security forces, atite

AMISOM ENDF contingemieesent in the regionseethe EASO C@dport onSomalia: Actorss

Conflict dynamicsThe main source of confliot Bakool is the ofgoing armed confrontation between

Al-Shabaab and ant\-Shabaab forces* According to security expert Il, Bakool, differently from

GKIG KFLIWISYya Ay WdzoolflyRQa NBIA2yas FSRENIE |yl
Within this context, according to security expert |, Bakool has experienced, quite uniquely and
interestingly, a form oflocal resistance toAl-Shabaab A mixture of SNA units (although acting
independently from Mogadishu) and other local armeuhits, have jointly fought againgil-Shabaab

while engaging in a form of counterinsurgency and tactical warfare. Maeglaunched attackson al-
Shabaalpositions when they are in generahrely attacked, and pusgd back the grougrom their

areas of control. Howevethis spontaneous form ahilitary resistance, which was led laymilitary

commander now returned to Mogadishwas terminated in the course of 2020Thismovement

widely supportedat local level had been sparked bil-Shabaa® d | ( G S Y L¥énd preventO2 v (i NP f
food supplies to reach the main towns in Bakool, such as Xudur (or Hudur) and \Weegicding to

security expert |, een today, that themilitary movement has been disbanded, people in the region

charge donkeys with food supplies and let them travel alemtowns, in the hope thafl-Shabaab

445 Interview with Somali security expert |, 20 and Zune 2021

446 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Targeted profileSeptember2021,url

447 Interview withSomali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

448 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

449|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 20&hkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
450 Interview with Somalsecurity expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

451 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

452 Interview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 208ferview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021
453EASO, Country of Origin InfornmatiReport orSomalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 8486

454 Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021

455 Interview with Somali securitgxpert Il, 21 June 2021
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will not intercept thenrss Al-Shabaabis de facto imposing a complete embargo on the main towns in
Bakoo) notessecurity expert #57 However while for securityexpert | this wastill occurringas of June
2021, exprt Il maintainedthat this was no longer the casgy thens4ss

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (or conflicts) were reported
or were relevant in théBakoolregion fion-exhaustivdist):

A Gaaljeel (Hawiye) vs Gelidle (Mirifle) clans around Burgfithe Gaaljaal have a small pemce
in Bakoobut a larger one in neighlwing Hiran region. These clashes are endeovey pasture
and wellsio

2.2.1.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisortd recent security incidents and trends see, among others, follovwgnyds:

Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al K 0 I | 6 Q& @FigardlSoyf iegioBaPduybitianTof

Of Iy YAt AQALIFgel@hy { SE/FA XSyASty GRATaGNRAodziA2y 2F dzyAF
events.

Security incidents, violence againsivilians, civilian casualties

ACLED data indicate that in terms of the number of security incidents, Bakool region ranked eleventh
FY2y3 {2YFEtAlFIQa NB3IA2Yya AY Hnun YR ASOSYiGK Ay |
fatalities, the regiomranked twelfth both in 2020 and the first six months of 2021 (Berire10 and

Figurell). Between January and December 2020, 49 security incidents, including battles, explosions

or remote violence and violent acts against civilians were reported in Bakool, causing 70 falalities.

the first 6 months of 2021, ACLED counted 69 incidents with 25 deathBSigaee32 andFigure34).4s:

456 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

457 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

458 |Interview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021

459 Somali MemgBoqolaal Neef Geel ah oo diyo ahdoogu kala wareejiyay Beelo ku dagaallamay SoomaHliyadfeds
of camels have been handed over to warring clans in Sonatéanal transaltiof, 6 October 2020yrl

460 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

461EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Figure32. Bakook Evolution of security events coded as battleglegion/remote violence and violence against
civilians from Danuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACi&ia%62

At district level, Hudur, with 74 incidents, accounted for the largest share (about) @8 the total
118 security incidents recorded in Bakool between January 2020 and the end of June 2@2duisee
33below):es

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
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Figure33. Bakook breakdown of security events per district frondanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED'data.

Al-Shabaab was coded by ACLED as ACTOR Diint#118 security incidents reported between
January 2020 and June 2021, accounting for arourfb 8 the total number of incidents. 74 of these
Al-Shabaakrelated incidents involved either Somali military or police forces, Ethiopian forces or
AMISOMwhile 19 incidents affected civilians. The predominant type of incident was battles or armed
clashes (62 incidents). Meanwhile, ACLED recorded 18 instancesShal#dab violence against
civilians, including 14 attacks and 4 cases of abduction or forsagmitarancess

Between January 2020 and June 2021, ACLED recorded three aerial strikes by the US armed forces
(two strikes in Hudur and one in Tayeeglow), killing a total of threégh&baab members. During the

same 18month period, AirwarsNB LI2 NIISR | aAy 3t S wo2yiSadiSRQ | {
(Hudur district) on 29anuary 2021 (also reported by AC#egthat reportedly killed 24 combatants,

noting that the AFRICOM denied involvement in the strike. Airwars thus concludes weas ihore

462EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
463EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datzakdesas®d 30 June 2021r]
464 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
465EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
466 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated, Satadlilgsas of 30 June 202,
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WEA1StE@ |y | al{ h & Inhddtiod,ine UritedNatighs doCuindnieg ddeor more
airstrikes (by unspecified forces) targetingSklabaab in Bakool between February and April 2820.

While no overall dataset could be found on thenmber of conflictrelated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure34 shows the nmbers of incidents andstimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and netivilian) in Bakool region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Bakool Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 76 51
Explosions/Remote violence 22 23
Violence against civilians 20 21
Total 118 95

Figure34. Bakook number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period betwiesmiary 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED déta.

Of the 95 fatalities recorded in Bakool, most were reported in Hudur (36 deaths) and El Barde (33
RSIFiKaAv®d 2 KSy F20dzadaAay3d 2y AYyOARSyida O2RSR o0& !/
that Waajid fwelve fatalities), makes up the largest share of the total 21 fatalities caused by this type

of violence4r

lllustrative security incidents

Al-Shabaab carried out several attacks and (attempted) assassinations targeting government officials.
In June 2021, the district commissioner of Hudur town survived an IED attack on his convoy that killed
one of his bodyguards and injured several other pee> On 5March 2021, ABhabaab carried out

a suicide attack near a police station in Waajid town, reportedly injuring four pesgpreJuly 2020
Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for a targeted attack in Waajid town that killed an official of the
regional administration who reportedly had close ties to Ethiopian fortes.

In late 2020 and the first half of 2021, the group reportedly also carried out several attacks on federal
troops74, Ethiopian forcess and South West State regional for¢egsometimes referred to by Al

Shabaab as pr® (0 KA 2 LIA I Y {42 Wil tlie koadhXidg fthie townis &f &l Barde and Hudur,

reportedly killing a number of soldiet®.In June 2020, clashes betweenSklabaab and South West

{GFGS F2NOSa ySIEN | dzRdzNJ G266y NBLR2NISRfe ST Wi
according to a préAl-Shabaab media outlet?

There have also been reports of unclaimed attacks ofianigi In late November 2020, unidentified
gunmen killed a family of seven in a remote village in Waajid district. Local officials believed that Al

467 Airwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Bakool during the period from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2081), n.d.,

468 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May A@2Qara. 20

469EASO analysisbed on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jtine 2021,
47T0EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somdlismea®02130

471 Radio Andalus, Programme Summary of Radio Andalus in Somali 0500gmt 3 June 21, 3 June 2021

472ZUNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May A@2lpara. 18

473Somali Memo, ABhabab claims attacks on troops in scutest Somalia, 19 July 2020

474Radio Kulmiye, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 2 Feb 21, 2 February 2021
475Radio Kulmiye, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 2 Feb 21, 2 February 2021Somali
Memo, AtShabab claims deadly blasts in soutest Somalia, 21 January 2021

476 Radio AlFurgaan, ABhabab claims killing 10 soldiers in Somaliaifightl2 December 2020

477 Somali Memo, ABhabab claims deadly blasts in scutbst Somalia, 21 January 2021Somali Memo, Somali militants
claim killing six soldiers in Bay, Bakool, 30 December 2020

478 Somali Memo, ABhabab claims deadly blasts in scutbst Somalia, 21 January 2021Somali Memo, Somali militants
claim killing six soldiers in Bay, Bakool, 30 December 2020; Radingalan, AShabab claims killing 10 soldiers in Somalia
fighting, 12 December 2020

479 Calamada, Militants reportedly kill 15 soldien southwestern Somalia, 6 June 2020
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{KFolFl 6 KFEFR Wil NASGSR G(KS T YA @Eali& 0 Sdptefbell KS  F I
2020, alandmine explosion in Banjanay locality of Hudur district reportedly left six religious scholars
dead and another two injured. This attack was also attributed by regiornlabéties to AlShabaals:

In June and July 2020, at least three clashes occurridddur, Baidoa and Berdaale when a local clan
militia attacked AlShabaab fighters, killing dozens of thean.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somad 43

Other impacson civilian life

Relief organisations noted that the humanitarian situation in Bakool, a region that has been affected

08 F22R AyaSOdaNAGe F2NJ + f2y3 GAYST WKFa &A3IYyA-
Ay G A Y xrahdiblodkafes imposed by-B8habaat> WA Y Y I y& | NB#eghatake (0 KS NI
caused shortages of food and basic items since early@d2y R WA A Iy A FTAOloglli f @ NBI
opportunities, forcing people to rely on humanitarian suppérty R~ O & dz Mearfiwhile,2 dzZNI ®
insecurity has restricted humanitarian access to populations in reedal May 2021 it was reported

that in Hudur district, Al K+ 6 F 6 KI R T tmNdpiesentd slohgyr@iNBupply SoRres.

According to alUNOCHANB L2 NIi RS&aONAROAYy3d GKS aAlddzr GA2Y Ay V
SYOANDt SRé YR Fff NRIFIRa fSFRAYy3a G266l NRa (G(KS YI
0f 201 RSRX ¢6KAOK KFa fSR (G2 aOlF NOAG& 2F 3I22Ra |y
An assessment conducted by the United Nations in Hudur district found that most inhabitants could

not afford more than one meal per day and that only arounth ®f the population had sufficient

jdzt yGAGASE 2F F22R (2 S| édmmoadichildrenWINOGHRASoted khaty dzii NA
F22R LINAOSa KI @S 0SSy NRAAYI NILAREfE@ Ay | dzZRAZNE ¢
items to increased costs of transporting goods from Beletweyne [Hiraan region] to Hudur as a result
ofpotentiadl S OdzNRA 1& NA Al a RazNAYy3I GNFyaLRNIOFGA2Yy ®PQ

Against the backdrop of ongoing conflict With{AK | 6 I 6 = 2dzRA OA I € | dzG K2 NA (G A S
population to avoid any links with the group. In late February 2020, local media reported that a state
courtinHIZRdzNJ RAAGNA Ol aSyGdSyOSR | ¢g2Yly G2 (62 &SI NH
by Al-Shabal>*dMeanwhile, in areas under the control of-8habaab, there have been reports of Al
ShabaabB G Ay 3 2dzi aS@OSNB LldzyAakKYSyida oFaSR 2y GKS 3
2020, a man in Tayeeglow district was sentenced by -&hAbaab judge for practising witchcraft and

480 AA, AlShabaab blamed for killing family of 7 in Somalia, 26 November R826ee also Radio Dalsan; 8habaab
Militants Kill Seven Family Members in Night Raid, 27 November 2020

481 Radio Risala, Programme Summary of SiaseRadio Risala News 1600 gmt 15 Sep 20, 15 Septembergaiable
by subscription

482UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhet, 2§2B081

483 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

484 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin January 2021, 14 February é2p, 3

485 USAID, SomalieComplex Emergency July 27, 2021, Fact Sheet #3, Fiscal Year (FY) 2021, 28 dd|yp2G21,

486 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin January 2021, 14 February@Q24. 4

487TUSAID, SomaligComplex Emergency July 27, 2021, Fact Sheet #3, Fiscal Year (FY) 2021, 28 dd[yp2@21,

488 UNOCHASmalia Humanitarian Bulletin January 2021, 14 February 202p. 4

489 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin January 2024 February 202drl, pp. 34; see also USDOS, 2020 Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 March @02, 21

490 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin May 2021, 17 June 2021p. 3

491 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin June 2021, 14 July 26P1,

492 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin January 2021, 14 February @021 4

498 Radio Kulmiye, Programme summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 25 Feb 20, 25 February 2020
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publicly executeds In 2020, UNOCHA recorded 13 incidents in Baktwd hindered humanitarian
organisations from accessing populations in need.

In March 2020, in Hudur district,-8habaab ordered community leaders and elders of 11 villages to

provide children to the group (as well as financial meansustain them), threatening to evict and

expel people who refuse to comply with their demands. Citing lack of protection by the authorities,
0KSaS WwO2YYdzyAlGASA Y20At/ALASNR  GOK{ SLAMRNEDNItia/YANEMAL (AAGIACQ @@
out sevenl deadly attacks on Ahabaab in June and July 2020 (see above). In resporiSkealddab

abducted 60 local community members and held them until a truce was negotiated a few day$ later.

Internal displacement

Between Januy 2020 and May 2021, the PRk#Mecorded an estimated 3200 new displacements
from Bakool (2000 in 2020 and another 000 in JanuarMay 2021), with peaks of over(®0
reported in March and November 2020. Most people displaced from their homes iroBakacated
to other places within the same region, with only a minority of arouf@@8 displaced to neighbouring
Gedo, Bay and Hiraan. Meanwhile, PRMN recorded sond®@@rrivals of displaced persons in the
region (21000 in 2020 and B0O0 in JanuargMay 2021), virtually all from other areas within Bake®l.

The same source indicates that conflict and insecurity were one of the main reasons for displacement

in Bakool across both years (accounting for a total of abo@6cases), along with drougi@onflict

and insecurity were reported to be the predominant reason for displacement in Hudur and Tayeeglow
districts Most recently, in May 2021, the bh/ I ! NBLR NI SR (GKIFdG WY2NB (fFf
(29,700 people) have been displaced to Hudur town fathgya directive from noistatearmed actors

G2 GFOFGS nu GAffI®MSAa AdzZNNRdzyRAYy3a (KS 26y Qo

2.2.2 Bay

2.2.2.1Background

Bay region borders with the following regions: Bakool to the north, Lower Shabelle to the east and
south&ast, with Middle Jubba to thsouthAvest and Gedo to the west. It consists of four districts:

. @8RKIFOFXT . dzdzNJ I F1+Fo6F S vIiyalE 5KSSNB yR 5AAyaz
Baydhaba?2 Baidoa also serves as the de facto capital of South West State, tldiighally the SW
Statecapitalis Baraawe in Lower Shabelle region. Baidoa is the largest city in the region, and houses

a large AMISOM contingent in the protected airport zene.

Bayregion is one of the only zones in Somalia where rainfall is adequate to sustain rainfed agriculture,

FYR GKS NB3IA2yQa SO02y2Ye Aa YI ApastaralismMoS & the y & dzo ¢
population is thereafter sedentary, and identificatiorithva village is often as important as salan.
CFNXY¥AYy3 GKSNB Aa YIFINHAYlIfX yR adzaOSLIXiAotS G2 TN
regionsso

494 Somali Memo, ABhabab kills Somali man accused of sorcery, 11 December 2020

495 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian écess Overview, 8 April 2021, p. 1

496 UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhet, 2081
497UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhet, 2§2B081
498 please note that the PRMN Dashboard disptaysded figures only

49 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, as of July 2020}

500UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, as of July 2020]

501 UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin May 2021, 17 June 2021p. 3

502 NOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 20T, Global Shelter Cluster, Bay/Bakool, null,

503 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

504 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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The region has considerable strategic and commercial importance. The paved road from Mogadishu
through Baidoa to Gedo region and the Kenya border is one of the most important commercial arteries
in the cauntry 5

The region is mainly inhabited by Rahanwelans.Mirifle clans tend to populate the northern half
of the region, while Digil predominatin the southern portion, toward the Lower Shabelle region.
Smnallpockets oHawiye groupsre dso found in the regionDogondiide, Hawadle and Sheikhal in the
south and Jajele, Sogow, and Dirisamo in the 888t in Bakool region, the Mirifle are divided into
two large groups, the Sagaal and Side&ypically, to keep the peace, political positions in Bay region
have been carefully allocated to ensure power sharing between the Sagaal and ®ideed.

Baidoa towns mainly inhabited by the Rahanweyn, of which the Mirifle are the main inhabitants. The
city is informally divided intmeighbourhoodby subclans, as is common in other Somalia cities. The
Hariin (Mirifle/Sideed) are the majority in Adada and Mursaighbourhoods the Hadami
(Mirifle/Sagaal) are the majority in Buulo Hadame; and the Leysan (Mirifle/Sideed) are the majority
inhabitants of Berdalés Large influxes of Digilirifle refugee returnees from Kenya are now
concentrating in fast growing IDP campd$Baidoa. Many are not from swuthan indigenous to Baidoa
town, and are changing the stdlan demographics of the citg.

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNf-PAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of the Bay region was 7982, amongwhich93 046 people in urban areas, 4830 in
rural, and 195 986 nomad&? More recent population figures agstimates could not be foundror
IDPs figures see s@uh below oninternal displacement

2.2.2.2Conflict dynamics

In broad general terms, I @ Q& dYAayidfakdBINE & A Y A {:Isadlseitidn oBhkbo 2 f Q&
Conflictdynamics

Actors and control areas/influenceAl-Shabaabis actively engaged in the Bay region where it
predominantly controls the rural areas. Sottfest state and federal state forces arecomtrol of the

main towns instead (such as Baidoa, Burhakaba, Dinsor), which are like islands encircled by al
{KIFIoll 6Qa 2 NJ O%Shib&ab poficiRin Bag isldfréngnNidBakool: in Bay goods are

free to reach Baidoa from Mogadiskar instance once taxed by AShabaab. The groupsteaddoes

not allow goods to leave Baidoa to reach Xudur or Waapaevers:2 Reportedy Al-Shabaakalso
controls access twater, electridty, and education services in Baidaabesides o#ring access to
justice via mobile courts4For additional details about the SNA units, the South West security forces,
and the AMISOM ENDF contingents present in the region, see rep&adrmalia: Actorss

Conflict dynamicsThe main source of conflict in & the ongoing armed confrontation between
Al-Shabaab and antAl-Shabaab forcess According to security expert 11, in Bay, differently fromat
KFLIJSya Ay WdzooltryRQa NB3IA2yazr FSRSNIsf | yR

QD
[antN

505 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

506 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

507Nordic International Support Foundation, Somalia Context Analysis: Baidoa, 2016, n.d., p. 17, non public source
508 Nordic International Spport Foundation, Somalia Context Analysis: Baidoa, 2016, n.d., p. 17, non public source

509 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021
510UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey?2014,SomaliaOctober2014,url, p. 31

511 nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

512Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27eJ@621

513 FelbabBrown, V., The Problem with Militias in Somalia, 2020,p. 121

SUGELI YRAY3T | 00844 (2 WdzadAOS t NeuNI2¥YE ¢KS {KFENARQIK Ay {2Y}
515SEASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 8486

516 Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021; Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
517 Interview withSomali security expert Il, 21 June 2021
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Inter-clan tensions over land, crimes, and other matters periodically flare up in the rdgibrin
recent yars have been managed and contained, producing a pattern of frequent security incidents
but relatively low casualty levelén terms of clan rivalries, during the reference perioal major
disputes (ofongrunning clan confliclswere reported or were releant in theBayregions:s

2.2.2.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisortf recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figure1l2on regional distribution of Il KI 6 | | 6 Q& @Figardél %oy iegioSabdbsfibutiom of

clanmilih I 4 Q @A 2 Fighinglib onSegiéngl @istribution of uniderfiA SR N¥ SR 3 NP dzLJA ¢
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

ACLED data indicate that in terms of the number of security incidents, Bay region ranked fourth among
{2YFfAFQa NBIA2ya> 020K AY Hnun YR GKS FTANRG KU
region ranked third in 2020 and fifth in thest six months of 2021 (sdeigurel0 and Figurell).

Between January and Deceent2020, 204 security incidents were reported in Bay, including battles,
explosions/remote violence and violent acts against civilians, causing 378idatdin the first six

months of 2021, ACLED counted 105 incidents with 115 death§igee35 and Figure37).518
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Figure35. Bayg Evolution of security eveasa coded as battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED#ata.

At district level, Baidoa, with 193 incidents, accounted for the majority (abo@b6af the total 309
security incidents recorded in Bay between January 2020 and the end of June 20Big(se86).52

518 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021
519EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
520EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
521EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Figure36. Bayg breakdown of security events per district fromJanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED#ata.

ACLED coded-Shabaab as ACTOR 1 in 17&ef309 security incidents reported between January
2020 and June 2021, accounting for aroun®6®f the total number of incidents. 113 of these Al
Shabaakrelated incidents involved either Somali military or police forces, while 18 involved AMISOM.
Anothe 42 incidents involved civilians. The predominant type of incident was armed clashes (101
incidents). Meanwhile, ACLED recorded 35 instances -&habaab violence targeting civilians,
including 28 attacks and seven cases of abduction/forced disappearance

Between January 2020 and June 2021, ACLED recorded eight aerial strikes by the US armed forces (six
strikes in Buur Hakaba and one each in Baidoa and Dinsoor), killing at leaSt#bAlb memberss

During the same 1&onth period, Airwars reported a single US air or drone strike near Buulo Fuulay
village (Buur Hakaba district},an AtShabaab stronghot#.

Regarding IED activities, the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reported aastgnific
increase in IED activities in Bay in 2020 compared to 2019. These incidents mainly occurred along one
main supply route that leads through Bay region and into Gedo region and accounted%oofLall

IED incidents documented in Somalia in 2€20.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure37 shows the numbes of incidents andstimatedfatalities (without
distinction as to civilian and nexivilian) that have been recorded by ACLED in Bay region between
January 2020 and the end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Bay Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 172 350
Explosions/Remote violence 85 99
Violence against civilians 52 44
Total 309 493

Figure37. Bayg number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between Januana@@2uine
2021, based on ACLED d&da.

Of the 493 fatalities recorded in Bay, most were reported in Baidoa district (322 deaths). When
focussingoh Yy OA RSy G&a O2RSR o6& ! /[95 la W@A2fSyOS I 3 A
with 22 fatalities, followed by Buur Hakaba (13 fatalities), accounts for the majority of the 44 fatalities
caused by this type of violenée®.

522EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datzakdesas®d 30 June 2021r]

523EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
524 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
525 Airwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Bay during the period from 1 J202@ry 30 June 2021), n.dil

526 UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of ExgertSomalia, S/2020/949, 28 September 2020Q,p. 79

52TUNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref620 Annual Report, 16 June 2024, p. 9

528 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
529EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLEDA@GHIED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Junei2021,
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lllustrative security hcidents

On 10April 2021, AlShabaab carried out a suicide attack in a restaurant in Baidoa, targeting the
Governor of Bay region. While he survived the attack, five other people reportedly lost their lives and
another eleven were injureg® On 27January2021, an explosion in a restaurant in Dinsoor killed a
soldier and wounded at least five other peopieEalier, on 4July 2020, four people were killed by a
landmine planted in a restaurant in the outskirts of Baid®a.

On 310ctober 2020, the DistricCommissioner ofQansax Dheere survived an IED attack which left

three other people dead, including a local NGO workder.17August 2020, ABhabaab conducted a

YW2YLX SE GGl 01 2y GKS {2YFfA blrdidAz2ylf | N¥& ol &s
base for three dayss3

On 23 and 24ay 2020, ABhabaab carried out two attacks Baidoa and Dinsoor, targeting civilians
during Eid celebrations. These attacks reportedly left seven people dead and more than 40%njured.
On 18February 2020, thgroup assassinated an individual in Buur Hakaba town who had acted as a
SouthWest State electoral delegate in 2016/%7.

According to Somali Memo, a pAt-Shabaab media outlet, an air strike carried out orivkgch 2020
killed two civiliansse This clainof civilian casualties was later rejected in a report by AFRICOM which
stated that those killed we AFShabaab members’

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might ganderreported in Somaliass

Other impacson civilian life

A United Nations report notes that in April 2020,Sklabaab enhanced its existing economic blockade

on the (governmenD2 Yy i NRf f SR0O 26y 2F S5Ayaz22NE O2yRdzO0AYy
tNF yalLlR2 NI 2F O2YYSNDOA kShabaab?2as® &sued 2hrealeiiy) mésgage @d ! €
5AYyaz22NNRa AyKFIoAdGlrydas 2NRSNAy3I GKSY (2 NBf 20
prohibited the population of surrounding rural areas from transpugtifood and essential
commodities into the town. During the same month, the United Nations panel of Somalia experts
WNBEO2NRSR mMn AYyOARSy(Ga 6KSNBE OFNIia GNIyaLR2NIAyY3

burnt, while owners were arrested andtémrogated by A{ Kl 6 6 Q® 2 A0GK F22R |
dramatically, a number of people left the town, moving to surrounding villages controlled-by Al
Shabaab or to Baidoa and Bardheere (Gedo regioriecently,! bh/ 1!  y2iSR GKI

humanitarian suppliegontinued to reach Baidoa, onwards access by road to Qansax Dheere and
.SNRItS 0ddd8 KIFa 0SSy AYISNVAGGSY(G RdzS (G2 AyasSc
The same source indicates that areas of Bay region were among theaffastied in Somalia in terms

of child protectiorest Amongst others, children have been targeted byShlabaab for recruitment.
According to the United Nationganel of experts reports, Ahabaab carried out a recruitment

530UNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 20Rpara. 18

531 AA, Somalia: 18ead, several injured in 3 bomb blasts, 27. January 2021,
532 AP, Explosions rock 2 Somalia cities as 4 killed in Baidoa, 4 Julur2020,
533UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 202@ara. 14
534 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/798, 13 August 20P@ara. 23
535UNSG, Situatiom Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 202@, para. 45

536 Somali Memo, Dhageyso: Eehellada dadkii ku dhintay dugeyntii Mareykanka ee Buula Fullaay oo Warbaahinta lahadlay
[Relatives of those killed in the US bontiof Bula Fullay speak to the media], 29 March 2@20,

537US, AFRICOM, CIVCAS Rep@muarter, 2020, 20204r!

538 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

539UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhet, 20207
540UNOCHA, Somalia Humanitarian Bullefmil®2021, 11 May 2021rl, p. 4

541UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response P&omalia, 15 February 202irl, p. 84
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campaign from December 2019 onwards, repeatedly requesting rural communities in theeBameta
to provide young fighters and money to support them. By May 2020, the group had arrested five
community leaders who had refused to comply with their demamds.

In 2020, UNOCHA recorded 31 incidents in Bay that hindered humanitngmmisations from
FOO0S&aaAy3d LRLIAFGAZ2ya Ay YSSRI »«iKS KAIKSad FA3Idz

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, the UNHCR Protection and Return Monitoring Network
(PRMNB+recorded an estimated 13200 new displaceents from Bay (6600 in 2020 and another

66000 from January to May 2021), with peaks reported in Jan{@8000) and July 2020 (T®0)

and in April 2021 (5000). According to this source, Bay had the fifth highest number of new
displacements among Sémt A I Q&4 My NBIA2YyA AY HnunX |yR (KS a
months of 2021 (after Benadir region). Most people displaced from their homes in Bay relocated to

other places within the same region, with a minority of aroundo09 displaced tmther regions,

especially neighbouring Gedo and Middle Jubba. Meanwhile, PRMN recorded soid@01&3ivals

of displaced persons in Bay (630 in 2020 and 6000 from January to May 2021), most of them from

other areas within the same regioft.

The samesource indicates that conflict and insecurity were the main reason for displacement in Bay

across both years (accounting for an estimated total 000U cases), followed by drought. Conflict

and insecurity were reported to be predominant reason for disptaent in Baidoa district (where

Y2ald 2F (GKS NBIA2YyQa RA &dNost @&MIEYNDCHXEpdred thas S NB  NB
42000 people were displaced from 19 villages in the Berdale area [Baidoa district] in Aprit’2021.

Evictions

Among the IDPs livg in Baidoa, who are mostly poor members of the locally dominant Rahanweyn

clan group®s, many have bee affected by evictions in recent yearsAccording to the NRC Eviction
Information Portal, during the period fromJanuary 2020 to 2%une 2021, 26ases of forced eviction

arrivals were reported in Bay region, resulting in the forced expulsion 6023ndividuals. All of these

forced eviction cases date from January to April 2020 and, with the exception of a single case reported

in Dinsoor, allwe8 NBXO2NRSR Ay . FAR2F RAAGNAROGP® Ly SIOK O
the cause leading to the forced eviction. In late April 2020, these evictions reportedly came t&@a halt,

as the district administration of Baidoa, in view of the CGMBituation, put in place a moratorium

on evictions. The moratorium was further extended into 2021. THs leli 2 Wi SNB S@A QG A
recorded in the district since summer 2020, according to a March 2021 NRCseport.

542UN Security Council, Report of the Panel of Experts on Somalia, S/2020/949, 28 Septemhet, 302®

543 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021p. 1

544Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figutgs on

545UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogrfiomalia, as of July 2020]

546 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogrfiomalia, as of July 2020]

547UNOCHASomalia Humanitarian Bulletin May 2021, 17 June 2021p. 3

548 Bakonyi, J., The Political Economy of Displacement: Rekin8e Dispossessions and Precarious Mobility in Somali
Cities, April 2021yrl, pp. 1415

549Bakonyi, J., The Political Economy of Displacement: Rent Seeking, Disposseddtyasaious Mobility in Somali
Cities, April 2021yrl, pp. 15, 18

550NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June Q@21,
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2.2.3 Lower Shabelle

2.2.3.1Background

Lower Shbelle region is located along the coast in south Somalia. It shares borders with the following
regions: Middle Jubba to the south, Bay to the nentbst, Middle Shabelle to the east and Banadir to

the southeast. It also borders the Irah ocean to the east and shares a small border with Bakool and

Hiiraan in the north. The region is divided into seven districts: Wanla Weyn, Afgooye, Qoryooley,

al Nl FX YdzNIidzy gl I NSe>x {FoflFfS IR .INIFgSd ¢KS N

The LowerShabelleregion is one of the most highalue and strategic zones of the countihe

O2dzy iNBEQa Y2aid LINPRdzOUA GBS A NWidadaskeSrkthea cauNty.Qtsizf (G dzNJ f
proximity to the large Mogadishu market ties it closely to the capitglanid its economy. Two of the

most important roads, linking Mogadishu to Baidoa and to Kismayo, pass through the region. It
features the port towns of Merka and Baraawe. The airport at Bale Dalgle Bali Dooglé)Vanla

Weyn district) has served for §es as a base housing Somali special forces, US military advisors and
trainers, and AMISOM peacekeepers. The gygaorridor, linking Mogadishu to Afgge and the

Lower Shabelle, is the site of rapidly growing pghian settlements on the outskirts of Mogadishu

and the location of major new IDP cantps.

The population of the regiofs very diversecomplex and contested It is comprised of three
groupings: the longterm indigenous populations (clans inhabiting the region in-goionial era),
historic migrants (populations that gravitated into the region in the colonial era and few decades of
independencdor work or investment in farms) and civil war enaned settlerss

Thelongterm indigenouscommunities include many suflans of the DigiMirifle clanfamily, the
largest of which include the Tunni, Twrire, Eelay, Garre, Bagadi, Geledi, and Jiddu; yoenBal

(Dir) clan, which inhabits the ar@aand around Merka town; and, in the easternmost portions of the
region, numerous Haiye clans, including the Abgal, Gaalj@ddurosade,and SheikalThe ancient
coastal trading towns of Merka and Baraawe have been the homtheofRer Baraawe and Rer
Beredari people, a trading community with a distinct language, culture, and ethnicity, and deep ties
to Indian Ocean littoral communities. Finally, populations of Somali Bantu, both aboriginal and the
descendants of East African slaves sold to Somaleittd" century, populate villages in the Lower
Shabelless

Historic migrants include Somalis of all clans whoaatkd to the region to take advaage of
employment and livelihood opportunities from the 1920s to 1990. This made the Lower Shabell
unusually cosmopolitapart of Somalia. Many in this group were forced to flee during the civil war,
but some remairsss

Armed settlers arrived in the region in 1992, in the form of strong clan militias and their families.
They settled in the LoweBhabelle, occupying abandoned farms, plantations, and state farms, and
taking up residence in larger towns such as AjgpMerka, and Baraawe. Most of these settlers were
from the Habir Gedir (Hawiye) clan, but other Hawiye clans have joined them as well

Security expert | states that the relative weight of these clans, in terms of population composition in
the region, can be roughly approximated as follows: Digh®%6, Hawiye 30%, Biyomaal 1%%.

552 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 2047,

553 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

554 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August2D

555 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

556 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

557 Menkhaus, Kinput received during peer review, August 27 2021.
558 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
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The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNfPAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of the Lower Sbelle region was 1 202 219 persoamongwhich215 752 people in
urban areas, 723 682 in rurand 159 815 nomad&?° More recent population figures or estimates
could not be foundFor IDPs figures see section belowlaternal displacement

2.2.3.2Conflictdynamics

From a conflict dynamic perspective Lower Shabelle is the most complex region in the South West
state,according tosecurity expert I. Although major towns in the region fall under the control of the
government, this does not tell the real picturéhe region is a kind dwlesslandQvhere nostate

actor is fully in controbf the rule of lawsso

Actors and control aeas/influence AlShabaab has maintained an active network throughout the
region and @spite offensives to push it out of main towns continues to launch attacks, control
roadblocks and tax local populations. It exploits local tensions and grievancesrge ftactical
alliances with clans against rivais.

The regionhas a strong security sector presence. AMISOM units are active aga8itsil#dab, and US
advisors and sp#al forces are presd at Bal Doogle. The SNBas a strong presence as well. Howeve
the SNA units are dominated by the Hawiye ¢farand are sometimes used to advance the interests
of the clan agairtstheir local rivalslt is difficult to differentiate when the forces are used as clan
militia and when as the SN#.

Other major players in the region are tlatan political leadership and ntiis of the Digil and

Biyomaaks+ In addition, an armed group nicknamed thMacawiisleey a voluntary, unofficialand

Hawiyeled local protection forcéss has been mobilized by the community to figitShabaab, mainly

due to resentment over taxe®t However, according to security expert | their role is often
exaggerated, because th&R 2 y QG NB I f f & LARSh&baaky MBI If f #IKNS I @i RS a
0 K SsFpdadditional details about the presence of AMISOM, SNA, Stett armed forces, and

clan militias see the report orSomalia: Actor§July 202158

The overall strength of the Hawiye surpasses by far that of any other group in the area: allegedly they
control 90 % of the economy, and 70 % of the militery.

Conflict dynamicsA first major conflict is the egoing confrontation between AShabaab and anti

Al-Shabaab forcedAccording to security expert Il, in Lower Shabelle, differently from what happens

AY WdzoolflFyRQA NBIA2yazr FSRSNIE | yRTEROAgdfy T2NOS
conflict deeply affects the areamaking itone of the mostif not the most affectedareain the entire

countrys7t According to security expert |, this is explained by the fact that Lower Shabelle is one of the

most developed and resourceful regionghe entire ountry, where about 80% of the land is properly

farmed. Additionally, apart from Mogadishu, this region has the highest population density in Somalia.
Hence,Al-Shabaab presence and activities in the area ale® meant to prove that they aridh

559 UNFR, PopulationEstimationSurvey?2014,SomaliaOctober2014,url, p. 31
560 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

561 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August2D

562 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

563 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

564 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

565 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

566 Menkhaus, K input from external review, 27 August 2021

567 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

568 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 8486
569 nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
570|nterview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021

571Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
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businessin one of the most crucial areasthe country.Finally Al-Shabaahuses Lower Shabelle as a

stage to plan attacks in the heart of MogadisiAdding to this, security expert Il, points out to the

fact AShas beeWO2 Yy (i NP f f A YHAGHBA & I RBES tAErARNIBeR BiggestkcSut
aeaidsSy Ay (KAA NBIA2Y QI | YR &2gakst @is badckétdprablio YOSy (i
the joint SNAAMISOMmilitary operation Badbaaw 1 see section orRecent political and security
developmentdor details.¢ 2 G KA a NBIFNRXZ |y 2NBFyAaldA2y g2NJ]A
reported in August 2021 thath the Afgoye¢ Awdheegle¢ Marka trianglethere were substantial
improvementsas a esult of variousstabilization investmentand as part of consolidag progress

under OperatiorBadbaadc™

A second and deeper source of conflintLower Shabellés typically clanishand revolves around

clases overland and wateresourceor business competitianThere is an ogoing rivalry between

Hawiye and nofHawiye clans in the arehoth the Biyomaal and Digif with the former controlling

most of the rich farmland, and the latter claiming thiaey controland occupy itllegitimatelyss Al-

Shabaaltries to exploit thist O 2 y & (i | y i T A 3 Ktdiits g advadtagedpagkin@thdse/ a Q
illegitimately farming the land to pay taxes to the group, in order to be allowed to continue farming:

WwgS 1yRaz iz GKS 26ySNE &2dz KIS (G2 LI & GFILES&as
commentssecurity expert 78

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (or conflicts) were reported
or were relevant in the.owerShabelle regiompn-exhaustivdist):

A Hawiye vs Biyomaahn exemplification of the clan rivalry mentioned above is espnted by the
contest between Hawiye and Biyomaal clans in and around the town of Markiae Biyomaal,
although belonging to the Dir clan family, candomsidereda minority clan in theegion(see for
additional details theEA®XQ &OIreport Somalia Actorsand the9 ! { h Q& / BomalidNB LJ2 NJi
Targeted Profilesse They seeknore power and influence, along with a fairer shaf the control
over the security apparatysvhich they claim is instead disproportionately in the hands of the
Hawiyesst! OO2NRAY 3 (2 aSOdNAGE& SELISNI LLX GK2&8S8 FA:
YATAGIENE F2NOSa 2N gA0GKAY GKS 32 S NIYsueywii T2 NDC
0 KS¥ Qo

A ShantaAlemod (Digil) vs Gaaljeel (Hawiye) hostilities in and round the town of Wenlaavelyn
its district.In July 2020 the parties reached an agreement on the cessation of hostilltesng
displaced people to returess In April 2020 the conflict had resulted in more than 25 fatalities.

2.2.33 Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

572|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

573 |nterview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021

574Unpublished written information from a security organisation provided to EASO, August 2021
575Menkhaus, K input from external review?27 August 2021

576 Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021; Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
577 Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021; Interview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021
578 nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

579 |nterview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021; Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
580EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, p. 47; EASO, Country of Origin

Information Report orBomalia: Targeted profileSeptember 2021url, Chapter 4 Minorities and neminority clans

581 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

582 |nterview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021

583UNSG, ifuation in Somalia, 13 August 2020], para39; Universal TV, Two killed in southern Somalia clan feud, 29
September 2020

584 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@@Dpara. 35
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Figure1l2on regional distribution of Il KI 6 I | 6 Q& @Figardl %oy iegioSabdbsifibutiom of
Ot 'y YAt AQALFg@el@shye { E/TA DYty GRNAGNR O dzi A2y 2F dzy A F
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

Both in 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that the Sthabelle administrative
region had the highest number of security incideimsall of Somaliait also had the highest total
number of fatalities in 2020 and the second highest total number of fatalities in the first half of 2021
in the whole countryseeFigurel0 andFigurell). Between January and December 2020, a number

of 588 searity incidents, including battles, explosions or other forms of remote violence and violent
acts against civilians were reported in Lower Shabelle, causing 871 fatalities. In the first six months of
2021, ACLED counted 332 incidents and 297 deaths iretlian (sed~igure38 and Figure40).5ss
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Figure38. Lower Shabellg Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against
civilians from January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED#ata.

At the district level, Afgoye recorded the stosecurity incidents (448 events), followed by Lower
{KFroSftftSQa OFLAGEFEE al Nyl é6nTT S@SyiGtaos F2N) GKS L
Figure39).ss7

585EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Batadfitesas of 30 June 202,
586 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
587EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
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Figure39. Lower Shabelle breakdown of security events per district fromJanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED
data 588

Al-Shabaab was coded as ACTOR 1 in 746 of the 920 security incidents, accountimmtbBa% of
incidents reported between January 2020 and June 2021. 579 of theSkahhakrelated incidents
involved Somali Armed Forces or Somali Police Force, 132 involved AMISOM forces, and 30 incidents
involved civilians. The main type of incidemtsre armed clashes (609 incidents), along with the use

of remote-controlled explosives (90 incidents) and attacks against civilians (21 incigents).

Between January 2020 and June 2021, Airwars documented 13 alleged US strikes that Kiled 12
Shabaab fighters or militants and between 15 and 18 civilians in Lower Stteddediethe same time
period, ACLED data list 21 airstrikes by the US military in Lower Shabelle, resulting in 62 f&talities.

In 2020, Lower Shabelle was among the mo&tciéd regions regarding IEDnprovised explosive
device)activities, which mostly took place on main supply routes (MSR)wer Shabelle recorded

the highest number o$tandoff weapons(SOW) incidents in 2020 countrywide as well as 20 mortar
attacks.UNMAS argued that these attacks were likely related to operations aiming at pushing armed
opposition groups north of river Shabelle in order to protect M8Rs.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of confitated civilian casualtiesléaths

and injuries) in the regiorkigure40 shows the numbers of incidents ardtimatedfatalities (without
distinction as to civilian and necivilian) that have been recorded by ACLED in Lower Shabelle region
between January 2020 and the end of June 2021, by type of incident:

588 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated,[Bdm&lia, as of 30 June 2021,
589EASQO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,

590 Ajrwars, Airwars assessment (US strikes in Lower Shabelle during the period from 1 January 2020 to 30 June 2021), n.d.,
url

591EASO analysis based on publicly avalai@lL ED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jumé 2021,
592UUNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref®020 Annual Report, 16 June 202, pp. #9
593 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref®#020 Annual Report, 16 June 2024, p. 27

83



https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://airwars.org/civilian-casualties/?order=asc&orderby=incident_date&type_of_strike=air&end_date=2021-06-30&start_date=2020-01-01&country=somalia&belligerent=us-forces&search=Lower%20shabelle
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.unmas.org/sites/default/files/unmas_somalia_annual_report_2020.pdf
https://www.unmas.org/sites/default/files/unmas_somalia_annual_report_2020.pdf

Lower Shabelle Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 707 798
Explosions/Remote violence 159 298

Violence against civilians 54 72

Total 920 1168

Figure40. Lower Shabelle number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January
2020 and Jung021, based on ACLED défta.

Of the 1168 fatalities recorded in Lower Shabelle in 2020 and the first half of 2021, the vasttynaj

(584 deaths) were reported in Afgoye, followed by Marka (298 deaths), Qoryooley (112 deaths),
Wanla Weyne (99 deaths), Sablaale (35 deaths), Baraawe (22 deaths), and Kurtunwaarey (18 deaths).

2 KSYy F20dzaAy3d 2y AYOARSYylAYy®2RORIOOIEAIYEQDF YRAAWOD
that caused in total 72 fatalities were reported in Afgoye (34 incidents and 36 fatalities).

lllustrative security incidents

In May 2021, the UN Secreta@eneral stated that Lower Shabelle was among the regioost
affected by security incidentsmostly hitand-run attacks perpetrated by Ahabaab targeting Somali
Security Forces and AMISG¥.

On 3April 2021, AShabaab initiated attacks with vehidé®rne improvised explosive devices
(VBIEDs) on SNA base8arire and Awdhegle in Afgoye district, resulting in about 20 soldiers killed
and 45 injured?®” The United Nations&gretaryGeneral reported an indefinite number of mortar
attacks between ®November 2020 and Bebruary 2021 and a decreasing number of taoattacks
between February and November 2020. These attacks targeted mainly AMISOM and local security
forces in Lower Shabelies.In the same period, Ahabaab used grenades and |IE@sarget high

level federal and state officials, among them the Gaeerof Lower Shabelle? For more information

on this topic, please see SOl A 2y ¢ ®m 2 Bontla{Targ@tdd Profilds NI LJ2 NJi

In response to the liberation of Janale by SNA and AMISOM, in March 28R@k#sab increased its
attacks against AMISOM troops, killing five soldier@n 19February 2020, Abhabaab attacked
AMISOM and SNA bases in Qoryooley and Ceel Sdbirka district, with VBIEDSs, resulting in over
20 SNA casualties.

On 1January 2021, US forces conducted an air strike on Kurtunwaarey town in the Bamges area

destroying the Andulus FM radio station that belonged teSAhbaab. Ndatalities and/or injuries

were confirmed?2 Another media article reported the destruction ofAIK | 06 I kFFar@aan Rladio

in the course ofair strikes on KunyBarow town in the same week. According to special forces
officials, the attack killed threeoprnalists working therees Airwars reported that Somali and US

military forces engaged in an air strike in the vicinity of Tortorrow, gill@ight civilians, on

21 September 2020. US AFRICOM concluded in their assessment of the incident that the slaim wa
dzyadzoaidl yiAlFGSRT aAyOS W o{d F2NOSa oSNB y20 RA

594EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 88 June 2021,
595EASO analysis based on publicly available AGABDACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Juner2021,

596 UNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 202 para. 14

597UNSG, Situain Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 2021, para. 18, ACLED, Somalia, SOM33539, as of 30 June
2021,url; ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM38542

598 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February 2@2para. 13; UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13
November 2020url, para. 12

599 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February 2@2para. 15

600UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 2@2(Qara. 18

601UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 2@2{ara. 18; ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM30533,
602EASQO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@;June 2021,
Somali Dispatch, Al Shabab radio station bombed, casualties unknown, 2 Januamy021,

603 Somali Dispatch, Somalia discloses names eEpataab journalists killed in airstrikes, 7 January 2021,
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five civilians, among them a 3@ar old, respedtely a child, were killed in that incidefi.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somaliges

Other impacson civilian life

In Lower Shabelle, clanyof f A Otia O2yiAydzSR® t S2L) SQa tA@0Sa |y
violence, also causing displacements. Clan conflicts were the reason that humanitarian programmes

were suspende®’In Marka, the violent conflict between the two sekans Habar Gidand Biyomaal

was peacefully resolved after almost a decade of fighting. Elders from bothblauo had signed a

peace agreement in Mah 2018 backed by authorities from the Federal Government of Somalia and
SouthWest State, the United Nations and thegntational community. Since then, people have been

living in peace and the economy has recovered, an article from September 2020 expfaingte

first quarter of 2021, clashes between insurgents and clan militias in Wanla Weyne district resulted in

the confiscation of livestock from pastoralists as well as the torching of their settlements and @$sets.

Furthermore, among the reported incidents involving civilians in Lower Shabelle were an explosion of
ordnance killing and injuring childrer,attacks o trucks carrying charcoal to Mogadishu by Al
Shabaalsit the rescue of child soldiers from-8habaab? as well as the rape of girlsd women by

security officials or militasd® ! { 5h{ NBLR2NISR GKIFIG Wl aL{ha F2NDOS
otherunsped FASR 3INI @S | 06dzaSa 2F KdzYl y NA JIK-Shkahabh y NI
in Lower Shabelle4

UNOCHA reported that conflict impacted trade flows and livelihoods, e.g. by disrupting cropping
activities. Cropping activities were most affedtby conflict in Wanla Weyne, Marka and Qoryooley

in the second quarter of 202 In February 2020JNOCHA reported that Lower Shabelle was among
the worst affected areas for cumulative severity of child protection.

In 2020, SNA and AMISGMgagedn dislodging A{ KI 6 6 FNRBY [ 26SNJ { KI 6Sf f S
headquarters of their explosiv€l { Ay 3 FIF O02NAS&APQ 9@Sylddza tfes (GKS.
Sabid, Barire and Awdhegle-$habaab had used bridgesthese towns to transport vehicleorne

improvised explosives devices (VBIED) across the Shabelle river to Mogadishu.

604S, AFRICOM, Civilian Casualty Assessment Repguiarter, 2021, 2021url
605A| Jazeera, US air strike in Somalia killed civilians: MP, 11 MarcruB0PIRW, Somalia: Inadequate US Airstrike

Investigatons, 16 June 202@y!

606 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

607UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response RlI&omalia, 15 February 2021, p. 12

608 UNSOM, Reconciliation in Marka: Foes Turned Friends Recall Road to Peace, 21 Septeminér 2020,

609 FSNAU and FEWS NET, Food Security & Nutrition: Quarterly Brief with a Focus on the 2021 Jiaal Impact and Gu Season

Early Warning, 17 May 2024y, p. 4

610 Somali Dispatch, Ordnance explodes killing 7 children in Lower Shabelle, 2 Februanyrl2021,

611 Halbeeg News, Ahabaab burns truck carrying charcoal in Lower Shabelle, 17 Augustug0Radio Dalsan, Al

shabab burn two trucks transporting charcoal in Lower Shabelle region, 4 Octobeu2020,

612Somali Dispatch, Somali Army rescues abducted children freBhaaab, 26 September 2020l; UNSG, Situation in

Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 2020, p. 9

613 Somali Dispatch, More Rape Cases in k@&tabelle, 19 April 2020¢l; Somali Dispatch, Somali Soldiers Accused of

Rape in Janale, 13 April 2020T {2 Yl f A 5A&LI GOKZX aAyAadNR 2F 5S¥FSyasS adGKS
FIOS GKS I gwls mc ! LINAE HAHNZ

614USDQOS, 2020 Country Report on Human Rights Pragt8msalia, 30 March 2024, p. 5
615UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs Omgew ¢ Somalia, January 2021, 9 March 2021, p. 21
616 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response PB&omalia, 15 February 2021, p. 84

617HIPS, State of Somalia 2020 Report, 2081p. 14
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Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, the UNHCR Protection and Return Monitoring Network
(PRMNBs recorded an estimi@ed 29000 new displacements from Lower Shabelle between January
and May 2021 and 38100 in the year 2020. In the given period in 2021, conflict or insecurity was the
main driver behind the displacements (BB0 people). In 2020 floods were the main reador
266000 people relocating. In 2021, most people departed from Wanla Weyne distrie0@9of who

9 000 relocated to Benadir and0DO people remained in the district. Of the @90 people displaced

from Lower Shabelle, 1200 departed to Benadiin 2020, 12300 people from Wanla Weyne were
displaced, mostly within the district, followed by 1080 from Afgoye who were displaced within the
district and to Benadir. On a monthly basis, highest numbers of displacements in 2021 occurred in
February.m 2020, September was the month with most cases of displacensents.

Evictions

According to the NRC Evictions Information Portal, 834 households were forcibly evicted by the
government in Lower Shabelle on @8tober 2020. The 804 affectedndividuals had lived on private
property in an IDP camp in Imbagaato.

2.24 SouthrWest - Checkpoints and road security

There are two main roads in Sodillest: one is from Mogadishu up through Afgooye, Wanlaweyn,
BuurhakabaandBaidoa whichthen runs g to the top of Waajid, Xuddur and Tayeeglow. The middle
section of this route from Mogadishu to Baidoa around Leegedwily contested by AhabaabThe

other big route in Southwest is the coastal highway, going from Afgooye down to Baraawe and
eventudly down into Jubalanep:

A Mogadishug Afgooyec Baraawe The top portion of this road, until Marka, has a very significant
military footprint. After Marka, the only governmeihield town or district is Baraawe.
Kurtunwaarey and Sablaale, bo#tdjacent to Baraawe, are both under AS control. This route
constitutes one of the major contested areas, also given its agricultural wealth and is very
WLINROESYFOGAOQS LI NGAOER NI & FT2NJ!alL{ha FyR (KS

A Mogadishuc Afgooyec Wanlaweync Buurhakabac Baidoa. On the road between Mogadishu,
Afgooye and then Buurhakalznd Baidoa the location called Leego or Lego, situated between
Buurhakaba and Wanlaweyis crucial for internal mobilitse2 According tointernational expert
VI, hiere has been no persigtesecurity presence there from either SNA or AMISOM since 2017
while there isadense AS presencAS have checkpoints alotids roadand the revenue is collated
in locations such asortoorow orTotoro (known as AS taxation hub and assembly poBitir
Heybe, Buula Fuulay, which are off the main route between Baidoa and Mogatistsalready
mentioned,the paved road from Mogadishu through Baidoa to Gedo region and the Kenya border
is one of the most important commercial arteries in the country.

A Waajid, Xuddur and Tayeegloin Bakool) Rab Dhure and Tayeeglow districts are under AS
control. In addition, the town of Xudur is to a large extend surrounded and subjected to blockade
tactics by the AS. SoutlVest authorities and th&NAwere escortilg trucks transporting supplies

618 Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only
619UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogrfiomalia, as of July 2020]

620NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2821,

621 Interview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021

622 Interview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

623 |nterview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

624 |nterview with international experVIIil, 3 August 2021

625Menkhaus, K., input froraxternal review, 27 August 2021
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or commodities in Xudur to reduce the pressure on the town and lower the price of commodities.
The ENDF also maintain a corridor back up into Ethiopia via X§dur.

Southwest constitutes one of the three FMS (along with Benaxd Hirshabelle) where IEDs are
regularly encounteredAs per ACLED data, in the reference period (JanuaryQ0@0e 2021}here
were a total of234 explosions/remote violence events the typelED shelling,grenade andsuicide
bomb (amongothers remote violence eventsn SouthWest 19 in Bakool, 77 in Bay, and 138 in
Lower Shabellgesulting respectively i80, 77, and 23€atalities(Figurel9).62’In the course of 2020,
UNMAS reporteat IED incidents in Bakod@6 IED incidents in Bagnd 147 IED incidents in Lower
Shabellen 2020. There was a significant increase in IED incidents javBase they mostly took place
alongthe roadleading through Bay and into Gedo regféh

The USD{ y20GSR GKIGZ AY wHnanuwn Wi2NIdz2NBE |yR 20KSNJ
punishmen at the hands of clan militias, some of which are governmadfiiated, remained
FNBIjdzSyidQ O2ylGAydzSR GF{1{Ay3a LXIES Ay G(GKS NBIR TN

2.3Benadir and Mogadishu

For an overview of the Benadir Regional Administration (BR&the Fedeal Government of Somalia
(with site in Mogadishujn terms of(1) relevant dynamics, territorial control, and governance, (2)
presence of state level armed forces, and (3) presence of other actors/forces (federal, international,
and local), see the EASOuUGtry of Information report orSomalia Actors(July 2021)z

2.3.1Background

Benadir (or Banadir, or Benaadir) region is located irstheh-east of Somalia. It shares borders with
Middle Shabelle and Lower Shabelle regignslogadishu, which is the capital of the region, consists

of 17 districts:Abdiaziz, Bondhere, Daynile, Dharkenley, Hadagab, Hamaweyne, Hodan, Howl
Wadag, Huriva (Heliwa), Kaxda, Karan, Shangani, Shibis, Waberi, Wadajir (Medina), Warta Nabada
(previously Whardiigleey), and Yaqsks#d

Security expert | noted that the dominant clan family in Mogadishu is the Hawiye with several sub

clans. Among thesén terms of mmber and influenceAbgaal, Habar Gidir and Murasade are the

dominant ones. Other Hawiye clans witkizeable presence in Mogadishu are the Hawadle, Gaaljeel,
Gugundabe, and Sheekhaal, among other®ne indication of Hawiye dominance of the city is that

15 of the 17 district commissioners are Hawielhe Reer Hamdgalso Benadirilive in the central
parts of Mogadishu, in HamavS ey S 'y R { KFy3lFyA FtYyR WYOlFYy o©6S NB3I
f I y3dzZ 3S FsyHR Yikr dgabli ldeNay dheast of Mogadishees

Though the city is dominated demogtacally, politically, economically, and militarily by the Hawiye
clan family, other Somali clans can and do reside in thealitypughwith the status of guestand

626 Interview with international expert based in Somalia, 3 August 2021
627EASQO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
628 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual Reportu20219

629USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 Marah, 2024,

630EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 2245, 8891

631UNOCIHA, Somalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204/,

632 Somalia, Benadir Regional Administration &tagadishu Municipality, n.durl; Global Shelter Cluster, Banadir, nudl,

633 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

634 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 208terview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021
635 ACCORDLlandn Somaliapecember2009,url, p. 17
636 ACCORDLlandn Somaliapecember2009,url, p. 15
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with limited right€®s AccdNRAYy 3 (2 GKS CAYyYyAaK LYYAINFXGA2Y { SN
W5SALIAGS GKS aidNPRy3 LaeGidirdlang geofeTromial Gand iroSBrhalialivel y R |
Ay a2 3 keBavar&nz@dmeighbourhoodsexist, especially in areasear the international

airport and the main government compound, Villa Somalia, and attract Somalis from Darood, Dir and
DigitMirifle clansg® For additional details see EASO COI RepdBoonmalia: Targeted profiléshapter

4 Minoritiesand norrminority clangs« and the EASO COI reparh Somalia: Key socieconomic

indicators chapter on Mogadishés!

A major additional factom the city and region is the explosion in number of IDPs and IDP camps
(treated below). Most of the estimated 600,000 IDPs in Mogadishu and itaig®m areas g from

the DigitMirifle clan or are Somali Bantu, from rural areas of southern Somalia. Theyldelyto
return, but it is not cleawhether the dominant Hawiye clans are prepared to accept them as
permanent residents of Mogadishi.For further details see section below @rternal Displacement

and the aboveamentioned report orSomalia: Key soceconomic indicatorschapter on Mogadishess

The 2014 Ppulation Estimation Survey conducted BNFPAand Somali authorities estimated that

the population of the Banadir region was 1 650 227 inhabitamt&ccording to the CIA Factbook,

az23dl RA&AKdzQa LJ2 Lzt I ( 388000 id20ZL, whike theirdgR i 8 Bficiél H#eD&its 2 H
NBLZ2NISR GKIG a23F RAaKdzQa LJ2 Lzt | s ReRaglir chrtitutesbp Y A €
the most populated region of Somak&aFor IDPs figures see section belowsternal displacement

2.3.2 Conflict dynamics

Actors and control areas/influenceMogadishu is crowded with various federal, regional, and district
security forces who often clash with one another and who generally answer to clan authorities rather
than a government chaiof commande

According to security expert |, the Hawiye clamfly is dominant in Mogadishu, and beyond it
(including in Lower Shabelle and Middle Shabelle). Within the Hawiye clan family the three major clans
in order of importancén Mogadishuare: Abgaal, Habar Gidir, and Murasafltegedly they dominate

the city, besides constituting % of its entire populatin.

Clan militia and protection forces, sometimes hatted as police or SNA units, are the main source of
protection for residents, and one of the primary reasons clans tend to cluster together in
neighbourhoodsWith few exceptions, only the Hawiye clans have these clan militias in the city, a

factor which reinforces their dominance of MogadisttAccording to securitg ELISNII L X a2 3+ RJ
Y2NIKSNY LI N> W2N ¢ K hctuallyithé SasterOdart df theickpS  yORNILINA 40 dz
the districts of KaranAbdiaziz Shibis, Yagshid, and even Bondhere, is completely dominated by the

637 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

B8CAYfFYRZI CAYYAAK LYYAINI GA2Y { SNDFiddh@Missibnixalkogabighuih y F2 NI (A 2
March2020, Security situation and humanitarian conditions in Mogadishu [source: oral interview with UNHCR 3.3.2020.], 7
August 2020url, p. 39

639 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

640EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Targeted profileSeptanber2021,url

641EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Key socieconomic indicatorsSeptember2021,url

642Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

643EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Kegociceconomic indicatorsSeptember2021,url

644 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey?2014,SomaliaOctober2014,url, p. 31

645CIA, CIA World FactboqiSomalia, last updated 3 May 202£l; Somalia, Benadir Regional Administration and

Mogadishu Municipality, n.durl

646 H|PS, State of Somall820 Report, February 202dr], p. 18

647Menkhaus, K., NoState Security Providers and State Formation in Somalia, entBecurity Governance, 201,

pp. 2124
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Abgaal. The old medieval nucleus of the town instead, which comprises the Shingani and Hamar
Weyne districts, is dominated by the Benadiri, with significant injections of Abgaal in Shamgha

Habr Gidir in Hamaweyne. According to local expertso who resides irMogadishy the Haviye in
Shingani and in HamaWeyne control key buildings and premises in these two districts, thus
exercising or showing a level of control of the area thajpasses theg actual population residing
theret As to Hamadajab and Waberi, they are among the most mixed districts of Mogadishu:
although still Hawiye dominated, they comprise a significant portion of 0.5 clans, as well as-of Digil
Mirifle. As to theremaining districts- Whardiigleey (now Warta Nabada), Hewkdag, Hodan,
Daynile, Wadajir (Medina), Dharkenley, afalxdalor KaxdaSheekhall the newest district, still to be
officially ingituted), according to security expert |, they ademinated each time by a different
combination of Murasade, Habr Gidir, and Abgaal clans, which add to other more mixed population
groups, including: other Hawiye clans, Diditifle, Dir, and other minority clargs? According to a
BFA/SEM source, the Adm were in 2017 the clan who primarily decided on land ownership in
Mogadishu. The RahanweymariBu and salyarely own land. The Benadiri are said to be in a better
situation as they have long historic connections with Mogadishu.

In terms of security fices, Mogadishu i¥ 3 S y $dvdrofletBy the governmentand government
alignedforces,as security expert Il puts 8 These include the federal security forceAMISOM) a

contingents ancheadquartes, the Presidential Guard, the police, security sedtmces answerigto

the Benadir regional authorities, andumerous private security firms andlan protection forcesss

However,as shown on occasion of recent political tensions, the opposition fgitawiye) can easily
mobilisetheir own militias(see below for further detailgye often drawn from the formal security

sectorss? For an overview and detailsbout security forcesnational and international, private and
public,present in Mogadishsee the report orSomalia: Actor§uly 202).6s8 Loyalty of theesecurity

forces isanissue though, as pointesdzi © & & SOdzNA (& S E LISwal theLsecMrityW (i K S NB
F2NOSa KIFI@S 6SSy GUNIFAYSR FYyR Lilzi G23SGKSNIDZI WAl
theirown O f ksoy” Q @

The other major actor in town is constituted #-ShabaabAccording toProfessorKen Menkhaus
Al-Shabaalwoesnot directly control any locations in the city but acts as a netwergecurity expert
I-maintains that Wi KS& | NS KARAY3,ahdhatyi K S K& ILIRAIazZK dzZD A 2 RA &
Fi GKS O2NYySNER 27T (KS Dayhiléadd HuriNaS(Heltal ér the afedzknbBMRS RQ > ¢
as Jazeera (beach),uth of Mogadishus: Still according to security expert A-{ K 6 F | 6 Q& LINB & S
is located in the periphery of the citwhiled KSANJ Ay Ff dzSy O0OS A& LISNIDIF aixgsSy
that A-Shabh 6 KlF a AYTFAfGNIFGSR SOSNRESKSNBQ® ! ffSISRfEs
campus area, which lies next to Mogadishu airpei®ecurity expert | commentsontis WL g2 dz R Yy
rule out that even some foreigners deal withl{Shabaab] and pay them, | have some evidence that

at least some international NG@sy them indirectt®@ G KNR dz3K | O2y G NJF Ol 2NY W

650 Expert V is a Somali culture expert and loinge resident of Mogadishu, with several years of experience as a local and
international consultant. Expert V prefers to remain anonymous for safety reasons

651 Interview with Somali local expert V, 7 July 2021

652 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

653 BFA/SEMSicherheitslagén Somaligsource:Representativef an internationalNGO Nairobi], August2017,url, p. 73

654 |nterview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

655 Menkhaus, K., input from external rew, 27 August 2021

656 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

657 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

658 EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 2245, 8891
659 nterview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021

660 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

661 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 2tine 2021

662 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
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instinc Al SEA&AEC20HNEOAMINBO SELISNI LL Wl Fifot yS A&
LI NI 2F {2YFfAlIZ AdGQa O2yiNRffSR o6& !la#{ha |YyR 7
Conflict dynamicsMogadishu is the site of two major conflicts: on the one handAk8habaabanti-

Al-Shabaab conflict. On the other hand, and at mpoétical level, the political confrontation between
AyOdzyoSyiQa 3I208SNYYSyd |ffASR &dzLILIXrdbdithelHsfwWRe T2 NOS &
clan family. This more political confrontation, which is tied to thegoimg electoral procesefirect

electionsin Somaliaare due inJulySeptember 202)lhas at times escalated into military clashes, and

has the potential to mobilise armed groups and milita®olitical leaders aradept at mobilizing clan

to incite political violence, but thelan dimension of some clashes in Mogadishu disguises the fact

that these are mainly intrglite power struggless

The heavily militarised AS preserareincursiorsin town is manifesed in assassinations, explosions,
and taxcollectionss” To contrastall theseactivities,in the course of 201¢he FGS, AMISOM, UNSOM
(United Nations Assistance Mission in Somahaa)well asother international bodies and donoys
discussedhe Mogadishu Security PIgiMSP) which included, among others: the constructionsof
checkpoints in the Somali capitaihdthe establishment of an assetsanagement systepincluding
for donor-provided vehiclesynder the responsibilitpf the Somali Police Foree

Adding to the oveview abovejn terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes
(or conflicts) were reported or were relevant in the Benadir regimr{exhaustivdist):

A A major source of political tension that included limited arnoéashes occurred during a stand
off between the government leadership and opposition over delayed electidast of the militia
mobilized in support of opposition figures were drawn from local Hawiye members of the security
sectorss°

A Haber Gedir clan coligt with government forces thaittemptedto move into adistrictcontrolled
by the clan. The clan was rallying behind a chief of police, Saltigree Omar. Who had been
fired by the FGS?

2.3.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figure10 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al KI 6 I | 6 Qa ZFigardlSoyf iegioSabdsifitiutiom of

Oft Iy YAt AQALIFg@el@hy2 { SE/FA XSyASty GRATaGNRAodziA2y 2F dzyAF
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

Both in 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that the Benadir administrative region
with the capital Mogadishu ranked second in terms of the highest number of security incidents;
regarding the total number of fatalities, in 2020 Benadinked second and in the first half of 2021 it
ranked third (sed~igurel0 and Figurell). Between January and December 2020, a number of 489
security incidents causing 429 fatalities were reported in Benadir. In the first six months of 2021,
ACLED counted 252 incidents and 272 deaths in this region. In boot, 1% of the reported

663 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
664 Interview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

665 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
666 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
667 Interview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

668 UNSOM, NPM Neuwsletter, Edition 29, August 20i9p. 3

669 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
670 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021
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incidents were battles (380 incidents), about26(193 incidents) explosions or incidents of remote
violence and about 2% (168 incidents) of the reported incidents involved violence against ievilia
(seeFigure41 and Figure43).s7

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
70

60
50
40
30
2

o

1

o

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June

o

2020 2021

Figure41. Benadirg Evolution ofsecurity events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED @ata.

At the district level, Hodan, recorded the most security incidents (110 events), followed by Daynile

district (L06 events) for the period between January 2020 and end of June 2021 (see figure below).
CA®PS AyOARSyi(ia O2RSR o6& !'/[95 F+ta WoliddGfSaQsx SA13
incidents of violence against civilians were not attributed to afiy ol KS OA (i& Q& RAAUGNRO
Mogadishue

67LEASO analysis based on publicly avalal@L ED data. ACLED, CuraatdFiles, Somalia, as of 30 June 2@211,
672EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
673EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Figure42. Benadirg breakdown of security events per district fromdanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLEEF dat

Al-Shabaab was coded as ACTOR 1 in 458 of the 741 séweidgnts, accounting for around 62 of
incidents reported between January 2020 and June 2021. 334 of theSleaBhakrelated incidents
involved Somali Armed Forces or Somali Police Force and 110 incidents involved civilians. The main
type of incidentswere armed clashes (a swategory of battles, 249 incidents), along with attacks
against civilians (a sttategory of violence against civilians, 76 incidents) and the use of remote
controlled explosives (69 incidents).

Regarding IED activities, UNMAparted a decrease in Benadir in 2020 compared to 2018was

further noted that the decrease correlated with the success of operation Badbaado, commenced in

April 2019, which aims at libeting and securing key strategic positions in the Lower Shabelle
regions”” The decrease was furthermore caused by the maintenance of the Mogadishu Security Plan
ba{t0 AYLIXSYSYGSR Ay alé& HAMpPE HKAOK ask3ayArAFaiol
Nevatheless, Benadir recorded a distinctly high number of explosions cordgarether regions in

the reporting period®

In May 2021, the UN Secreta@eneral stated that Benadir was among the regions most affected by
security incidents; mostly hitandrun attacks perpetrated by Ahabaab targeting Somali Security
Forces and AMSOMego

674EASO analysis based on publiclyilatzee ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jumk 2021,
67SEASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
676 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref020 Annual Report, 16 June 2024, p. 9

677UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref#20 Annual Report, 16 June 2024, p. 9; UNSG, Situation in Somalia,
S/2021/154, 17 February, 2021y, para. 13

678 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref620 Annual Report, 16 June 2024, p. 9

679 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
680 UNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 2021para. 14
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While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure43 shows the nmbers of incidents andstimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and netivilian) in Benadir region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Benadir Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 380 254
Explosions/Remote violence 193 298
Violence against civilians 168 149
Total 741 701

Figure43. Benadirg number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the pebietiveen January 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED d&ta.

In the reporting period, most fatalities from battles were recorded in Daynile and Karan districts (31
ead), followed by Hodan (28) and HeWladag (26). The highest number of people killed in
explosions or by remote violence were recorded in Wadajir with 60 fatalities and in Heajab with

43. Of the 149 fatalities from violence against civilians, thedsghumber of 26 was recorded in
Daynile, followed by 23 in Hodan and 20 in Dharkefttey.

lllustrative security incidents

On 15June 2021, an Ahabaab suicide bomber blew himself up outside the Dhagabadan general
military base in Wadajir district, whesecrowd of recruits was lined up for enrolmefitAccording to
ACLED, at least 40 peeplvere killed, and more than 35 others were injufétinews reports
mentioned at least 2@, 158 or 10 dead” and 20 injureeks.

On 21May 2021, an IED allegedly bySAbbaab militants targeting the district commissioner of
Garasbaley village neighbourhood in Daynile district killed four people including the Garasbaley
chairman Abdirahman Ahmed Garyase.

On 3April 2021, the detonation of a persedrorne improvised explosive device (PBIED) inside a
restaurant in theSadexda Geed village neighbourhdadShangani district killed between five and
seven civilians, among them an infant. At least four or fileptivilians were injureep®

On 29March 2021, the detonation of an IED targeting a convoy with the general secretary of Daynile
district, Mahad Sharawe, killed at least four or five pedpléccording to different reports, three

681EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
682EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
683New York Times (The), Suicide Blast at Milifagining Camp in Somalia Targets New Recruits, 15 Junel2DZ¥frica
News, At least 15 killed in suicide bombing at Somalia army camp, 15 Junei20Rajly Sabah, 20 killed as suicide
bomber targets army camp in Somalia, 15 June 2081ACLED, Somalia, SOM34072, as of 30 June 2021,

684 ACLED, Somalia, SOM34072, as of 30 June 2021,

685 Daily Sabah, 20 killed as suicide bomber targets army camp in Somalia, 15 Jungl2021,

686 Africa News, At least 15 killed in suicide bombing at Somalia army camp, 15 JunerR021,

687 New York Times (The), Suicide Blast at Milifagining Camp in Somalia Targets New Recruits, 15 Juneu2D21,

688 New York Times (The), Suicide Blast at Military Training Camp in Somalia Targets Nisy Redune 2021rl; Daily
Sabah, 20 killed as suicide bomber targets army camp in Somalia, 15 JunerR021,

689 ACLED, Somalia, SOM33874, as of 30 June 2024A, Bomb blast in Somali capital kills local official, bodyguards, 21
May 2021 url

690 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May A@21para. 15; ACLED, Soma8®©M33551, as of 30 June 2021,

url; AA, Turkey condemns terror attacks in Somalia, 3 April 2021Xinhua News Agency, 6 killed, 4 injured in suicide
bombing in Somalia, 4 April 2021r]

691 ACLED, Somalia, SOM33521, as of 30 June @02TE Noticias Financieras English, Somdfieve people die in a car
bombing in Somalia's capital, 29 March 2021; AA, Roadside blast kills at least 5 in Somali capital, 29 Mardh 2021,
SONNA, Roadside bomb kills 4 people, injuries 3 others in the capital, 29 Marchi2021,
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bodyguards and a civilabystandef? or one®: or more women and children were among the
fatalities®«. ACLED ascribed the attack teShlabaab militantss

On 5March 2021, the explosion of a suicide vehiotegne improvised explosive device (VBIED)
targeting a hotel restaurantgpular among government officials and security forces in the Hamar
Jajab district caused the collapse of a nearby building. In the incident, at least 20 or 10 people were
killed and 30 injuredes

On 31January 2021, Ahabaab conducted a complex attacktbe Afrik Hotel in Waberi district. Up
to 10 people were reportedly killed, including retired army general and former Minister of Defence
Mohamed Nur Galab?

On 23January 2021, four or five soldiers and a former member of parliament were killed ndzarBee
junction in Shibis district by a remote controlled IEDSKA&baab has claimed responsibility for the
attackses

On 27November 2020, a suicide bomber detonated his device in acrean parlour in Wadajir
district killing 6 to 8 people and woundinba@ut 10 otherse®

In September 2020, a rickshaw driver was allegedly shot and killed by a soldier over an argument in
Mogadishur

On 9September 2020, an Ahabaab suicide bomb attack at the Blue Sky restaum@atMogadishu
National Theatre killed theepeople and injured seven othe®sThe restaurant itHamarWeynewas
filled by civilians and government officiais.

On 16August 2020, ABhabaab attacked the Elite Hotel in the Lido beach area of Mogadishu with
guns and a car boni: 20 people were kidd.704

On 25March 2020, two to four people were killed and three to six injured in a suicide bomb attack in
a small restaurant near Sayidka junction in HVddags

692 ACLED, Somalia, SOM33521,as of 30 June 2021,

693 SONNA, Roadside bomb kills 4 people, injuries 3 others in the capital, 29 Marchi2021,

694 AA, Roadside blast kills at least 5 in Somali capital, 29 March @021,

695 ACLED, Somalia, SOM33521,as of 30 June @021,

696 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/4B%May 2021url, para. 15; ACLED, Somalia, SOM33377,as of 30 Junau@021,
BBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of Sonsmkaldio Dalsan news 1700 gmt 5 Mar 21, 7 March 20&4&s Ghana, 10
killed and 30 injured in suicide bombing in Mogadishu, 6 March 2021,

697UNSG, Situain in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February, 201 ,para. 14; New York Times (The), Militants Storm Hotel
in Somali Capital and Blasts Rock Area, 31 January 2021,

698 ACLED, Somalia, SOM33045, as of 30 June 20ZBBC Monitoring, Four soldiers killed in explosion in Somali capital,
23 January 2021

699 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February 2@2para. 14; ACLED, Somalia, SOM32536, as of 30 June
2021,url; Reuters, Suicide bomber kills six in Mogadishtcieam parlour, 27 November 2020

700 Mareeg.com, Somali soldier kills civilian driver in Mogadishu, 21 September020,

701 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31947, as of 30 June 2024l Jazeera, Several killed in suicide bombing outside mosque in
Somalia, 11 September 2020]

702 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31947, as of 8 2021 url

703UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 282@ara. 14; France 24, Deadly gun and bomb attack at
hotel in Somalia's catal Mogadishu, 16 August 2020]

704 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 2@2@ara. 14; France 24, Deadly gun and bomb attack at
hotel in Somalia's capital Mogadishu, 16 August 2020,

705 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30768, as of 30 June 202INSG, Situation in Somalia, Report of the Secr&aneral 13

May 2020 url, para. 198BC Monitoring Africa, Programme summary of Somalia's Radio Daljir news 1700 gmt 25 March
20, 27 March 2021
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On 8January 2020, Ahabaab claimed responsibility for a suicide bamb attack near th
presidential palace, which killed 4 people and injured 15 others. Bile Ismail, director of Somalia's
Ministry of Women and Human Rights Development was confirmed dead.

Among others, security incidents related to ctaonflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somalia”

Other impacson civilian life

Different sources consider MogadishutoWelzy a (G 6t SQ> GgAGK (GKS aAaddz GAz2
a WiSy D3I 6daSLINKYRY dbyf araiigSliA f BER WIiKS Y2ad Ayas
{ 2YLl f A volatfe sdciy situation impastLIS 2 LI S Q & M6dng Arbukditle ity and
frequenting busy hotspots like marketplaces described as ®onsiderable ris® Furthermore,

Islamists targeted aviation operating from Aden Adde International Airport in Mogadishor. more
information on Mogadish@ & A y i S NJ/ | fcces¥iRilioy Apfedsél ssectioyf R2.2-and 1.2.3 of

9! { hQa /SoraliaN&y @déibnomic indicatorspublished irSeptember2021 711

In July 2021, Crisis24 provided an assessment of the security risk level in Somalia, corroborated by
Hiraal Institute, stating that Islamist militants engaged in the extortion of businesses and development
projects in Mogadishu. Assasaiimg businesspersons and damaging property were used as means of
enforcement?:2

LY CSONXzZENE HauwmMZI !Dbh/ 1! NBLRNLISR dKIFIG ¢gAlGK WwWSY
among the worst affected areas for cumulative severity of child protectid20R0, in a context of

increased estimated numbers of children in need. Other risks for children included threats of
recruitment, abuse and abductiors.USDOS reported that between April 2020 and March 2021,

security forces had recruiteaind armed childreiftwo boys and one girl) as guards of public buildings

and government officials in Mogadisiy.

o<,

In 2020, more than 100 cases of sexual violence were documented in Mogadishu. Many cases
concerned girls out of school due to the pandemc.

In the USDOS 202hnual human rights report, unlawful or arbitrary killings, including extrajudicial
1TAfEAY3as gSNB Y2y3a (KS 208Ny YSyld F2NOSaAQ Kdzyl

The Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) recorded four attacks on health care personnel
or infrastructure in Benadir in 2020. In one of these incidents in October 2020 two people were killed
by explosives, in another attack in April 2020, one person was killed in gunfire.

Against this backdrophe UNHCRId the Finnish factinding misson to Mogadishu in March 2020
that{ 2 YI £ A WLJdzowerk hable GdNINZO@ AARIE 3 QLINE ( S andan igrnatichal A y a i O

706 UNSG Situation in Somalia, S/2020/121, 13 February 282@ara. 17; ACLED, Somalia, SOM30268, as of 30 June

2021,url

707 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

798 Finland, Finnish Immigration Servicenflia: Facfinding mission to Mogadishu in March 2020, Security situation and
humanitarian conditions in Mogadishu, 7 August 2020, p. 4 World Bank (The), Somalia Urbanization Review: Fostering

Cities as Anchors of Development, 2024, p. 85

709\World Bank (The), Somalia Urbanization Review: Fostering Cities as Anchors of Developmeutl, 2085,

710 Crisis24, Somalia Country Report, July 2081,

711EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Key socieconomic indicatorsSeptember2021, url

712 Crisis24, Somalia Country Report, July 2081 Hiraal Institute, A Loosing Game: Countering K I 6 1 6 Q& CAYl Y OA I f
System, October 202041, p. 1

713UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response PBoamalia, 15 February 2021}, p. 84

714USDOS, 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report: Somalia, 1 July2021,

715UN-Habitat, UNHabitat, local government and the EU join forces to combat GeBdsed Violence in Mogadishu

through COVIEL9 awareness forums, 14 June 20ad,

718 USDOS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somdbaci8@021url, pp. 12
717SHC020 SHCC Health Care Somalia Data, 14 April 2021,
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https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35059/SOMALIA%20URBANIZATION%20REVIEW.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35059/SOMALIA%20URBANIZATION%20REVIEW.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y
https://crisis24.garda.com/insights-intelligence/intelligence/country-reports/somalia
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Key_socio_economic_indicators.pdf
https://crisis24.garda.com/insights-intelligence/intelligence/country-reports/somalia
https://hiraalinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/A-Losing-Game.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HRP_2021-Somalia.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-trafficking-in-persons-report/somalia/
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-local-government-and-the-eu-join-forces-to-combat-gender-based-violence-in-mogadishu
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SOMALIA-2020-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/b06b223b-499f-4d6f-b6a8-5501497f9613/resource/aa20b398-5dab-418d-a4a5-5623dcd0ae72/download/2020-shcc-health-care-somalia-data.xlsx

NGO told Fithat people generally distrustetie police:e Residents of Mogadishu but also politicians
rather relied on (lan-based) militias regarding protection and, for this reason, preferred to settle
within their clan network in the city

For further general information on Benadir and Mogadishu, on relevant dynamics and the governance
structure, please see sections37L-T ®o ®o 2 F 9! {Stn@l@- Attdry publsBecd Nidity
2021720

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRMported 214000 new displacements from Benadir,
with 185000 displacements in April 2021 alone. Between January and May 20200093sw
displacements were registered in Benadir, of which @89 were within the region and @0 were

to Lower Shabelldn 2021, 18%00 of the displacements were caused by conflict and insecurity. For
the same period, 1800 additional displaced persons newly arrived in Benadir from Lower Shabelle
(14000 cases), Middle Shabelle Q@0 cases) and from Hiraan (300 cases).tl@@ 21000
displacements in 2020, nearly all within Benadir, flooding was the main reasad0Ql8ases),
followed by conflict and insecurity (00 cases). In 2020, BP0 conflict or insecurityrelated newly
displaced people arrived in Benadir, maiflgm Lower Shabelle (5B00 cases), Middle Shabelle,
Hiraan, Mudug and Galgadua.

Evictions

According to the NRC Evictions Information Portal, between January addn292021, 6897

individuals were affected by 149 cases of forced evictions in BerZg¥ircases of forced evictions

were reported in Benadir in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion oR#DAindividuals. Of the 436

reported forced eviction cases in 2020 and 2021, 272 occurred in Kaxda district and 144 in Daynile
RAAGNRAOG ™ ybSWNI ROGSIESRIVUEY (1 Q o mycgt FGIRERENR Q yoRp My RS @AS
two main reasons for forced evictions in the regien.

In May 2021, 1522 people were evicted from 18 IDP settlements in Garasbaley to nearby Igadawage

village in Benadir. A repioby NRC and the Protection Cluster identified the evicted households as IDP
households (for further information on who is considered IDP in Mogadishu, please see the discussion

of the concept outlined i SOUA2Y M®H do Sdmali: Kdy lsa@gcondnticlindida®isJ2 NJi
published inSeptember 20212+ According to Somali expert Jutta Bakonyi, land on which displaced
LJIS2LX S aSdiat SR OFYS Ay (GKS F20dza 27F az23F RA&aKdIzQ:
initiated massscale evictions. Evictions motivated by spiking land and reals estate prices pushed
RAALI F OSR LIS2 L} S ={AZepaitkyStheldtariahDisplatem2rdAd cnijorindl Oeatre

(IDMC) from November 2018 stated that @of evictees in Mogadishu were IDPs. Forced evictions

were triggers of displacement and multiple evictions created cycles of displacémeéot. more

information, please alstefer to the section on evictions@mSOG A2y MdH do SGomali@! { h Q&
Key socieeconomic indicatorspublishedn Septembe202172

718Finland, Finnishmmigration Service, Somalia: Fdictding mission to Mogadishu in March 2020, Security situation and
humanitarian conditions in Mogadishu, 7 August 2020, p. 20

719Belgium, CGREEDOCA, COIl urftomalié; Veiligheidssituatie in Mogadishu, 29 June 2021pp. 3940

720EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 8891

721 Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

722UUNHCR, PRMN Dashbogrfiomalia, as of July 2020]

722NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2821,

724NRC and Protection Cluster, Rapid Assessment Ref@atasbaley Eviction, 30 May 2021l, p. 2

725Bakonyi, J., The Political Economy of Displacement: Rent Seeking, Dispossessions and Precarious Mobility in Somali
Cities, 15 October 202Qrl, p. 15

726|DMC, Thematic serigsUnsettlement: Urban displacement in the 21st century, November 20d8pp. 2, 6

727TEASOQ, Country of Origin Information Report on S@mkky soci@conomic indicatorsSeptember2021,url
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/dataviz/1?sv=1&geo=192
https://evictions.nrcsystems.net/downloads.php
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/rapid_assessment_report_garasbaley_eviction_final_draft_30_may_2021.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/1758-5899.12849
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/201811-urban-displacement-mogadishu.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Key_socio_economic_indicators.pdf

In February 2021UNOCHA stated that, in contrast to a reduction of forced evictions across all
locations in Somalia, Mogadishu remained the most affected city with constant spikes in evigtions.
In Mogadishu, whereno adequate legaframework to regulate land disputes existiacreased
potential for land conflict related to rapid urbanisation, population growth and claims by people from
the Somali diaspora occurreldoreover, llegal acquisition of public land by private individuakss

an issuez

2.3.4Mogadishu- Checkpoints and road security

FAYYA&aK L YYA3INIinding sissiprSttNiByadissuMarcht2bD20)ieported thatthere

are several hundred checkpoints town manned by security forces. Most of theare in the city
centre, where political institutions are situated, and in the northern section around the military
headquartergze Still based on the same reporggarding the amount charged by security forces at
checkpoints experts and NGO members statedraye between 0.25 and 5 US Dollars:or further
details about checkpoint, road security, and internal mobility in Benadir/Mogadishu see saltah
Mogadishu ortthternal mobility, includingheckpoint§bf the EASO COI report @omalia: Key socio
economic indicatorss?

As per ACLED data, in the reference mkiidanuary 202@ June 2021}here werea total of 193
explosions/remote violence events the type IED, shelling, grenade and suicide bomb (among others
remote violence eventdh Benadir, resulting in 298 fatalitigsigure19).72 UNMAS reported that 83
IED incidents took place in Benadir in 26%0

2.4 Hirshabelle

For an overview of the Hirshabelle administration in terméldfelevant dynamics, territorial control,

and governance, (2) presence of state level armed forces, and (3) presence of other actors/forces
(federal, international, and local), see the EASO Country of Information repScimalia: Actor&luly
2021)7s

2.4.1 Hiraan

2.4.1.1Background

Hiraan region shares borders with the following regions: Galgaduud to the-pagh with Middle
Shabelle to the south, with Lower Shabelle to the sew#st and with Bakool to the east. It also shares

7282 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response PBamalia, 15 February 2021, p. 91
72 Federal Republic of Somalia, Federal Government of Somalia, MoPIED, Somalia National Development Plan 2020 to
2024: The Path to a Just, Stable and Prosperous Somalia, [@6,1p],237; Finlandsinnish Immigration ServicBpmalia:
FactFinding Mission to Mogadishu and Nairobi, January 2018, 5 October 2018, 20

730 Finland Finnish Immigration Servic8omalia: Faefinding mission to Mogadishu in March 2020, Security situation and
humanitarian conditions in Mogadishu, 7 August 20@f, p. 22

731 Finland,Finnish Immigration ServicBomalia: Faefinding mission to Moggishu in March 2020, Security situation and
humanitarian conditions in Mogadishu, 7 August 2020, pp. 2223

732

733EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
734 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual Reportu20219
735EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 9295
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https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf

an international border with Ethiopia to the northiithan consists of three districts: Belet Weyne
06 KAOK 02NRSNA 9UGKAZ2LALF G2 (GKS y2NIKOZ . dff 2 . dzNJIi

Hiiraan is mainly inhabited by Hawiye clans. The territory north of the Shabelle River is dominated by
the Hawadle st | YI GgKAf S (joKGhalj@éln@dBaasi Ddd®dutiaBsimaifly inhabit

the territory south of the river. The minority gup Makane (Bantu/Jareer) lives along the northern
part of the Shabelle rivee?

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNy§PAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of the Hiiraan region was 520 68tmongwhich81 379 people in tran areas, 13537
in rural,and 252 609 nomad%® More recent population figures or estimates could not be foural:
IDPs figures see section belowoternal displacement

2.4.1.2 Conflictdynamics

According to security expert Hiraan which borders with Ethiopiarepresents a major crossroads
between Ethiopia and Sout@ientral Somalia, a sort of accagste towardsthe Somali regions
Between the two countries/regions there is alsoeatain levebf border uncertainty. Variouslawiye
clans thatinhabit the Hiraan region do not perceive that they are treated as major stakeholders by
the local Somali administration, and hence, they prefer to deal with the Ethiopiariside.

Actors and control areashfluence Hiraan is dominated by the Hawadle clan, which is the most
populous and probably the most powerful clan in tiegion. In order of importance they are followed
by the Gaaljee{they also reside in Middle Shabelle, but allegedly do not contrgl major town in
either regionsjand the Gugundabe (clan Baadi Adde)vho are present in all major towris These
clansare followed by other minority groups, suchtas Dir, the Sheekhaal, the Reer Haséashraf)
Jareer WeynéBantu)andthe ReerShabellgor Makane, Makannestill Banty, according to security
expert | (for additional details see thEASO COIl Report on Somalieargeted Profileschapter 4
Minorities).”#2

The other major actor in the region is@habaab, wich controls the rural areas, while all major cities

WHre not connectef according to security expert4.Of the same opinion is security expert I, who

details that Bula Burto and Beletweyne, along with the major towns in Hiraan, are controlled by state

and feddNJ f F2NDSasx gAOK GKS KStLJ 2F !lalL{haQa 52A02
O A (idirs@aa controlled by ABhabaaly*

'a G2 K Djibbubi tofitihgerPscurity expert | maintains thatud to cultural and language
proximity, these troopsare very well embedded in the society, while they try to adopt a very neutral
approach tovards local politics (differently from what Ethiopian and Kenyan contingents reportedly

736 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 2047,

73TEASOCOIreport - SouthandCentralSomalieCountryoverview[clanmapsbasedon Lewis1955,Abikar1999], August

2014,url, pp. 5253

738 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31

739nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

740|RB, Somalie : information surleclanBadRS &. I RA ! R2T . I RAOFRST -cdddep ! RST . I RA
BaadaAdde], y compris sur ses caractéristiques particulieres, sa répartition géographique, ses activités et sa position dans
la hiérarchie @s clans; information sur le traitement qui lui est réservé par les autorités et les autres clansa\ad12

2018), 12 April 2018&rl

74l Interview with Senali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

742 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

743 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

744 Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021
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usually doys The ENDF contingent is also present in the region. For additional details about federal,
state, and other armed actors in the region see reporSomalia: Actorg§July 202146

Conflict dynamicsA first source of conflict in Hiraan is tHemand which igput forwardin particular

by the Hawadleclan, that Hiraarshouldconstitute a regioral state perse,and it should nobe part

of Hirshalelle. The main argument supporting this claim is the fact that Hiraan is the only region that
remained undivided out of the eight original regions @mepc ¢ { 2YI ft Al T 06 ST2 NS
that constituted thefirst Republic of Somalia The issue thiadiny Hawadle would pi@ y G KS (|
is why Hiraan was not divided into two or more regions, so to allow them to group together again, as
per the new Somalonstitution (See report onSomalia: Actols#s in order toform a standalone
federal member state within Somali&.Security expert Il frames this conflict in slightly different
terms, as an Hawadle/Abgal competition, with Abgaal dominariliddle Shabelle and in the state
administration.Within this context, General Abukar Haji Warsame (General Xuud/Hdud, who
belongs to the Hawadle clan, and enjagsa large degre¢he backing of his clan base, has opposed
also militarily the newHirshabellestate administration led byhe recently electedNovember 2020)
president Ali Gudlawe (Abgal).His so called Hiraan Salvation Council has the support as well
exceptionallyof the HawiyeGaljacel (Gaagl) clan militiasc However,security expert Imaintains

that this is a clan grievance that can be addressed politialtyg it would beunlikely to break out
againin anopenarmed confrontatiorst For additional details abouwtll this and the Hiraan Salvation
Council the armed separatist movement which has its base on the outskirts of Beletweyne, see report
on Somalia: Actor%?

Al
fS

!
(0]

Complementing this picture, esurity expert 1l notes that another potential source of
conflicts/confrontations in the regiois the perceived domination of thé\bgaaland Hawadle at the
expenses of othgminority) clans?s: Another layer of conflict,@ording toclan expert Joakim Gundel,
isrepresented bythe pastoralclans (Hawadle/Galjeglajele/Badi Adde) versus Bantagriculturalist
groups(such asMakane in Hirah7+ Against this backdrgpduring the reference period following
disputes (or conflicts) wereeported or wererelevant in the Haanregion fion-exhaustivdist):

A GaaljeeVajeleBaadi Adde vs Hawadle. This the histodal East versus West bank
conflictcompetition in Hiran region between Hawadle in the East, andeBHtljajele/Badi Adde
on the West Bankss Al-Shabaab exploits grievances against perceived Hawadle dominance by
recruiting successfully from some of these clans.

A Habaraji (Ayr, Habar Gidir) vs Ali Maxweyne (Hawadlg}’

A Hawadle(Hawiye)vs Reer AwHassan(Ashraf)over access tdand;= in June 2020 the conflict
resulted in the killing of 16 persors;

A Jejele(Hawiyd vs Makanga Bantu minority grougfor more details see thEASO COI Report on
Targeted Profileschapter 4.3 Ethnic Minoriti¢®ver agricultural farmlande

745 nterview with Somali secity expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021

748EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 92 95
747Hiiraan online, kraan region a state of its own, 9 February 2014,

748 Two or more regions are needed to form a FMS. Samalia, Provisional Constitution, 1 August 2QtR art. 49(6)
749 nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

750 Interview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July 2021

“stnterview with Somali security expert 11, 21 J@@21

752EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 93, 95

753 |nterview with Somali security expert Il, 2dne 2021

754 nterview with Somalia clan expefoakim Gundel7 July 2021

755 nterview with Somalia clan expefoakim Gundel7 July 2021

756 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

75T Interpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: ProcesSés|lenges, and Opportunities Ahead, February 2081pp. 2627
758 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@/l para.32
759 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 2080para.40
760 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2QRf] para.32
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2020_798_E.pdf
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A HawadlevsHaba Gedir sukclans concerning a land dispute in Matabaan disteict

The other major source afonflictin the regionis the orgoing military confronatation betweeAl-
Shabaab and anfN-Shabaab forces, be thestate forces, federal forces, AMISOM (Djibouti Forags,
well asENDF) or other local militias. For additional details see repo&amaliaActors(July 2021)s2

2.4.1.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figure1l2on regional distribution of Il KI 6 | | 6 Q& @Figardél %oy iegioSabdbsfibutiom of

Of Iy YAt AQGA IFigel@ohRESY¥AYBSOSREATNROdzIAZY 2F dzy A RS)
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

ACLED data indicate that both in terms of the number of security incidents and the number of
FLOG4FEAGASAS TANFFY NB3IAZ2Yy NFryYy|1SR AAEGK FYzy3a {2
FigurelOandFigurell). Between January and December 2020, 179 security incidents were reported

in Hiraan, including battles, explosions/remote violence and violent acts against civilians, causing 169
fatalities. uring the first six months of 2021, ACLEDrted 82 incidents with 105 deaths (sEgure

44 andFigure46).763
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Figure44: Hiraanc Evolution of security events coded as battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against
civilians from January 2020 to June 202ased on ACLED da&ga.

At district level, Beletweyne, with 145 incidents, accounted for the majority (abo@b)56f the total
261 security incidents recorded in Hiraan between January 2020 and the end of June 2(Rgus=e

45) 765

761 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 August 2080para.40

762EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 9295

763EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
764 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
765EASO analysis based on publicly availaGleED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jumé 2021,
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Figure45. Hiraang breakdown of security events per district fromdanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED $ata.

Al-Shabaab was coded B®W\CLED as ACTOR 1 in 145 of the 261 security incidents recorded between
January 2020 and June 2021, i.e. aroun@®ef the total number of incidents. 95 of theseSklabaab

related incidents involved either Somali military, police forces or AMISOM, whitgo8/ed clan

militias. Another 37 incidents involved civilians. The predominant type of incident was armed clashes
(83 incidents). Meanwhile, ACLED recorded 33 instances$iiaklaab violence targeting civilians,
including 27 attacks and 5 cases of attittn or forced disappearance. Besides incidents attributed to
Al-Shabaab, ACLED documented a number of armed clashes between various clan militias (examples
see belowys”

Regarding IED activities, UNMAS reported an apparently significant decreaseeétate®dincidents

in Hiraan in 2020 compared to 2019, from 50 to 15 incidents. However, this drop has been attributed

to the fact that IED clearance operations carried out by security forces between population centres in

2019 did not take place in 2020. TRe2 dzZNDS>X GKSNBF2NB=Z Ol dziAz2ya GKI G
2020 should be considered a result of the lack of opportunity for armed opposition groups to use IEDs
F3FrAyad aSOdz2NAGe F2NDSEAX NIGKSNI Gdwrely ye 2@SNF NI

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflidated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure46 shows the numbrs of incidentandestimatedfatalities (without
distinction as to civilian and netivilian) that were recorded by ACLED in Hiraan region between
January 2020 and the end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Hiraan Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 157 205
Explosions/Remote violence 33 12
Violence against civilians 71 57
Total 261 274

Figure46. Hiraan¢ number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED dé&ta.

Of the 274 fatalities recorded in Hiraan, the vast majority were reported in Bulo Burto (133 deaths)
andBé SigSeyS RAAUNAROUGA oO6mHT RSFHGUKAOVL® 2KSYy F20dzaa
F3FrAyad OAGAtAlIYyaQs GKS RIFEGFE AYyRAOFGSA GKFG . St
the 57 fatalities caused by this type of violerite.

766 EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
76TEASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
768 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref620 Annual Report, 16 June 2024, p. 9

769 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
7T70EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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lllustrative security incidents

Hiraan is among the regions most affected by clan conflicts (sed~ajsoel15).”7: On 5May 2021,

clashes over agricultural land wemeported between members of the Jejele (a Hawiye subcdeand

the Makane (Bantu/Jaree®) on the outkirts of Beletweynes12 OF f wl RA2 Ydz YA@S NBI
f SFad 7TF2dz2NJ LIS2A¥ St & SINS2 (h K SNMINSRRS T 4 2 dzéipléwerey RA OF
1AfESR ' yR &S @Sgh 1Mayke824,Erenewydefighiidg fiQhe Baladu Nur locality
reportedly left at least ten people dead and many more injured. Police in Beletweyne district detained
several traditional elders suspected of inegithe fighting’”

Further reported instances of clan violence include clashes between members of the HAwadle

and Habar Gidit @ NJ 6020GK adzoOflya 2F 1 FgA&S0 ySIFEN .St ¢
24 November 2020 (5 people killed anddtbers injured);#and fighting over land between members

of the Reer Hassan (a group associating themsehith the Ashraf®) and the Hawadle (a Hawiye

sub-clarre)) near Beletweyne town on 1Bine 20208t resulting in 9 death?

Among others, security adents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somaliags

Besides, ABhabaab, in late January 2021, attacked Somali and Djiboutian forces at a military base in
Bulo Burto town, reportedlkilling a Somali soldier and injuring the commander of the government
troops.7s4

On 18August 2020, an unclaimed explosiattack in front of a stadium in Beletweyne reportedly
killed four people, including two police officees.

On 13February 2020, in Betweyness, Ethiopian troops accidentally clashed with (aitiShabaab)
Ma'awisley militia, reportedl killing at least 10 of their members and wounding 8 others.
Meanwhile,a local radio sourceeported that at least 20 militiamen were killég.

7 b h/I ] dzY |y SRIENIN IS NJPBIL Fdinanitarian Programme Cycle 2021, 9 March 2081pp. 1819;
UNOCHAHumanitarian Response Plasomalia, 15 February 2021, p. 12

772ZUNHCR Somalia, Genealogical Table of Somali Clangyinpl.2

773 ACCORD, Clans in SomaRaport on a Lecture by Joakim Gundel, COl Workshop Vienna, 15 May 2009 (Revised
Edition), 15 December 2008¢l, p. 16

774 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 202 Ipara. 32

775BBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radhaye News 1700 gmt 5 May 21, 5 May 2021

776News Ghana, At least two people killed, seven more injured in clashes in central Somalia, 6 Mayl 2021,

77TBBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 17 May 21, 17 May 2021

778 ACLED, Somali@dM32522as of 30 June 204, url; BBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radio Banadir
news 1700 gmt 24 Nov 20, 24 November 2020

779UK, UKBA, Country of Origin Information (COIl) Rep®admalia, 17 January 201#], p. 185

780UNHCR Somalia, Genealogical Table of Somali Clans, n.d., availail@at:

781 ACLED, Somali@®M31390as of 30 June 202!

782UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/798, 13 August 202@ara. 40; ACLED daest list any fatalities for this

incident. ACLED, Soma&)M31390as of 30 June 202l

783 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

784 Radio Kulmiye, Somali soldier and three militants reportedly killed in clash, 24 January 2021; see also: ACLED, Somalia,
SOM33050, as of 30 June 204ail,

785 Dalsan Radio, Three Killed By Landmine Attack in Beledweyne, 20 August 2020; ACLED indicates that three police
officers were killed. ACLED, Soma&i@M31820as of 30 June 202l

786 ACLED, Somali@dM3049(@source:Radio Risalaas of 30 June 202dl

787 Radio Kulmiye, Report says deadly clash in Somalia was 'accidental’, 13 February 2020

788 ACLED, Somali@OM3049(@source:Radio Risalaas of 30 June 2020l
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Other impacson civilian life

Insecurity has disrupted trade flows in parts of HiraBal¢ Burtoand Jalalagsiy? and clan violence

has cost livelihoods and resulted in the displacement of fanTiida. 2020,UNOCHAecorded 21

incidents in Hiraan that hindered humanitarian organisations from accessing populations in need, the
F2dNI K KAIKSald TA3dzdMoréower UNDCHAR et thdt @eas dlifirdah 2 y & ©
region were among the worsdffected in Somalia in terms of child protectioa.

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, the PRii&torded an estimated 31@00 new displaceents

from Hiraan (29300 in 2020 and another 280 from Januarjo May 2021), with a peak of 180

reported in April 2020 (due to larggcale flooding). According to this source, Hiraan had the second
KAIKS&d ydzYoSNI 2F ySg R ASrkdohsGS202D yaidithe IsixfrehigBest{ 2 Y I f
number in the first five months of 2021. Throughout this-ri@nth period, virtually all people

displaced from their homes in Hiraan relocated to other places within the same region. Meanwhile,
PRMN recorded somel3 000 arrivals of displaced persons in Hiraan (@9@ in 2020 and 2600

between JanuargndMay 2021), nearly all of them from the same regien.

The same source indicates that flooding was the main reason for displacement in Hiraan across both
years (ad almost the sole reason in 2020), accounting for an estimatedB806&ases. Conflict and
insecurity verereported to be the second most prevalent reason for displacement during the first five
months of 2021, resulting in an estimated@80 displacementsalmost all reported in Beletweyne
district.7s

2.4.2 Middle Shbelle

2.4.2.1Background

Middle Shabelle region shares borders with the following regions: Galgaduud to the north, Hiraan to
the west, Lower Shabelle and Banadir region to the south,tidé&an Ocean to the east Middle

{KFroStftS O2yairadta 2F F2dzNJ RAAZGNROGaY . FfOFRZT w2
Jowhar7e7
Middle Shabelle is mainly inhabited by the Hawiye-€ub I yayY ! 63+t X |1+ gl RfS3 a

(Galjeelland Baadi Add€dGugungdabe)On the west bank of the Shabelle River around Jowhar the
Bantu minority group Shiidle lives

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetN§FPAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of the Middle Shebelle region was 516 036 inhabitam®ngwhich114 348 people

78 FEWS NET, Food Security & Nutrition Quarterly Brief with a Focus on 2020 Jiaal Impact and Gu Season Early Warning, 17
May 2021 url, p. 4

00 bh/I ] odzYlF yAGENRF¢{ 3 BISHRRAniaAS NGB Cycle 2021, 9 March 20&1p. 18;
UNOCHAHumanitarian Response Plasomalia, 15 February 2021, p. 12

791UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021 p. 1

792UUNOCHA, Humanitarian Response PBamalia, 15 February 20211, p. 84

793 Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

794UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, as of July 2020}

795 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, a of July 202Qurl

79 Global Shelter Cluster, Middle Shabelle, rud.,

797UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 2047,

798 EASOCOleport - SouthandCentralSomaliaCountryoverview[clanmapshasedon Lewis1955,Abikar1999] August
2014,url, pp. 5253
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https://www.sheltercluster.org/hub/middle-shabelle
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/170731_ochasom_administrative_map_somalia_a0.pdf
https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/public/COI-Report-Somalia.pdf

in urban areas, 249 326 in rurahd100402nomads’® More recent population figures or estimates
could not be foundFor IDPs figures see section belowlaternal displacement

2.4.2.2Conflictdynamics

Actors and control areas/influence The Middle Shabelle region is dominated by the Abgaal
Mudulood clan group. Otheslans/groups present in the area are the Bantu Shiidle, the Gaaljeel, and
other minority clang® Another important actor in the region, besislé\-Shabaab, is the SNA.
Allegedly its presence ar@bnduct in the area is very much linked to national poljtexsd for this
reason there are a number of checkpoints and extortion activities going on in the regiéior
additional details about federal, state, and other armed actors in the region see rep@balia:
Actors(July 2021302

Ingeneral, like in many other regions in SomaliaShabaab are in control of the rural areas, whereas

the major towns are like islasanore or less disconnected from each other. For instarlce area

between Mogadishu and Jowhar is not entirely disconnectad the territory between Balcad and

Jowhar is firmly under the control @i-ShabaabDirectioneastwardsinstead from Mogadishuto

Adale for instancethe territory is more or less uncontested and the towns are distonnected?s

Broadly speaking security expert Il is of the same opinion: Jowhar, along with the major towns in
Middle Shabelle, is controlled by state and federéflfoSa > A GK (GKS KStfLI 2F ! al
2dziaARS 2F GKS OAUGA Shabpa*a AyadSIR O2yGNRftSR o8
Conflict dynamicsThe proximity to Mogdishu makes Middle Shabelle (similar to Lower Shabelle) a
arGSttAGS 27F az23l RA addeHawiye do@indnt pbsiRor thefel la paNidularh 2 y |y
the Abgaal clan group, which is dominant in Middle Shabelle, and is also dominant in Mogadishu,
YI18a y2 RAalGAYyOlGA2y 0SGoSSy GKS (62 | RYAYyAadNT
themX for them, Mogadishu and Middle Shabelle is the same andXheowever, according to

security expert |, there are a number of inttianconflicts/tensions within the Agaal Mudulood clan

groupéges Against this backdropniterms of clan rivalriesguring the reference period following

disputes (or conflicts) were reported or were relevant in Mildle Shabelleegion fion-exhaustive

list):

A Abdalla Aron{Hawiye)s Eli OumagHawiye)in the village of Burdhetéfter clashingver aland
dispute the two subclans reconciled idanuary 2021 by agreeing, among other things, to the
payment of compensation and the release of persons detaifred;

A Shiidlevs Abgal (HawiyeY.he Shiidle a farming minaty group(for more details see thEASO
COl Report on Targeted Hites, chapter 4.3 Ethnic Minoritiesre mainly found along the
Shabelle river north and south of Jowhar and in @ndund Jowhar. Historically they would
control the banks of the river and the Abgal nomads would have an access agreement to the river
for their livestockee Endemic conflicts/clashesetween the two groupstypical of thepastoral
cdanscompetitionversusd . | yagridefturalisteee have been reported over the yeats

799 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey?2014,SomaliaOctober2014,url, p. 31

800 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

801 Interview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27eJ@621

802EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 92 95
803 |nterview with Somali security expert |, 28d 27 June 2021

804 nterview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

805 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

806 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

807UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 17 February 20@1para.33; see als@Berghof Foundation, Conflict Assessment,
Galmudug State, 2018rl, pp. 89

808 Interview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July 2021

809 |nterview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July 2021

810 Sheikh Abass K., Conflict Assessment Refditshabelle State, 2014yl, pp. 910, 1314

104


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Targeted_profiles.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Targeted_profiles.pdf
http://somalia.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Population-Estimation-Survey-of-Somalia-PESS-2013-2014.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_154.pdf
file:///C:/Users/gonnemi/AppData/Local/Temp/Berghof_Conflict_Assessment_Report_HS_EN_Final.pdf
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A Galjeel vs Abgai

The othemajor source of conflict in the regionabviously the presence and the activities carried out
by Al-Shabaalj:2

2.4.2.3Recent security incidents antlends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventBigurell on regiona distribution of fatalities;

Figure1l2on regional distributiomf A KI 60 I | 6 Qa @FigardélSoy iegioSabdbstfibutiom of

Of Iy YAt AQRALIFRg@el@Ay { SE/FA XyASty IRATaGNRAodzi A2y 2F dzy AF
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

Both in 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that the Middle Shabelle administrative
region ranked fifth in terms of the highest number of security incidents; regarding the total number
of fatalities, it ranked fifth in 2020 and first the first half of 2021 (se€&igure10 and Figurel1).
Between January and Decer12020, 186 security incidents, including battlesplosions or other

forms of remote violence and violence against civilians, causing 216 fatalities were reported in Middle
Shabelle. In the first six months of 2021, ACLED counted 99 incidents anda®b$ idethis region
(seeFigure47andFigure49).s13
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Figure47. Middle Shabelle; Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against
civilians from January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLE®Hata.

l'd GKS RAAGNAROG tS@Str aARRES {KIFIoStftSQa OFLAGEHT
events), followed by Balcad District (108 events) for the period between January 2020 and end of June
2021 (sed-igure48).s1s

811 |nterview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July2021
812 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021; Interview with Somali security expert Il, 21 June 2021
813EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
814EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 3@ June 2021,
8I5EASO analysis based on publicly availalleED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jume 2021,
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Figure48. Middle Shabelle breakdown of security events per district fromJanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED
data 816

Al-Shabaab wasoded as ACTOR 1 in 197 of the 285 security incidents, accounting for arounof69
incidents reported between January 2020 and June 2021. 81 of theShabbhakrelated incidents
involved Somali Armed Forces or Somali Police Forces, 63 involved AMIg&d/dod 46 incidents
involved civilians. The main type of@habaakrelated incidents were armed clashes (a satbegory

of battles, 85 incidents), along with the use of remotmtrolled explosives (39 incidents) and attacks
against civilians (26 in@dts)s’

Regarding IED activities, the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reported a decrease in
Middle Shabelle in 2020 compared to 20:19.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of confliated civilian casualties (deaths
and njuries) in the regionkigure49 shows the numbers of incidents ardtimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and netivilian) inMiddle Shabellgegion that have been recorded by
ACLED between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Middle Shabelle Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 146 401
Explosions/Remote violence 88 102
Violenceagainst civilians 51 72
Total 285 575

Figure49. Middle Shabelle number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January

2020 and June 2021, based on ACLED%ata.

Of the 575 fatalities recorded in Middle Shabelle between January 2020 and end of June 2021, the

vast majority (374 deaths) were reported in Jowhar, ahead of Balcad (166 deaths) and Cadale (27
RSFIKauv®d 2KSy F20dzaAy3 2y AYArRYEiEa OQDRIRI §& Qb /
incidents that caused in total 72 fatalities were reported in Jowhar (23 incidents and 24 fategdities).
lllustrative security incidents

The UN Secretat§general stated that between IBebruary and May 2021 Middle Shale was
among the regions most affected by security incidegmtsostly hitand-run attacks perpetrated by Al
Shabaab targeting Somali Security Forces and AMESOM.

816 EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
817EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
818 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref2020 Annual Report, 16 June 202, p. 9

819 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
820EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 3@ June 2021,
821UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 2@21para. 14
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On 3June 2021, armed clashes started after an IED attack 48hadaab on a military bass
government security forces in Jalable village in Jowhar clis&iShabaab claimed having killed 18
soldiers including the commander in the battle, SNA claimed killing more than 70 mitkants.

On 29May 2021, SNA forces clashed withiShlabaab militats in Xaararay village near Jowhar town
killing 37 militants and injuring 40 othets.

On 14April 2021, a minibus travelling from Mogadishu to Jowhar struck an IED near Balcad town.
Reportedly, up to 17 people were killed.

Between August and 8eptembe 2020, a downward trend regarding the number of mortar attacks

in Middle Shabelle as in a few other regions was reported by the UN Seetaraks AMISOM,

AH{ KFollFoQa YFAY GFNBSG 2F Y2NIIN FGGrO1az gl a Gl
in Balcad town on 1&eptember 202@g¢

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
andhence might go undereported in Somalig’

Other impacson civilian life

The Protection Cluster reported incidents of child recruitment in Balcad district in May 2021. Boys
were most affected. 86 of the people interviewed mentioned adolescayitls (1217) that were
affected by child recruitmerfge For more information on child recruitment, pleaseesection 1.1 of

9! { hQa /SorhaliaNlBrhéetProfilespublshed in August 2021

On 27May 2020, seven Somali health workers were kidnapped from a mother and child clinic in
Middle Shabelle region and killed.Amnesty International reported the kidnapping of an eighth
health worker on the same day in Middle Shabeltézor more information on health workers, please
seeda SOGA2Y c on 2 Bondlia{Targetdd Profildsputlidhedan Miigust 2021

Ity @A2tSyO0OS FFTFSOGSR LIS2L)X SQa tA@Sa |yR fAQSH
Shabelle. Clan conflicts were also the reason that humanitarian programmes were suspended.
Violent indgdents against civilians related to clan conflicts included the killing of five teachers by Al

Shabaab at a Quranic school in Cadale district in September 2020. A sixth teacher succumbed to his

822 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM33986inhua News Agency, Somali army says kills 70 Shabab militants, 4
June 2021yrl

823 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM3334&NI, Somali Army kills 37#@habab militants in southern region, 29
May 2021 url

824 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM3a62BardaWorld, Somalia: Explmsinear Balcad kills up to 17 people
April 14, 14 April 2024rl ; AA, Somalia: Landmine explosion kills 15 minibus passerddetsril 2021url

825UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 2@2@ara. 12

826 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM32019,

82" Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

828 Protection Cluster, Somalia Protection Monitoring System: South Central and Purandnary of Findings, May

2021, 30 May 2024, p. 4

829 Insecurity Insight, Violence Against or Obstruction of Health Care in Somalia in 2020, June 2021, 22 Jurie@®1,

Al, Amnesty International Report 2020/21: The State of the World's Human Rigtisalia 2020, 7 April 2024y, p. 323

830 Al, Amnesty International Rept 2020/21: The State of the World's Human Rigt®malia 2020, 7 April 20244, p.

323

831 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response Rl&omalia, 15 February 2021, p. 12
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https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1032022021ENGLISH.PDF
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HRP_2021-Somalia.pdf

injuries. The incident was allegedly related to an underlgiag conflict over lanek2 Moreover, clan
conflictmotivated killings affected women, children and an elderly man in Warsheikh#swn.

A statement by the Hirshabelle administration fromMarch 2020 declared that the land dispute

between theAbadalla Aroni and Eli Omar salans, which had first emerged in 1992 anekreerged

iN2017s4g | & NBaz2ft SR FyR GKIFIG GKS LI NIASAQ | ANBSYSy
victims#s The conflict had caused the death and displaeatof peopleand destructed propertiess

'{5h{ NBLR2NISR GKIFG FOO0O2NRAY3 G2 Iy |R@200& 2NH
FYR 20KSNJ) dzyAaLJISOATASR 3ANI @S | 6dzaSa 2F KéeYly N3
Shabaab in Middle Shabeife.

In July 2021, AShabab fighters set residential areas on fire in AWhagah, Gallef locality and
abducted people with suspected links with government security forees.

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRMN reportedOR97new dsplacements from Middle
Shabelle, with 7800 displacements in July 2020 alone. Between January and May 20210 4@w
displacements in Middle Shabelle were registered, of whicA@Bwere within the region and @0
to Benadir. In 2021, flooding wakd& main reason of displacement for 800 people, conflict and
insecurity for 8000, and the remaining @00 displacements were droughtlated. Of the 800
displacements caused by conflict and insecurity, Balcad district was most affeci®@ Eases)
followed by Jowhar (800 cases). In 2020, nearly all ZHIO displacements happened within Middle
Shabelle. In 21800 cases flooding was the main reason, followed by drotgjhted displacements
(43000 cases). Displacements for reasons related to oordhd insecurity affected Jowhar (500
cases) and Balcad districts most (400 cases) in 2020.

Evictions

No statistical data on evictions could be found.

In May 2021, the Protection Cluster reported the destruction of property affecting mostlydldies,

$2YSY YR 3IANRdzLJAX 6KAOK @gSNBE ARSYUIGATFTASR & WYl N
with key informants (KIs), 1% mentioned that persons living with disabilities (PLWDs) were also

affected. 36% of the Kils related the destruction mfoperty to forced evictions. The evictions might
have been linked to land grabbing incidents, which were reported I8 b7 the Klsg®

832Horn Observer, Gunmen brutally kill six Quran teachers in Somalia's Middle Shabelle region, 17 Septembsr 2021,
Halbeeg News, Five Quranic teachers killed in a suspected clan clashes attack near Mogadishu, 17 SeptemabeA2020,
Gunmen kill 5 Quran teachers in Somalia, 17 September 200,

833 Garowe Onlim, AlShabaab retakes key town after brief capture by Somali troops, 22 October@Q2@areeg.com,

AU soldiers kill woman aftdoomb attack in Somalia, 21 October 2026); Mareeg.com, At least three family members
killed in Somalia, 9 November 2020l; Radio Dalsan, Gunmen kill mother and her two children in Middle Shabelle, 9
November 2020url; Halbeeg News, Hirshabelle leader embarks on reconciliation following clan clashes, 26 August 2020,
url

834 Berghof Foundation, Conflict Assessment Report: Hirshabelle State, Somalia, 2017, 16 Januarly R0&8,

835UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May A@2Qara. 33

836 Belghof Foundation, Conflict Assessment Report: Hirshabelle State, Somalia, 2017, 16 Januany, pO88,

837USDQOS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 Margh, 30231,

838 BBC Monitoring Africa, Programme Summary of SomalimRéogadishu News 1130 gmt 13 Jul 21, 18 July 2021

839 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogrfiomalia, as of July 2020]

840 Protection Cluster, Somalia Protection Monitoring System: South Central anidifinBummary of Findings, May
2021, 30 May 2024rl, p.3
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2.4.3Hirshabelle- Checkpoints and road security

Based on expert interviews this is the situation along the maindmnsiin Hirshabelle:

A Mogadishug Jowharg Buulo Bardec Beletweyne The road connecting Mogadishwwhar and
then Buulo Bardaup towards Beletweynés on par with the road from Afgooye down to Marka
and Baraawe in Lower Shabelle, making it one of the worst stretch of road in the country after
Lower ShabelleAccording to international expert Vithe main reason lies in the fact thdtere
is very siable military presence, particularly from AMISOM up and dougttrridor. This stréch
is asignificant corridor in terms of a L { hrao@#nent of troops and forces. As a result, it
constitutes one of the most contested areas along Lower Shabelle, midldatsp a prominent
spot for IEDs and insecurity in genéfalAS haslsodisrupted major supply routes in areas not
directly under its control. For instance, FGS and Hirshabelle officials can no longer travel by road
between Mogadishu and Jowar, havitogfly instead®*? Already in 2019He UN Security Council
reported that trucks using the main supply routes in Hiraan were still attacked by AS and that this
was an ongoing and lomganding situation because of AS implementing economic blockades in
goverrment-controlled towns8*2 Overall, in recent years the situation from Balcad to Jawhar and
then the rest of the road (Balcaq Jawhar¢ Jalalagsi¢ Buulo Barde - Beldweyne) has
deteriorated. This also affects aid programs in Jalalagsi and Barde, where the pressure from
AS in the local area limits the ability of these programs to invest in building new district
administration officesgourt houses, police statiamand so of*

A Mogadishu ¢ Adale. According to security expert Iroim Mogadishuto Adale (Cadale), the
territory is more or less uncontested and the towns are not disconnegted.

As per ACLED data, in the reference period (January @Jd2@e 2021}here werea total of 121
explosions/remote violence events the type IED, shellingrenade and suicide bomb (among others
remote violence eventdh Hirshabelle33in Hiraanand 88 inMiddle Shabelleresultingrespectively

in 12 and 10Zatalities (Figure19).84¢ UNMAS reported that 44 IED incidents took place in Middle
Shabelleand 15 in Hiraaim 202084

2.5 Galmudug

For an overview of the Galmudug administration in termgldfrelevant dynamicgerritorial control,

and governance, (2) presence of state level armed forces, and (3) presence of other actors/forces
(federal, international, and local), see the EASO Country of Information repSdimaliaActors(July
2021)84e

841 |nterview with internatonal expert based in Somalia, 3 August 2021
842H|PS, State of Somalia 2020 Report, February 20Rp. 17

843UN Security Council, Letter dated 7 October 2019 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolution 751 (1992) concerning Somalia addressed to the President of the Security Council, 7 Octohel, pais, 27,
p.9

844 |nterview with international experVIll, 3 August 2021

845 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

846 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalimea202f18@l
847UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual Reportu20g19

848 EASQO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021uyrl, pp. 96100

109



https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://heritageinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SOS-REPORT-2020-Final-2.pdf
https://www.undocs.org/S/2019/799
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.unmas.org/sites/default/files/unmas_somalia_annual_report_2020.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf

2.5.1 Galgadud

2.5.1.1Background

Galgaduud (or Galguduud) region shares borders with the regions of MudagnHind Middle
Shabelle. It also shares anternational border with Ethiopia and it borders the Indian ocean.
Galgaduud consists of five districts: Cabudwaaq, Cadaado, Dhuusamarreeb, Ceel Bur and Ceel
Dheerss

Galgaduud is mainly inhabited by the Habr Gedir (Hawiye)ckus Suleiman(also Suliran or
Salebai, Ayr and Dudubleand the Murusade (Hawiye) clan. The Marehan (Darod)cta is also
present in the border areaf Ethiopiags°

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNfPAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Galgaduud was 569 424nongwhich 183 553 people in urban areas, 52 089 in
rural, and 214 024 nomads: More recent population figures or estimates could not be fouRdr
IDPs figures see sectiorlbw onlnternal displacement

2.5.1.2Conflictdynamics

Actors and control areas/influenceThe five major clans in theorth Galgaduud region are: Saad
0 { I SBuléndar(Sulimaror Saleba)y and AyCayr)- these three from the Hawiy#labr Gidirclan
group- the Marehan (Daroodyandthe Dir clan groups These clans control the west or the notrth
western part of Galgaduud, which is completely free frétrfShabaalss:

Security expert Il notes that ost major clans in Galgaduud have their own militias, with
soldiers/combatants at times serving as government forces, and at times fighting for the clan militia

2F 0St2y3IAyYy3IAY WAL mSecdiy Bdpert Rsugodsts ddzaine whetidatidy y LJ2 A v (i
GKFG GKS tAYyS 0SGeSSy aidlrdS FNYSR F2NOSa yR f2¢
AG {b! dzyAdaszs 5FyFlIo oONAIFRSaX bL{! F2NOSaz 2N I
can change by the day based on politidghamicsss For additional details about federal, state, and

other armed forces active in this region, see reportSmmalia: Actor§July 20213s¢

As toAlShabaabthe groupis fully in control of the soutleastern part of Galgaduud, up to the coast.

The major uban centres in this area afelDheer and EBuur. The group alseontest most of the

rural areas soutieast of Dhusamaretsy R Kl & NBOSyidf e Wil 1Sy dzJ 1Se& LI
0§KS LINR GAYOALI f sTReaygds fullp dmtraledYdtighiEcontzdied byAl-Shabaab is
mainlyinhabited by Hawiye clansuch as5 dzZRdzo f S adzNJ} &1 RS FyR 21 QlF @af ¢
subOf ' ya we2201SeAy3a 72N L#RThesdl Haviyefclanigyodps pegv®the Ay D
Habr Gidifrom the northasdominant in the state administration. Reportedly they do not feel to be

part of it, and @cording to security expertthey Wt A @S K| LIsHablagb foddyeR SMNJyobd

reasonX -f KF ol o A& y20 Fy 200dzLIA SNJ x9AlongKimiiar iteSy a S 0 «

849 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 2047,

850 EASOCOlreport - Southand CentralSomaliaCountryoverview[clanmapsbasedon Lewis1955, Abikar1999], August
2014,url, pp. 5253

851 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaOctober2014,url, p. 31

852 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

853 |nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27€J2621

854 |nterview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021

855 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

856 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 96100

857 Sahan, The Somali Wire, Issue no. 182, 12 July 2021, n.d., source requiring registration, p. 1
858 Sahan, The Somali Wire, Issue no. 182, 12 July 2021, n.d., source requiringti@gigt 1

859 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
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security expert lhotesli K I (i O dzShdBagbiistlitdrallthking over most of the rural areas of the
NBIA2Yy QX GKS@ INB SyONRIOKAY3 YR &LINBFRAYy3I GKSA
forces control only sme of the towns of the region (in the northern pa#tyBut even in these towns,

I { Q& LINSshIEQhe Goupwan tax and extort whatever money it wattsays security expert

II, while he adds thathe area fully controlledy the groupin the region represents basicallys
Headquartefdn central Somalige:

Ahlu Sunna WalVI- Y | A8WHKis ad armed actor that was previously relevant in the regiomvever

two sources indicated that isurrently defeated both militarily and politically according toboth

security experts | and 42 Apparently they have no capacity to mobilise again easily, according to
security expert$cg KAf S aSOdzNAGe SELISNI LL OFyy2i NBFEf&
LIA Ol dzZNB 2 NJ @@usmé of knd adS\EWJ-canimyrdid@s® been intgrated into the state

security forces, but there are a number of clan grievances that are put forward by those clan groups

that used to support this muHtlan armed Sufi grousee for further details report oBomalia: Actors

July 2021¥s5in particular Ayr and Marehagee

For additional details in terms of territotiaontrol see report orsomalia: ActorgJuly 202137

Conflict dynamicsA first conflict dynamic taking place in Galgaduud is they@ing confrontation
betweenAl-Shabaatand anti Al-Shabaab forcesss

As to clan rivalries, Galgaduud is one of the main theatres of clan confrontation in Somalia, and it is

also true that interms of governance the state administration based in Dhusamareb (Galmudug) is

maybe one of the least developed compared to other federal Member Stateption made for

Hirshabelle However, in this part of Galmudug (and espegiallthe northwesternregions), clan

rivalries are more vivid and free to surface as violently as they caaldmin reason of the fact that

there is noAl-Shabaab presence, according to security exp&rd/ithin this context security expert

LL &LJSI1a o2ty YOS HKEE@QENFEROK Y2ailfe (RS2t @S
alsoFigurel5wS3AA 2y I £ RA & (G NRA 6 dzi A ents 1 dafiuarg) 20ROF0 JYng 201G A | 4 Q DA
In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (or conflicts) were reported

or were relevant in the Galgadd region fion-exhaustivdist):

A Ayanle (Ayr, Habar Gidir) vs Reer Kooshin (Marehan) at Balatiballe;

A Saleban (Habar Gidir) vs YabRhowra kec (Ayr) at Qalanqga#eAyr and Saleeban sudlans
agreedon a preliminary ceasefire agreeméantHananburen February 2021in March 2021, talks
between the two sukclans were held in Dhuusamarreeb@aalgudud region, to address the root
causes of the conflicf?

A Marehan vs Dir over Balanballe, Gurieel and Heraale (Abuwaaq and Adaado districts): conflicts in
these areas over land, pasture and water resources date back detadiésreover, asa by

860 Interview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021
861 Interview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021
862 Interview with Somali security expert II, 21 June 2021; Imegrwith Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021

863 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021; see also Sahan, The Somali Wire, Issue no. 182, 12 July
2021, n.d., source requiring registration, p. 1

864 |nterview with Somali securitgxpert 1, 21 June 2021

865EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021uyrl, p. 99

866 Interview with Somali securityxpert 1, 21 June 2021

867EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 9798

868 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

869 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

870|nterpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: Processes, Challenges, and Opportunities Ahead, February pp22627

871 Interpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: ProcesSésillenges, and Opportunities Ahead, February 2081pp. 2627

872UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 19 May 2@l para. 31

873 Saferworld, Clans, contention and consensbederalism and inclusion in Galmudug, June 20&0p. 33
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product of federalism,confrontation over the establishment of political constituencies, district
and political office add a layer to the traditional dimension of the clasties.

A Wagardhac (Marehanys SalebanHabar Gidiy clashedin April 2020in the villagesof BalliCad
and ForontaForas

For aadditional details aboutlan rivalries taking place at state level in Galmudafien revolving
around access to land, infrastructures, water and resourcese report onSomalia: ActorgJuly
2021)g7e

2.5.1.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends sama@others, following figures:

Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al KI 0 I | 6 Qa ZFigardlSoyf iegioSabdsifitiutiom of

Of Iy YAt AQALIFgel@hy { SE/FA XSyASty GRATaGNRAodziA2y 2F dzyAF
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

In 2020, ACLED data indicate that the Galgadud ddtrative region ranked eighth in terms of the
number of security incidents and ninth regarding the total number of fatalities; in the first half of 2021,

it ranked eighth in terms of security incidents as well as fatalities fsgere10 and Figurel1l).
Between January and December 2020, 82 security incidents, including battléssienp, or other

forms of remote violence and violent acts against civilians, causing 103 fatalities, were reported in
Galgadud. In the first six months of 2021, ACLED counted 48 incidents and 86 deaths in this region
(seeFigure50 and Figureb2).s77
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Figure50. Galgadudg Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence
against civilians from January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED4ata.

' GKS RA&GNRKROG DhigaSareh, rebordedine RakRaxdrity Ddidedks{78 évants),
followed by Caabudwaaqg (Abudwaaq) district (24 events) for the period between January 2020 and
end of June 2021Hgureb1) 87

874 Saferworld, Clans, contention and consensBsderalism and inclusion in Galmudug, June 20&0pp. 3334

875UNSG, Situation iBomalia, 13 May 2020yl para. 35

876 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 99100

87TEASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
878 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Dateafdeas®d 30 June 2021r]

879EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 3@ June 2021,
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Figure51. Galgadud; breakdown of security events per district fronddnuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED®ata.

Habar Gidir clan militias or sudban militias were coded as maagtors in 37 of the reported security
incidents, accounting for around 28. 12 of these incidents were coded as attacks against civilians
resulting in 19 fatalities, and further 20 incidents were coded as armed clashes between different
Habar Gidir suiglan militias resulting in 36 fatalities.-8habaab was coded as ACTOR 1 in 32 of the
130 security incidents, accounting for around%5of the incidents reported between January 2020
and June 2021. 12 of these-@habaakrelated incidents involved SomalimAed Forces or Somali
Police Force, nine incidents AMISOM forces, and ten incidents civilians. The main type of these
incidents were armed clashes (12 incidents), along with the use of recostiolled explosives and
shelling (11 incidents) and abductioaad forced disappearances or attacks against civilians (nine
incidents)es:

Regarding IED activities, the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reported an increase in IED
activities in Galgadud in 2020 (12 incidents) compared to 2019 (5 incidents).

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure52 shows tke numbers of incidents arestimatedfatalities (without
distinction betveen civilian and nowivilian) in Galgadud region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Galgadud Number ofincidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 71 115
Explosions/Remote violence 18 20
Violence against civilians 41 54
Total 130 189

Figure52. Galgadud; number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020
and June 2021, based &CLED dat&g3

Of the 189 fatalities recorded in Galgadud between January 2020 and end of June 2021, the vast
majority (109 deaths) were reported in Dhusamareb, ahead of Caabudwaaq (45 deaths), Caadado (16
deaths), Ceel Dheere (12 deaths), and Ceel Buur (7 deaths). When focusing on incidents coded by
1/ [ 95 Fta W@A2f SyOS | 3l Ay a dhat@dused ih tothl pAafQdlitiesvinerd & 2 F
reported in Caabudwaaq (17 incidents and 27 fatalities), followed by Dhusamareb (15 incidents and

19 fatalities)ee

880 EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
881EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated, Batadilsas of 30 June 2024,
882UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Ref020 Annual Report, 16 June 2021, p.9

883 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
884 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLteD DataaFiles, Somalia, as of 30 June 2041,
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lllustrative security incidents

On 13February 2021, a preliminary ceasefire agreement between theaAd Saleeban seddans of

the Habar Gidir clan in Hananbure, Galgadud Region, was facilitated by the Ministry of the Interior,
Federal Affairs and ReconciliatishAn undisclosed source reported BYCLED, however, indicates a
clash between Ayr and Selean clan militias on 2Bebruary 2021 in Gaaragoyle village near
Dhusamareb town, leaving one person dead and another one inféted.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might ganderreported in Somaligg

On 1February 2021, Abhabaab launched a mortar attack on Dhusamareb while federal and state
leaders were meeting, reportedly injuring between zero and #yeoples On 7February 2021,
twelve agents of the National Intejence and Security Agency were killed in aSi#dbaab roadside
bomb attack near Dhusamare.

In November 2020, the United Nations Secre®r$ y SNI f 6! b{ D0 NBLERZ2 NI SR GKI
device attacks, armed clashes with security forces ARMISOM and four indirect fire attacks were

reported in the Dhusamareb area, which has historically seen a low leve{okKAl 6 | + 6 | OG A @A (&
of the attacks targeted but missed the aeroplane of the President of GalmududNomneémber 2020

as it was takig offser Between 1January and Rlovember 2020, ACLED recorded niné&idbaab

attacks in Dhusamareb, leaving two soldiers and three civilians &ead.

In the reporting period, ACLED recorded three incidents of kidnapping and abduction of civilians by
Al-Shabaab on May 2020 (2 civilians), 11Line 2020 (21 civilians), and B8cember 2020 (tivilian).

In April and June 2020-8habaab militants killed civilians accused of spying for government forces,
in June 2020 and March 202t %tabaab militants ampated the right arm of civilians who the group
accused of thefts

Four people were reportedly killed and 26 wounded in an kttan conflict between the Wagardhac
of Marehan and the Saleeban of Habar Gidir in &=l village in Caadado district on ABri2020s04

On27and2&€ SO Nzt NB HnunX KSF@e FAIKGAYT oNR]S 2dzi 06
GKS {2YFfA bFEOdA2Yylf 1 N¥eéz FyYyR (KS {ssJepoikddly t 2f A C
killing between 12 and 22 peopi&.For more infornation on this topic, please sesections 7.5.1 of

9! { hQa /SoraliaNSttdpNilished in July 2021.

885UNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 20Rpara.31

886 ACLED, Somalia, SOM338@iidisclosed Sourgeas of 30 June 202l

887 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

888 Garowe Online, Dhusamareeb talks set to kiffkafter arrival of stakeholders, 3. February 20@d,

889 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February 2@2para.13; ACLED, Somalia, SOM33112, as of 30 June
2021, url

890 Al Jazeera, Security agents killed in central Somalia roadside bomb attack, 7 Februawyl 2624 also ACLED,

Somalia, SOM33184, as df 3une 2021url

891UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/1113, 13 November 282para.15

892EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED daED ACurated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Junel2021,

893 ACLED, Somalia, SOM31001/ SOM31351/ SOM32895/SOM33349/SOM31457/ SOM31040/ SOM31418, as of 30 June
2021,url

894 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30881, as of 30 June 202iee alsdJNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 2020,
para.35

895UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 202(Qara.9

8% ACLED, Somalia, SOM30585, as diud@ 2021url; VOA, Somalia's Sufi Muslim Leaders Surrender to Government, 29
February 2020uyrl
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Other impacson civilian life

Humanitarian actorseporteddifficulties in providing assistance due to the volatile security situation,
which increased the complexity of seeking and receiving support for civilidfey. Galgadud region,

20 incidents of humanitarian evkers being unable to access sites were reported in 2020, placing the
region fifth behind Bay, Gedo, Benadir and Hirgan.

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRWSported 58000 new displacements from Galgadud,
with 17000 displaements in February 2020 alone. Of the @@ displacements in 2020, nearly all
within Galgadud, conflict and insecurity were the main reason®Q0lcases), fidwed by flooding
(4000 cases) and drought (®0 cases). In 2020, displacement related toflicinand insecurity
reportedly affected Dhusamareb district the most (8®0). Between January and May 2021000

new displacements were registered in Galgadud, of which nearly all were within the region, and
around 100 were to Benadir. Nearly all oeti0000 displacements were caused by conflict and
insecurity. Dhusamareb district was again clearly most affected. For the same period, an8@@er 2
displacements arriving in Galgasdi were registered from Mudugy?

Evictions

No statistical data regardgnevictions in Galgadid could be found.

2.5.2 Mudug

2.5.2.1Background

Mudug region is divided between Galmudug and Puntland; the latter controls the northern half of
Mudug®o: The town of Galkacyo, located in the western part of Mudug is split up between Galmudug
and Puntland respectively; Puntland controls the north section of it and Galmudug the °soiith.
green line separates the twa

Mudug shares borders with Nugahd Galgaduud regions, an international border with Ethiopia and
borders the Indian ocean. It consists of five districts: Xarardheere, Hobyo, Gaalkacyo, which is the
NEIA2YIlf OFLAGIEEEZ DFftR23206 | YR* WENAAGEFY® DI OIC

In the south Mudug is mainly inhabited by the Saad, a Habr Gedir (Hawiye)anglwhich is also the
dominant clan in the areaA small enclave of Qubeys, of the Dir clan family, is also to be found in this
part of the regiorpos

The northMudug is mainly inhabitedby the Omar Mohamoudor Omar Mahmud) a Majerteen
(Darod) sukclan which is the dominant clan in the area. However, along with the Omar Mahmud,
there are large numbers of Beidyahan. This clan is found mainly inside the Ethiopian region, but
historicallyspeaking its members used to reside in the Galkcayo, aszrding texpertlil on Somali

897 UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs Overview Somalia: Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2021, 9 Marcairl2pp12122
898 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Qview, 8 April 2021yrl, p. 1
899 Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

900 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, as of July 2020}

901 H|PS, State of Somalia 2020 Report, February 20Rp. 15

902 Global Shelter Céter, Mudug, n.d.url

903 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

904 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204/,

905 Interview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July 2021
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clans, Joakim Gundebe Another crosshorder clan group, between Ethiopia and North Mudug,
centringaround the village of Goldogob, is the Laylkase, of the sedc@fadeerHarti group On the
2LII2aA0S aARST Ff2y3 adzRdz3Qa O2Fad FFrOAy3da GKS 2
Dir clan familyo7 Dir minority clans groups are also to toeind in Galkcayess

)¢

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetN§FPAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Mudug was 717 868mongwhich381 493 people in urban areas, 79 752 in rural,
and 185 736 nomad®® More recent populatn figures or estimates could not be fourfgor IDPs
figures see section below dnternal displacement

2.5.2.2Conflict dynamics
la YSylGAaz2ySR 0208 G(KS adzRRdzA Q& NBrHlah® gtateA & & LJX
administrations.

Southern Mudugactors and control areas/influenceThe main actors in the area akeShabaab and
the Saad clanalong withD I f Y dzRrk3h@ ¥GSecurity forcesAs of June 2021A-Shabaab
presence and control areas aoe the rise in Mudugi

CKS LERNIAZ2Y 2F (KS NBIA2Y Tl tbdlarge BxtedegrieSiedby B t Y dzR dz3
Shabaabwhen not fully controlledy the group according to security exper{dee alssee also map
Approximate Territorial Contrdlune 202}t The various clainhabiting the aregSaad, is the main
one)areresistingA-{ KI 6 | 6 Q&8 SELI yaAzys o6dzi F LILI NByidt e wi
ReporSRf &8 GKS YAt AGlFYyGd INRdAzZLI Aad y2¢ NBFOKAYy3I F2NI i
GKS {dzZA SAYFY GSNNAG2NEZ 0 GK&ongowihRESiMdang SThiss SSy ad
way the Al-Shabaab arékind of encircling thestate administration in GalmudugAfter expanding

beyond Baadweyneil-Shabaab managed temporarilyoverrun the town of Wisil in south Mudug,

Ff2y3 GKS NRBIFIR O2yySOGAy3 |1 2082 (2 DFf{l-282Y WA"
Galkag 2 | y emamthdS@crity expert 14

As to Galkacyo, the south section is controlled by Galmudug. According to security expert |, the local
FRYAYAEGUNI GAZ2Y Aad OSNE - ZRRSEA NS A8 GANAY MYy (> awL)
Fdzy Ol A 2 ¥ I viever dhe tipSsided of Ithg town administratianD | f YdzRdz3Qa | y R t dz
have spent energy and efforts to reconcile with each other, while they are trying to improve together

the overall level of security and cooperation in to®nThis, according to &l clan expert VI, has

guaranteed a certain level of stability aselcurityin town, which has not experienced any magash

between the two sidesince 2Q.6.9:¢ This cooperation has also led to the dismantling of the various
Al-Shabaab cells in towstill, in recent yearsthe city hasbeen the site ofanumberof assassinations

allegedly backed or orchestrated BitShabaal{see below fofurther details)s

906 Expert 111, Joakim Gundel is a scholar, author, and Somali clans expert with gear80f academic and field
experience (Somalia and the wider Horn of Africa). He now works as independent consultant
907 Interview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July 2021

908 Interview with Somalia clan expefbakim Gundel7 July 2021

909 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31.

910 |nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 a?idl June 2021

911 Interview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

912 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

913 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

914|nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and i) 2021

915 nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

916 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

917|nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
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For addtional detailsaD I f YdzR4zB 08 t SOSt | 0 2odnplandfodelNsated, andS NNA § 2
other armed forces active in this area, see reportSmmalia: Actor§July 202138

Southern Mudugconflict dynamics Besides thél-Shabaabanti-Al-Shabaab conflictpiterms of clan
rivalries, during the reference period following disputes were reported (non exhaustive list) in
adzRdz3Q&a &2dzi KSNY LI NIY

A Wagardhac (Marehan) vs Saad at Gelinseor;
A Wagardhac (Marehan) vs Saleban at Gelinswor;

Northern Mudug actors and ontrol areas/influence a dzRdz3 Qa y 2 NdGlWIBNGorth LI NI =
Galkcayofalls under the control and the administration of Puntlar@@uite a new development

according to access to justice expert ®4this region is experiencing an increasing presencal-of

Shabaab an@d\-Shabaab related activities, along and across the border with southern Miseeg

also mapApproximate Territorial Controlune 202J22 A 1 KAy (KA & O2yGSEGZ a
governorwas killedin May 202023 along with a few other targeted assassinatiorg-or further

details seeEASO C(Report onTargeted Profilesunder Yhdividuals supporting or perceived as
supporting the FGS, the International Community, and/or as opposiShathaalf

Northern Mudug conflict dynamics Besides thedl-Shabaabanti-Al-Shabaab conflict (see above), i
GSNxa 2F Ofly O2y Tt AO0(4&X adzRdzadingHaipeHdbSOIdF LI NI
versusDaroodMajeerteen and Darood.aylkasecontentions®?s According to locatonflict expert
Vlig6these competitiondrom the rural area®ften spillover to Galkaya®” Within this contextclan
andaccess to justice expert Vihentionsfollowing rivalriegnonexhaustive list)

A Saad (Habar Gedir) @mnar Mahamud (Majeerterip Gallcayogze
A SaadHabar Gedirys Leelkaséor Leylkaskin Mudugszand in Galkcayan May 2020members
of Darood/Leelkase and Hawiye/Habar Gedir/Saad clans clashed in northwest of Gaalkayo, to then
NBO2yOAtS FFGSNBINRAZI WogAlGK GKS SEcOudraficaS 2F C
FINBSYSyid T2N LS| OSFdzx ®W2SEA&aGSyO0S 6SiGsSSy GKS
A Saad (Habar Gedir) Wagardhac (Marehan) at Saax@aaxo, 76 KM west of Gedio, is a village
whose residentsome from thewagardhac, a Maten sub clanAlthoughthe villagehas becore
part of Puntlandat timesSaad militias try to take over, ivhile the Wadardhac receive the support
of the Majeerteen and the Puntland administratiem
A Saad (Habar Gedir) @ir - allied with Majerteen and the Puntland administratierat Tawfiig
Tawfiiq is a villagdistrict that worksasa buffer zone betweerPuntlandand Galmududit lies at
the border between Jaiban district andHobyo districtsome 160 km northeast of the provincial

918EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReparSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 96100
919|nterpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: Processes, Challenges, and Opportunities Ahead, Februarly gp22627

920 |nterpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: Proess€hallenges, and Opportunities Ahead, February 200 Tp. 2627

921 Expert VIl is a Somali expert on clan and access to justice. Based in Somalia helas areta community

development practitioner. Expert VIl prefers to remain anonymous for safety reasons

922 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

923 ACLED, MitYear Update: 10 Conflicts to Worry About in 2@Z8omalia, Jul2020,url

924D NB@gS hytAyST {2YFfAlFY tdzyliflyR ONHZAKSE uWiSNNBNR&G ySig2
925 Interview with local conflict expert VI, 22 July 2021

926 Expert VI is a Somali expert on local clan conflicts with-$taugding expgence in conflict prevention and analysis.

Based in Garowe he works as a consultant for national and international organisations. Expert VI prefers to remain

anonymous for safety reasons

927 Interview with local conflict expert VI, 22 July 2021; Interwttn clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

928 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 206@&tpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: Processes,

Challenges, and Opportunities Ahead, February 2081pp. 2627

929 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 20&tpeace, Galmudug Reconciliation: Processes,

Challenges, and Opportunities Ahead, February 20&1pp. 2627
9B0UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/798, 13 August 202@ara.38
931 nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
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capital Galkcayp The district,established by thdocal Dir clanWas recognised by Puntland
AyaiSIR 2% 0& {2YFfAlQ

In general, as local clan and access to justice expert VIl putenilict dynamics andactors
involvementdepend on the level of the conflict/confrontation among clahiftihie conflict is wid&

this or that clan¥ill involve other clanf@g KA £ S G KS A NJ NA @ttimes v@rkifivélvinR 2 G K S
the respectivestate administrationsquch ast happened in 2016 between Puntland and Galmuiiug
GakcayQq.*s3 Still acording to clan and access to justice expert VII, following clan groups at times clash

or engage in minor skirmishes, which are typically resource driven and reportedly easit solve

A Within Majeerteen/Omar Mahmud sublans, which compete for access to resources, including
pasture and wateps

A Dhulbahante vs Omar Mahm{iflajeerteen) sub-clans in the area at the border betwe&fudug
andNuga*s

2.5.2.3Recent security incidents anadnds

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of secuy events;Figurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regionadistribution of A{ K| o0 | 6 Q& @FigardlSoy iegioBaPduybuitianTof

Of Iy YAt AQALIFgel@hy? { SE/FA XyASty GRATaGNRAodzi A2y 2F dzy AF
events.

Security incidents, violence against ciwilis, civilian casualties

Within the reporting period, ACLED data indicate that Mudug administrative region compared to the
rest of Somalia ranked in the middle range (seventh rank) concerning the total number of fatalities,
and the number of securityelated events (tenth rank) (sdeigurelOandFigurell). Between January

and December 2020, 69 security incidents, including battles, explosions or other forms of remote
violence and violent acts against civilians causing 142 fatalities weretedporMudug. In the first

six months of 2021, ACLED counted 36 incidents and 88 deaths in this feigiore%3 and Figure

55)_936

932 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
933 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
934nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
935 nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
9B6EASO analysis based on publicly available AGAtBDACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Juner2021,
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Figure53. Mudugg Evolution of security events coded battles, egibn/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 tdune 2021, based on ACLED @éta.

G GKS RAAGNRAOG tS@St> adzRdzZZ3Qa NBIAZ2Y Lt OFLIAGIH §
events), followed by Hobyo District (13 events) for the period between January 2020 and end of June
2021 (sed-igure54).ss
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Figure54. Mudugg breakdown of security events per district fromJanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLEDHata.

Al-Shabaab was coded as ACTOR 1 in 26 of the 105 security incidents, accounting for aréuafl 24
incidents reported between January 2020 and June 2021. 12 of theShabbhakrelated incidents
involved the Military Forces of Somalia, 8 civilians and thediéfgrent clan militia as well as police
forces. AlShabaakrelated incidents were closely followed by incidents related to unidentified armed
groups, which amounted to 25 and therefore accounted forf23f incidents reported between
January 2020 and Jar2021. 16 of these incidents related to unidentified armed groups involved
civilians, and further 7 incidents involved the military forces of Somalia. The main types of incidents
involving AlShabaab were armed clashes (10 incidents) and reroobgrolled explosives (6
incidents) while the main type of incidents involving unidentified armed groups where attacks on
civilians (10 incidents) and remat®ntrolled explosives (8 incidents).

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitdted civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure55shows the nmbers of incidents andstimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and netivilian) in Mudug region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and endXine 2021, by type of incident:

93TEASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
938 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
939EASO analysis based on publicly availaBleED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jund 2021,

940EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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Mudug Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 43 155
Explosions/Remote violence 21 37
Violence against civilians 41 38
Total 105 230

Figure55. Mudugc number ofsecurity incidents and fatalities by type of incident for fhexiod between January 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED @é&ta.

Of the 230 fatalities recorded in Mudug between January 2020 and end of June 2021, the vast majority

(132 deaths) were reported in Galkacyo, ahead of Hobyo (54 deatasgrdheere laradheere)26
RSI{iK&ayv FyR DFEftR23206 omMT RSIFIIKaAo®P 2KSYy F20dzaAiy3
OAGAtALIYyaQ>Y Y2ad 2F (KS&AS oy AyOARSyida GKIG OF dz
incidents and 35 fatalitig) 942

lllustrative security incidents

On 27June 2021, ABhabaab militants attacked a military base in the town of Wisil 200 kilometres
southeast of Galkacy® killing 17 soldiers and 13 civilians, according to a military offfc€n

18 December 2020an IED borne by an &habaab militant exploded near a stadium in Galkacyo

where the Somali Prime Minister was scheduled to appear, killing between 10 and 14 people and
further injuring about the same number of peopleOn 30November 2020, an unspecifiedimber

of civilians was killed in an-Shabaab attack on an army base in Bacadweyi@n 12August 2020,

at least ten villagers were killed in an-Btiabaab @G 01 2y | f20Ff YAt AGAL
Bacadweyne village? On 17May 2020, the Govermoof Mudug and four of his bodyguards were

killed by a VBIED employed bySklabaab militants in Galkacy®.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somalia®

Other impacson civilian life

The emergence of Galmudug as a federal state (see for further details section 7.5 of the EASO COlI
report on Somalia: Actolss® has led to local boundary clashes in and around Galkacyo with
neighbouring Puntland. The boundary dispute between the two stditas intensified old conflicts

over land, infrastructure and resources and fighting mostly occurred along tribakdirkéghing of

rival clans in the border town of Galkacyo was reported to be comimédmong the threats affecting
civilians in Galkacyaity were domestic and sexual and gerdtbaised violences: Focus group

941EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
942EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
943VOA, Somalia Executes Militants Amid Deadly Attack, 27 JuneuzD21,

944 Reuters, At least 30 killed in al Shabaab attack in Sorsdieurity official, 28 June 202ur]

945 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February 2@2para.14; Reuters, At least 10 killed in central Somalia
bombing claimed by al Shabadl® December 202@rl; VOA, Suicide Bomber Kills 10 in Somalia Just Before Scheduled
Address by PM, 18 December 2044,

946 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2021/154, 17 February 282para.15; Somali Affairs, At least 20 killed in intense
battle between A KI 0 0 Z | dWégre, 30 MovembeR2020r!

947 Garowe Online, ABhabaab raids village, kills several civilians in Somalia, 13 Augusu2020,

948 UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/798, 13 August,20P@ara.22; VOA, Suicide Bomb Kills Somali Governor, 17
May 2020 url

949 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

950EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 96101

951 Saferworld, Clans, consensus and contention: fed@raand inclusion in Galmudug, June 2Q2Q,p. 33

%2DF NB oS hytAySzT {2YFfALFY {b! (i MBépidead @4 May R0204; see &lsoOf 'y YA Al
Sentinel Project (The), Fostering misinformation literacy: Runtu Waa Nabad ali&dté April 2021yrl

953 Sentinel Project (The), Fostering misinformation literacy: Runtu Waa Nabad in Somalia, 16 Apuitl2021,
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discussions carried out by the organisation Saferworld with women in different locations in Galmudug

state, among them Galkacyo, in November 2019 revealed that clan conflicts werérsesieesolved

o8 | ¢2YLy 2NJ I 3JIANI FNRY GKS LISNLISINF G2NDa Of |y
It was alsanentioned that women are often seen as the cause of tribal conslict.

Infrastructure such as roads, waste management and nsu@ply were described as poor and their
state exacerbated by years of conflet.

The work of humanitarian aid organisations was burdened by access incidents and violent acts against
staff members: For Mudug region, 14 incidents of humanitarian workeirsgbunable to access sites
were reported in 20206

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRM:MBported 38000 new displacements from Mudug, with
over 3000 displacements in April and May 2021 respectively. Of th@0R8&displacementi 2020,
nearly all within Mudug, flooding was the main reason @R0 cases), followed by drought @80
cases) and conflictral insecurity (D00 cases). In 2020, displacement for reasons related to conflict
and insecurity reportedly affected Hobyo dist most (1000), followed by Galkacyo district with 800
registered cases. Between January and May 2021000new displacements were registered in
Mudug, of which 00 were within the region and @0 to Galgadud. Of the @0 displacements
caused by anflict and insecurity, almost all were registered in Hobyo district. For the same period
6 000 displaced people newly arrived in Galkagyo.

In April 2021, sustained armed conflict between government forces af@habaab militia lead to
displacement of wer 7600 people from the town of Bacadweyne northeast of Galkacyo who fled to
IDP sites in Galkacyo and Galgaefed.

Evictions

A joint IDP site verification exercise conducted by CCCM Cluster in North and South Galkacyo town in
March 2021 surveyed 9DP sites hosting 1280 individuals. The exercise revealed thaf4 of the

sites were classified as either at extreme%y or high (106) risk of eviction. 4% of sites were
reported to have been issued an eviction notice within three months pridinéssurveygs

2.5.3 Galmudug- Checkpoints and road security

Based on expert interviewthe following information was provided abouhe main corridors in
Galmudug

A Balanbal¢c Dhusamard ¢ Adaado¢ Galkayo. International expert VIII stated thatpart from
districts fully controlled by ebhabaabdee also map oApproximate Territorial Control as of June
2021), the situationon the roads in the north of Galmudug, from Balankal Balanbdg) to
Gallacyo is‘elatively goodTrhere is some difficulty of access, less due to AS and more due to
complex political tensions between several clans along these rdgtss sections on Confleta
background ilrMudugand inGalgaduudibove) This situation is related to the demobilization of

954 Saferworld, Clans, consensus and contention: federalism and inclusion in Galmudug, Jumnel 203%
955 Saferworld, Clans, consensus and contention: federalism and inclusion in Galmudug, Junel 203%
956 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021p. 1

957Pplease note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

958 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogriomalia, as of July 2020]

959 UNOCHARapid Interagency joint assessment report on Baadweyne displacement crisis, Galmu@ug22il 2021, 27
April 2021 url, p.2

960 CCCM Cluster Somalia, Verified IDP sites in Gaalkayo as of March 2021, Margh 2021,
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Ahlu Sunna WalVI Y| Q| Kanathe{sab¥éguent power vacuum it created. With regards to
AMISOM presence, there is a small AMISOdprint in Galmudug in Dhusamaré$.

A Guri Celk Mataban. According to security expert |, people deawvelfreely from SoutkGalkcayo
Fff GKS g1 & (G2 DdzNRA /SSfX WLINROlIofe y2§ dzaAy3
aldroly Ww3asS#%a | o0Al0 GNROl&eQO®

A Galkacyag Hobya According to international expert VI, thigustion on the road from Galkacyo
direction south to Hobyois Yelatively goodDAt the same timeat the time of the interview,
operations were taking place along from Hobyo to reclaim control of certain areas fréf AS.

As per ACLED data, in the reference pefidgghuary 202@ June 2021}there werea total of 39
explosions/remote violenceventsof the type IED, shelling, grenade and suicide bomb (among others
remote violence eventsih Galmudug 21 in Mudug and18 in Galgaduudresulting in 57 fatalities
(Figurel19).s UNMAS reported that 12 IED incidents took place in Galgaduud in°%020.

2.6 Puntland

For an overview of the Puntland administration in termgXfrele\xant dynamics, territorial control,

and governance, (2) presence of state level armed forces, and (3) presence of other actors/forces
(federal, international, and local), see the EASO Country of Information repSciroalia: Actor&July

2021 )66

For an overview of conflictynamicsand security trends in the Mudug region, which is split between
Galmudug and Rland, see section omudugwithin the chapter onGalmudug

Sool and Sanaagcontested regions are addressed in the chapter @ontestedareas between
Somaliland and Puntlandror the remaining regiond(galand Bar) see sections below within the
chapter onPuntland

2.6.1 Nugal

2.6.1.1Background

Nugal region shares borders with the regions of Bari, Sool and Mudug, an international border with
Ethiopia and borders the Indian oce&nlt consists of three districts: Garoowe, Burtinle and<gyl.
¢KS NBIA2YyQa Ol LIAGFE Aa DINRBgSO

Along with the Omar Mahmud clan, which is dominant in north Mudug and in the southern part of
Nugal, the other major clan in the region, still from the Darddadti group, is the Issa Mahmutksa
Mahmud isto be found in the central area of Nugal,and around Garowe, as well agrth of it and

Eyl on the coast. Close to the Eyl port town there is another smaller clan, the Awrtable. The border
between the OmaMahmud and the Issa Mahmud, which lies within Nugal administrative boundaries

%1 |nterview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

962 nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

963 |Interview with international exper¥Ill, 3 August 2021

964 EASQO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
965 UNMAS, Explosive Hazard Analysis Report, 2020 Annual Reportu20g819

966 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 101106

967 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 2047,

968 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204, FSNAW Somalia, Administrative Maps, n.dr]

969 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204:7,

122



https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.unmas.org/sites/default/files/unmas_somalia_annual_report_2020.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/170731_ochasom_administrative_map_somalia_a0.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/170731_ochasom_administrative_map_somalia_a0.pdf
https://www.fsnau.org/products/maps/administrative-maps
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/170731_ochasom_administrative_map_somalia_a0.pdf

is a bit fluideo For additional details on Garowe see EASO COI rep@boralia: Key socieconomic
indicators chapter on Garow#?:

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNfPAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Nugal was 3%88, amongwhich 138929 people in urban areas, 47 in rural,
and 213227 nomads72 More recent population figures or estimatecould not be foundfFor IDPs
figures see section below dnternal displacement

2.6.1.2Conflictdynamics

Actors and control areas/influencet dzy (i f dtaye Rafndinistrationand security apparatus are
reportedly fully in control of the regiqgfis although Al-Shabaab presence and activities have been
widely reported during the reference period, such as on occasion of the assassinmatizarowe, of
bdzal £ Qa NB 3 A Mghdh202@2FaGr JuNie2diethilsd sSEEASO CQReport onTargeted
Profiles under the chapter ondhdividuals supporting or perceiveds assupporting the FGS, the
International Community, and/or as opposing3iabaalfor an overview of the main state armed
forcesin Puntland see relevant section in the report®amalia: Actor§July 2021375

Conflict dynamicsNuga & Nd®&b ha? pfesenparticularlysevereconflict dynamiapart fromAl-
Shabaab episodic presence and incursions/assassinafg@esalso map Approximate Territorial
ControlJune 202}.97

From a clan perspective, Nugal is quite homogepouise region being almost completely dominated

by the Issa Mahmueis There are no major clanonflicts orgoing® and, according teexpert Vlithe

NEIA2Y A& WOKI NI OGSN®I SR o0& adGloArAftAde IyR &SOdzN
At times, small scale cldrictionstake place in the area close to Garobetweencamel herders of

the Dhulbahanteand the IssaMahmud/Majeerteen sukclans;however, thesaensionsare usually
solvedthrough customary law, with the intervention of eldedhey never turn intofull-fledged or

large scale conflic€3sd

2.6.1.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional compésons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figure10 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2on regional distribution of A K I 0 | | 0 @¥entgFigarélSoyf iegional distribution of

Of 'y YAf AUGAIFRg@el@y? { SE/FA XyASty GRATAGNARAOdzOA2Y 2F dzy AR
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

In 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED datecate that the Nugaal administrative region ranked
among the lowest in terms of security incidents and fatalities (garel0andFigurell). Between

970 |nterview with Somalia clan expefoakim Gundel7 July 2021

971EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Keyogio-economic indicatorsSeptember2021,url
972 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31

973 |nterview with Somali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

974 ACLED, MitYear Update: 10 Conflicts to Worry About in 2@Z8omalia, July 2020Qr!

975EASO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 9798

978 Interview with local conflict expert VI, 22 July 2021

977 Interview with local conflict expert VI, 22 July 2021; Interview with clan and accesgtite jexpert VII, 26 July 2021
978 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
979 |nterview with local conflict expert VI, 22 July 2021

980 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
9%l |nterview with clan and accedo justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
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January and December 2020, a total of 20 security incidents, incladiegts coded as battles,
explosions or other forms of remote violence and violent acts against civiliansngdiisifatalities

were reported in Nugaal. In the first six months of 2021, ACLED counted six incidents and five deaths
in this region (se&igure56 and Figure58).9e2

H Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians

[y

0 llll l ll l

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June
2020 2021

Figure56. Nugaak, Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violgaiest civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED%ata.

At the district level, Garowe district containing the city Garowe, capital of Puntland, recorded the most
security incidents (24 events), followed by Burtinle district (2 events) for the period between January
2020 and end of June 2021 (deigure57).9s4

H Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians

Burtinle l

Eyl

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Figure57. Nugaak, breakdown of security events per district fromlanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED@ata.

ACTOR 1 involved in the 26 securélated incidents during the reporting period were various clan
militia as well as unidentified armed groups-Fklabaab was reportedly only involved in two security
related incidents, the shooting of a civilian in Gaeaw February 2020 and a suicide bombing in March
2020 targeting the Governor of Nugaal and leading to two deaths. The main type of seelatity
incidents was violence against civilians (15 incidents), along with armed clashes (9 incidents) and one
grenade explosion and one suicide bombing respectitely.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitdted civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure58 shows the numbers of incidents ardtimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and necivilian) in Nugaal region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021ypg of incident:

982EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
983 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
984 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datzakdesas®d 30 June 2021r]

985EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
986 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@l June 2021,
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Nugaal Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 9 3
Explosions/Remote violence 2 2
Violence against civilians 15 11
Total 26 16

Figure58. Nugaak number of security incidents arfdtalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020 and
June 2021, based ohCLED dat#’

Of the 16 fatalities recorded in Nugaal between January 2020 and end of June 2021, the vast majority

(14 deaths) were reported in Garowe district, the remaining two fatalities were reported in Burtinle

district. When focusingoh Yy OA RSy ia O2RSR o6& !/ [ 95 Fa W@AzftSyO
incidents that caused 11 fatalities in total were reported in Garowe district (14 incidents and 10
fatalitiesyss

lllustrative security incidents

In March 2020, the Governor of Nugaagion was killed by a suicide bomb blast in Garowe, the attack
was claimed by ABhabaatse Within the reporting period, ACLED based on information from local
partners noted further attacks on state officials, such as a Puntland MP shot at and a rditary
official killed in Garowe2o About one third of incidents recorded by ACLED were ataxfrontations

and clashes between different tribal militia or tribal militia and security forces, in many cases related
to disputes over lane:

Other impacs on civilian life

On 23March 2021, a female officer heading the Sexual and Gebdsed Violence and Child
Protection Unit in Garowe was physically assaulted by four police officers for reviewing sexual violence
cases registered at the police station. She a0 hindered in her investigation by the police
commissioner of Nugaal region. A female journalist was briefly detained in Garowe for trying to report
on this assault case and after publicly criticising the Puntland police for its handling of rapeszcases.

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRrBported 13000 new displacements from Nugal, with

2000 displacements in October 2020 alone. Of th@®Q0 displacements in 2020,000 were within

Nugaal, 200 to Bari, D00 to Mudug and the rest to several other regions. Drought was the main

reason lkehind displacement (600 cases), 5 nn RA&LX F OSR LIS2L)X S 3AF @S w2
100 individuals named conflict/insecurity as the reason for displacement. Between January and May
2021, 3000 new displacements were registered in Nugaal, of whigd®were within the region, 400

were to Middle Shabelle, 300 to Bari, 300 to Bay and the rest to several other regi@d3.a? the

3000 new displacements in the first five months of 2021 were caused by drou@Bf #lisplaced

LIS2 LX S 3 @Ss. NdisiaSeEnt foiBonficinsecurity reasons was registered.

987EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated, Bata&ifksas of 30 June 2024,
988 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
989UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/398, 13 May 2@2Mmara.19; Al Jazeera, Somali governor killed iSlahbab

suicide bomb attack, 30 March 2020]

990 ACLED, Somali@dM30312/SOM32254as of 30 June 202atl; Somali Dispatch, Puntland official shot dead in Garowe,
21 October2020,url

91 ACLED, Somali@dM30446/SOM31652/SOM32056/SOM33518/SOM33839f 30 June 202di|
992UNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 20Rpara. 5354

993 Please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

94 UNHCR, PRMN Dashboag@omalia, as of July 202@]
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Evictions

According to the NRC Evictions Information Portal, 34 cases of forced evictions were reported in
Nugaal in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion 678 individuals. Betweedanuary and 29une

2021, 1121 individuals were affected by 11 cases of forced eviction in Nugaal. All 44 reported forced
SOAOGA2Y OFaSa AY Hnanun FYR HAaum 200dz2NNBER Ay DI
WRS@PSt-2 LIYRY A NR Qandd severdd lothe$ grouBds as respective reasons for forced
evictions?s A joint IDP site verification exercise conductedtbg Camp Coordination and Camp
ManagementCluster (CCCM) in Garowe town in June 2021 surveyed 25 IDP sites ho&ify 51
individuak and revealed that 5% of the sites were classified either as at extremel@) 2r high (446)

risk of eviction, with 444 of sites having been issued an eviction notice within three months prior to

the surveyes

2.6.2 Bari

2.6.2.1Background

Bariregion the largest in Somalk;,shares borders with the regions of Sanaag, Sool and Nugal. It also
borders the Indian ocean and the Gulf of Adeiit consists of six districts: Caluula, Qandala, Bossaso,
VI NRK2X . lYRIFINDbSefl I ¢apitallsBissiZrKdzol y® ¢KS NBIA2Yy Q3

The dominant clan in the Bari region is the Osman Mahmud, still of the Majeerteen macro clan, of the
DaroodHarti clan group. The Ali Suleman ¢lanthe north-eastern part of the Bari regigims also
politically extremelyelevantin the region. A number of smaller sglans, such as Ali Jibrail, Dashjshe
Kaptanle, and others, inhabit the area south and seesdist of Bosassg®

As to Bosasso, it has become a major migration port. It attracts as well large numbers of internally
displkced people, among which the Digil Mirifle are particularly numeteus.

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetN§PAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Bari was 71812 amongwhich471785 people in urban areas, @83 inrural,and
133234 nomads2More recent population figures or estimates could not be fourak. IDPs figures
see section below omternal displacement

2.6.2.2Conflictdynamics

Actors and controbreas/influence The main actors in the area aviajerteen subclans(with Osman

Mahmud being thelominantone locally)os Al-Shabaabandt dzy { fskcyri®y @bécesoAccording

to security expert I, anything norttvest of Bosass@long thatstrip of landthat bordersthe Gulf d

Aden is W-Shabaab territor@Iths underii K S 3 daBtroklaitt & contested bit, at leastup to a

certain levelc Wp n = evendre :XNJGhly estimates security expert Reportedly the group
LISYSGNI 68 OSNE RSSLWBEAYGRS { by & | He@ching@BasOyR ((2SNENE

95 NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2821,

996 CCCMCluster Somalia, Verified IDP sites in Garoowe as of June 2021, 30 Jun&l2021,
997 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

998 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Mg 31 July 2017rl

999 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204/,

1000 |nterview with Somalia clan expetbakim Gundel7 July 2021

1001 |nterview with Somalia clan expelbakim Gunde7 July 2021

1002 yNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaOctober2014,url, p. 31.

1003 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1004 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 a2id June 2021
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Erigabawos Securiy expert Il mentions instead Galgala and the Golis mountains wesagd $trategic

0FasS FTNRY 6KSNB !'{ adar3sSa IdaGro1a Ay .2alaazzx 2N
GKIFIGTZ tdzydttryR Aa 3ISYSNIffe .2dPd Mddiiohayd@t@ils dohuli K A G &
territorial control, as well as state and other armed forces active in this region, see repSdmalia:

Actors (July 2021)7

According to security expert hé othermain andused to be important actor in the Bari region, ISIS

SomaliZ Aa ol-8BDadSgGwy@KSe INB y24 I 6A3 RSIHEQd b2
GKSe KI @S 0 &&yhavalmoicapabilify S/hatSoever to stage as a serious contender

0 K SuelSeuiity expert || maintains instead that the main isatiplaywith regards to ISKSomalia

is that at times they fight againgi-Shabaab, while at times the two groups arkeal against the

Puntland forcese According to expert Vilmost of thethreats posed by ISISomaliavere addressed

08 GKS Odz2NNBYy i, ardBig/nevdecurity tigiSeNWVithis yiigi context theassociation

between Ali Salebaand ISISSomalia and the claim thafli Salebemwould harbour ISIS elemenis

the Qandala areabesides beinthe main source of ISIS commandédras lost tractiorrecently.1010

Conflict dynamicsAl-Shabaab considers the military base and presence in the Banrex the Golis

mountains west of Bosasso, very stratedifready in 2018 the Hiraal Institute noted thifie area

g2NJl a | a | WaiNMshababddadersiNb & & NigGosall Reavhmmunition taken

from AMISOM and SNA bases wast to the Golis Mountains in 2017 for storage in secret arms

O O Kn8a&cOrding to security expertAl-Shabaab haelocated to this region a lot of armaments,

inalongd SNY aiGNRBROSIed dUygesisoF A Ihe Wy the Puntland admistration

FYR F2NOS& INB NBFOGAYy3a G2 GKAA araddz A2y WAG A
08 (i Ke§ whtléadcording to himithey have disabld ISIS04

In terms of clan rivalriegxpertVIimaintains thatclanconflicts in the Bari rgionare typicallydriven

by the competition overresources and landThe region isparticularly varied in terms of clan
composition and each one of thee clanshasclan demarcatiog ctitious demarcationQ within
which theyclaim exclusive access tioe local resourcesThe problem raises as soon as another clan
claimaccess tdhe same piece of land or resourees During the reference period following disputes
(or conflicts) were reportedr were relevanin the Bariregion(non exhaustive list)

A AliJibrai(Majeerteen)vs Ali @leban(also Ali SulemarfMajeerteen) TheséMajeerteensub-clans
have been fighting each other on various occasions in thellagearsor so.Ali Salebarwished
to constructberkeds- a traditional way of harvesting rainwater by diggagort of underground
water containers- while Ali Jibrailopposed it becausethey consideed it a kind of expansion at
the expenss of their own land. There were several clashbetween the twowith bloodshed
which then prompted the local elders and tReintland government to intervene. This led in the
course of 202@0 an appeasement, althoughe situation remains tensand precarious?:s

1005|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

1006 |nterview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 2021

1007EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021yrl, pp. 103106
1008|nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021
1009|nterview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 2021

1010|nterview with clan and access to justice experf 26 July 2021
1011Hjraal Institute, Al KI 6 | | 6 Q& hiné, DekdmbeaX2018al,lp (5
1012|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021
1013|nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021
1014nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021

1015 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
1016 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VI, 26 2021
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https://hiraalinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/The-Al-Shabab-Military.pdf

A Ugaadh SalebatMajeerteen)vs Ali Salebar(Majeerteen) Thefeud between these two clans
erupted over land issues: each clan accused the dthekpandits borders and hencés access
to pastorallandat the expenses of the othep?

A The Osman Mohamu@lajeerteen)vsUgaadh SalebafMajeerteen) Theyclashed in the Karkaar
region(Bari) in early 2020918

A The Osman Mohamu@Majeerteen)vs Ali Saleba(Majeerteen)in the Iskushuban districlThese
two clans dspute historicallyover land issuesind access to pastural land the Iskushuban
district. ThePuntland governmenin the last fewyears failed to establish a District Council in that
area because of th ongoingdispute101e

A Dashishe vs Ismail Saleb@viajeerteen)near Bosass Ismail Saleban wanted to establish new
villages along the tarmaoad betweenArma (or Carmadnd Bosassavhile Dashisheopposed it
claiming the areaas their own land This led to clashes between thwo groups andto
casualtieso Traditionaleldersfrom the Majeerteenthe Dashishe, anthe Warsengeli clans then
gathered together in Armawhich isoredominantly inhabited by Ali Salebakfter the mediation
it was decided that Ismail Saleban hakie right to establish and build their own villagim the
area, whileDishishawere requiredto stoptheir provocationsioz:

In general, atothesmdlOf I ya f 20F SR Ay GKS NBIA2YS WLa gl
side orsympathisevith A Kl 6 6 Q> &l GSa aSOdaNAGe& SELISNI LI ¢
82dzNJ FNASYRST 2NJ G €SIFad @2dzN) § mdké pareeély us# oNbisy S N &
approach to their own advantagee2{ SOdzNA & SELISNI LL &KINBa GKS &l Y
grievances fu€lAl-Shabaab and Islamic Statglitancy, and that the clans that perceive themselves

as the most marginalized ¥ SSt (GKIFd GKS 06Sad o & (ARShabaab dr o 2 dzii A
G§KS FTSRSNIf 32 3S NI XY simila Ndesidbgelt &Il n2aNtins katiicsINNE N &
ANR dzZLIAQ SELX 2A 0 G 2grievan&es anthemanginalisRigrexgetidnc@Sbpraedier v

clans in the Bari region, those placed in rematel peripherabreas, away from Garowe+

Finally, according to expert VII, another factocoiiflictin the Bari regiomrethe smuggling networks
arms smuggling from Yemergnd migrantstrafficking' smugglingin and around Bosassand the
Qandala areaWhile the Puntland security forces try at times to dismantlese networksand
confiscate amsandequipment localclans often offer protection to smuggleasd human traffickers
originating from their own clanmszs

2.6.2.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al KI 0 I | 6 Qa ZFigardlSoyf iegioSabdsifitiutiom of

Oft Ly YAf AlRA I FRg@rel@oh fegidhaf distriBufiod gfiudiderfiA SR | NY¥ SR I NP dzLJa ¢
events.

1017Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1018EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: Targeted profileSeptember 2021url, p. 81
1019|nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1020|nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1021nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1022|nterview with Somali security expert |, 20 and 27 June 2021

1023|nterview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 2021

1024 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1025 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
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Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

Within the reporting period, ACLED data indicate that Bari administrative region compared to the rest
of Somalia ranked in the middle range concerning the total number of fatalities (tenth rank in 2020
and ninth in the first half of 2021) and the numbersefcurity related events (ninth rank in 2020 and
eleventh in the first half of 2021) (s€égurelOandFigurell). Between January and December 2020,

a number of 71 security incidents, including battles, explosions or other fornesmmte violence and
violent acts against civilians, causing 99 fatalities were reported in Bare firghsix months of 2021,
ACLED counted 19 incidents and 77 deaths in this regiori{geee59 and Figure61).102

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
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Figure59. Bari¢ Evolution of security events coddmattles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2024gsed on ACLED dat&?

l'd GKS RAAGNRAOG fS@Sts . FNAQa OFLAGEFEE RAAGNRAOGX
followed by Iskushuban district (15 events) and Qandala district (7 events) for the period between
January 2020 and end of JuB021 Figure60).10zs

H Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
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Figure60. Baric breakdown of security events per district fronrdanuary 2020 to June 2021, basedACLED daf§?°

There were several major actors involved in sectmetated incidents during the reporting period.-Al
Shabaab was coded as ACTOR 1 in 33 of the 90 seelaid incidents, accounting for around 3¢

of incidents reported between January 2020 and JudZ12 29 of these Abhabaakrelated incidents
involved Puntland Military Forces, 2 civilians and another 2 unidentified actors. The main type of
incidents involving ABhabaab were armed clashes (11 incidents), along with shelling/artillery/missile

1026 EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1027EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1028EASQO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datzakdeas®d 30 June 2021

1029 ASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2
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attacks(10 incidents) and the use of remat®ntrolled explosives (8 incidents). A further 20 events
involved unidentified armed groups as ACTOR 1, among them 8 attacks on civilians, 8 incidents
involving explosions/remote violence and 4 battles. The militargef® of Puntland accounted for
another 20 securityrelated incidents, among them 18 battles and two attacks on civilians. The Islamic
State in Somalia (ISS) was coded as ACTOR 1 in 11 incidents during the reporting period, 4 of these
were armed clashes, ather four explosions/remote violence and 3 attacks on civiligfs.

ACLED data for the reporting period January 2020 to June 2021 lists one U.S. airstrike in Bari in July
2020, targeting the Islamic State in Somalia (ISS) near Timirshe village in |skusistbctios
According to U.S. military, the strike resulted in the killing of seven ISS fighters and no civilian
casualties9s2

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitdted civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure61 shows the nmbers of incidents andstimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and netivilian) in Bari region that have been recordey ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Bari Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 41 140
Explosions/Remote violence 33 22
Violence against civilians 16 14
Total 90 176

Figure61. Bari¢ number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for pleeiod between January 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED d&ta.

Of the 176 fatalities recorded in Bari between January 2020 and end of June 2021, the majority (96
deaths) were reported in Bosasso district, ahead of Qandala (43 deaths), Iskushubaat (2§, ddula

(10 deaths) and Gardo (Qardho) (1 death). No fatalities were registered in Bandera Beila district. When
F20dzaAy3 2y AYyOARSyda O2RSR o0& !/ [95 la W@A2ft SyC
caused in total 14 fatalities wemreported in Bosasso (15 incidents and 14 fatalities)

lllustrative security incidents

There were increased attempts by-8lhabaab and other armed actors to infiltrate Puntland and
activities by AlShabaab and ISS splinter factions increased. A splatdion of AlIShabaab was active

in a mountainous region near Bosasso city and responsible for attacks in the city. The presence of such
groups led to targeted assassinations of businessmen, politicians and influential people with ties to
the governmentss ACLED during the reporting period recorded several targeted Kkillings of
government officials and police officers in Bari region, the perpetgtvere unidentified armed
groups, AlShabaab and 138

On 26June 2021, Ashabaab claimed responsibility roadside blast that targeted a convoy of the
security minister of Puntland near Bosasso city, killing one soldier and wounding three others.

1030EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1031EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated, Bata&iesas of 30 June 2024,

1032ys, AFRICOM, Somali, U.S. forces engage insurgents in support of the Federal Government of Somalia, 22ruly 2020,
1033EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1034EASO analysis based publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 duhe 2021,
1035 ACCORD, Somalia:3dhabaab und Sicherheitslage; Lage von Binnenvertriebenen und Riickkehrer-innendatiut
staatliche und nichstaatliche Akteure [Seminar with experts Markus Hoehne and Jutta Bakonyi], 31 May@pgf, 26,

30, see also USDO20 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 March 2021,

url, p. 15

1036 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2821M30275/SOM30485/SOM30682/SOM30715/SOM30985/SOM31029/
SOM31981url

1037Xinhua News Agency, Roadside blast kills 1 soldier in northeast Somalia, 26 Jungl 2021,
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April 2021, clashes between Puntland forces an8ldbaab as well as clashes with ISS elements were
reported, leading to several casualtigs. On 4March 2021, the central prison of Bossasso was
attacked by ABhabaab and more than 300 prisoners /éreed, several security officers were killed

in the attackwse In August 2020, PuntlandefenceForces clashed with Ahabaab militants in the
Galgala mountains in Bari, leading to ten fatalities among thR8habaal« In July 2020, fighting
broke out ketween PuntlandDefenceForces and ISS fighters in the remote mountainous region of
Bari which acording to Puntland military led to eight ISS casualtiekSS claimed an assassination in
Qandala on 23anuary 202@r4+

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might ganderreported in Somaliaes

Other impacson civilian life

A 2020 report on militias and paramilitary groups in Somalia mentioned that the Puntland Maritime

Police Force (PMPF), a force responsible for-girdcy measures and acting outside the official
aSOdzNRGe aSNPAOSasz Klha GFr1Sy 20SN) a2YS LRt AOAY3
homes that have at times lead to the death of civilians as well as keeping people in detention for days
without charges?4For further details see the 5® COI report oBomalia: ActorgJuly 2021)04s

In February 2020, two men sentenced for the rape of a girl on 2019 in Galkacyo were executed in
Bosasso¢ A third man sentenced to death in the same gang rape case was released at the end of
February 2020 after having paid 75 camels in compensatioilmn November 2020, police in Bari
arrested two men accused of raping and killing ay&dr old girlm Bosasserss

In October 2020, Puntland authorities reported to have rescued 324 trafficked children in different
towns and cities across the region, 150 of them in Bosasso, some of these children were said to have
been abducted from their familieige

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRMMported 45000 new displacements from Bari, with
24000 displacements in April 2020 alone. Of #8000 displacements in 2020, nearly all within Bari,
flooding was the main cause (B0 cases), followed by drougralated causes (1@00 cases). In

2020, only over 100 displacements for reasons related to conflict and insecurity were recorded,
affecting mostly Qandala district (80 cases) and Bosasso district (40 cases). In 2020, additional 800
new conflict or insecurity related displacements to Bari were registered from Banadir, Hiraan, Bay,
Lower Shabelle and other regions. Between January and May, Z@®0 new displacements were

1038UNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 20Rpara. 19

1039YNSG, Situation Report Somalia, S/2021/485, 19 May 20Rpara. 16

1040Somali Dispatch: Al Shabab and Puntland forces clash in Bari reidng@st 2020yrl
1041Somali Dispatch: Puntland and ISIS forces clash in Bari Region Puntland and ISIS forces clash in Bari Region, 22 July
2020,url

1042UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2020/121, 13 February 2@2@ara. 21

1043Menkhaus, K., inpurém external review, 27 August 2021

1044FelbabBrown, V., The Problem with Militias in Somalia: AlImost Everyone Wants Them Despite Their Dangers, 2020,
url, p. 135

1045EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 1%-106

1046\/OA, Two Men Executed in Somalia for Rape, Murder-0feb20Id, 12 February 2020yl

1047Reuters, Anger as Somali rapist and murderer pays 75 camels to escape death, 27 February 2020,
1048Universal TV, Suspects admit raping and killing minor in reagtSomalia, 4 November 2020
1049Radio Ergo, Trafficked Somali children ending up in Puntland, 24 Octobeng020,

1050Pjease note that the PRMN Dashboard disptaysided figures only
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https://undocs.org/S/2020/121
https://i.unu.edu/media/cpr.unu.edu/post/3895/HybridConflictSomaliaWeb.pdf
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https://www.voanews.com/africa/two-men-executed-somalia-rape-murder-12-year-old
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-women-crime-idUSKCN20L2I2
https://radioergo.org/en/2020/10/trafficked-somali-children-ending-up-in-puntland/

registered in Bari, of which the majority happened within the region, 500 were to Mudug and 200
Gedo. Most of these 800 new displacements in 2021 were droughlated 105

Evictions

According to the NRC Evictions Informatieortal, 21 cases of forced evictions were reported in Bari

in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion a273 individuals. Between January andJ2@e 2021, 803

individuals were affected by 12 cases of forced eviction in Bari. 32 of the 34 reported &victéion

OrasSa Ay HnHun YR Haum 200dz2NNBER @iyl v.RX 2INRAC2 oRAda (C
W25y SNI RSOSEt2LI¥SyiQ o6y OFasSaos WNByd RSTldzZ 64Q 6o
reasons for forced evictiorng?

Contestal areas between Somaliland and Puntland

For anoverviewof political dynamics and territorial control between Somaliland and Puntiarttie
contested areas (Sool and Sanasep the report orsomalia: Actor8uly 2021)s3For regional details
on conflictdynamicsand security trends at regional level see the sections below.

2.6.3 Sool

2.6.3.1Background

Sool region shares borders with thegions of Bari, Sanaag, Togdheer and Nugal, and an international
02NRSNJ 6A0GK 9QUKAZ2LIALFI® ¢KS NBIA2YyQa OF LIA@dot Aa [
Taleh) Xudun(also Hudun)Caynabdalso Aynabo or Ainad@nd Laas CanoddlsoLaasAnood)1os

Sool is inhabited primarily byhDlbahante, a Darod sutlan, which is part of the Harti confederation
together with the Majerteen clans of Puntlands The Dhulbahante clan is very dominant in the Sool
region, while they border the HabaulYis(or Yonishandthe Habar Jeel¢or Jeclo}o the westzose

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNf-PAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Sool was 32128 among whicl120993 people in urban areas, 883 in ruraland
187632 nomads”More recent population figures or estimates could not be fouraok IDPs figures
see section below omternal displacement

2.6.3.2Conflictdynamics

Actors and control areas/influenceAccoding to security expert I, Sool is not exclusively an Harti
territory, as claimed by Puntland. The majority of the population is Dhulbahante but in terms of major
towns the situation can be summarised as follows: Las Anod, Taleh, and Xudun are Dhulbahante
towns, while Aynabo is predominantly an Isaag town. The nearby towns of BaraBurco)in
Togdheeris also Dhulbahante, same as for Buha@dleBuuhoodle still in Togdheér at the border

with Ethiopia, in the so called Cayn (or Ayn) contested afélaat region.

1051yUNHCR, PRMN Dashbogr8omalia, as of July 202@]

1052NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2621,

1053EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 101106, 108113

1054UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 20417,

1055|SS, Mahmood O., Overlapping claims by Somaliland and Pugtlmecase of Sool and Sanaag, November 2019, East
Africa Report No. 21rl, p. 3;EASOCOreport - SouthandCentralSomaliaCountryoverview[clanmapsbasedon Lewis
1955,Abikar1999],August2014,url, pp. 5253

1056]SS, Mahmood O., Overlapping claims by Somaliland and Pugtlmlcase of Sool and Sanaag, November 2019, East
Africa Report No. 24url, p. 3

1057 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31.
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Apart from the main clans isod, which arethe Isaaq clan family on the one hand and the
Dhulbahante (Harti) group on the other hgrfdr an overview of the state armed forces of Puntland
and of Somaliland see report @omalia: Actorg§luly 2021)ess

Conflict dynamicsAllegedly according to security expert I, the Dhulbahante majoritgdss siding

with the Somaliland administratigrwhile, as security expert Il puts,#’5 K dzf 0 | K I ayefio® ( 2
large extentcontrolled by Somalilar@2 NJ WI RYAY A &3 SNBER 0 alighed deftho I K
{ 2 YI t xs€Locsl &uthorities have repeatedly switched sides between Puntland and Somaliland in
the past, so this alliance may not be durabke.Somaliland has not managed to expand its areas of
control all the way to theboundary between Sool and Nugal regspnvhich would correspond
basically to theex-British Somaliland bordeAssecurity expert Ihotes, this would beléss than 10

km away from Garow@the capital town of Puntlan#s: However, b the best of securityle LIS NIi L Q&
own knowledge, currently there aurrentlyno clashes between the two state administrations over

the contested area®s2

Q¢
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In terms of clan rivalriesaccording to expert VIiSool region is a highly disputed area presenting
numerous conflict dyraicsicss During the reference period following disputesr (conflicts) were
reported or were relevanin the region(non exhaustive list):

A Isaaq vs Dhulbahanté\ccording to clan experdoakim Gundelin the area between Buhodle
(which is predominantly inhabited by Dhulbahante, and lies in the Togdheer region) and Aynabo
(predominantly inhabited bysaagHabar Yunis antsaagHabar Jeelo clans), and to a lesser
extent between these two and Laas Anofmlrely Dhulbahate), there are frequent disputes
revolving around water welldb6reholes). However, he maintains that the real issue is actually
linked to clan growth and expansion dynamics. Reportedly, as long as these disputes are intra
Isaaqg disputeshiey remain easier to resolve, whereas they have a higher tendency to escalate
whenever they see Isadfarood clan families confront each othedtAccording to expert VIl this
is a highly disputedirea, from where historically the Wercest fightersQ  Reyregidncome
from. 1065

A Habar Jeelo vs Dhulbaharites Linked to the abovenear Qorulugud, southeast of Buaron the
way to Buuhoodle, members of several Dhulbahante and Haleo Jeeages clashed in early
April 20211067

A Jama Siyaa@hulbahanteys Ugaadhyahan/Naaleeye Ahm@hulbahante)in April 2021these
two Dhulbahante sufzlans clashed in Dhab&ralol area in the district of Hudun over a water well
Bloodshed and revenge killingausednore than 20 fatalities’se Reportedly this conflict has also
a more political side with the two subclans historically opposing each other over
Somaliland/Puntlangbolitical project Jama $iad suppors{ 2 YI f Af | yRQ& SELJ y&A 2
region while the Ugaadhyahamsist it1069

A BahararsamgDhulbahanteys Qayad(Dhulbahante)jn the Laas Anood district &ool These
two Dhulbahante subclan have been clashing with each other since 2Q0dtéprhittent

1058EASQ, Country of Origin Information ReportSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 103106, 108113
1059|nterview with Sorali security expert 11, 21 June 2021

1060 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

1061 |nterview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 2021

1062 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

1083|nterview with clan and access to jicst expert VII, 26 July 2021

1084|nterview with Somalia clan expelbakim Gundel7 July 2021

1085|nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1066 |nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1067EASOQ, Country of Origin Information ReportSamalia: Targeted profileSeptember 2021yrl, p. 80
1088|nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July; Z@&lalscGomali Affairs, Somalia: Casualties in clan
clashes in Sool, 16 April 20241

1089 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021
1070 Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

133



https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_07_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Actors.pdf
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skirmishes mainly triggered by revenge Kkillings in some key rural settlerneh&bited by the
two subg clans in southern Laascaanood district of Sool re@iane often developed into armed
clashes, causing fatalities,stalties and extensive displacemefnt.

A Jama Siyaa(Dhulbahanteys FikiShini(Hawiye)in AriAdeyevillage in Sooln the area between
Oog and Las Anad, there are repeated confrontations between Fiki Shini and Jama Siyaad
subclanso?

For more details about recent examples of these disputes see also sectidagatmeerc Conflict
dynamics

2.6.3.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al KI 0 I | 6 Q& sZFigardlSoyf iegioSabdsifitiution of

Of Iy YAt AQALIFgel@hy { SE/FA XSyASty GRATaGNRAodziA2y 2F dzyAF
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

In 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that Sool administrative region ranked in the
lower third with regard to the number of security incidents as well as fatalities [$garel0 and
Figure11). Between January and December 2020, 17 sectglgted incidents, including battles,
explosions or other forms of remote violence and violent acts agaiivilians, causing 14 fatalities
were reported in Sool. In the first six months of 2021, ACLED registered eight seelatitgl incidents

with 13 fatalities in Sool region (s&g&gure62 and Figure64).1073

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
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Figure62. Soolg Evolution of security events coded battles, expogiemote violence andriiolence against civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED"éta.

At the district level, 23 incidents were reported in Las Anod involving unidentified armed groups in
eight cases. Of these eight incidents, three were coded as armed s|dglmeas explosions or remote
violence, two incidents as attacks and one incident as a case of abduction and targeted either civilians
(four cases) or Somaliland police or military forces (four cases). In another eight seslatiyl
incidents in Las And, Dhulbahante (seven cases) or Habar Jeclo (one case)asumilitias were
reported as ACTOR 1 involving either other-slams (five cases, see also Chapter 5 oBA&0O COI

1071HADMA, Final Report on the Joint Rapid Needs Assessment ondlaerConflicDisplaced People in Sool Regio, 1
November 2018url, pp. 23

1072|nterview with clan and access jstice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1073EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1074EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
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report on Somalia- Targeted Profiles civilians (two cases) or Somaliland police forces (one case).
Three additional acts of violence against civilians conducted by Somaliland police forces were
recorded for Las Anod. There were also repafian armed clash between Dhulbahante stian
militias in Hudun district and an attk by an unidentified armed group against a civilian in Ainabo
district107s

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians

Hudun .

Ainado
Taleh

0 5 10 15 20 25
Figure63. Soolg breakdown of security events per district fromHnuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED#4ta.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of confitdted civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure64 shows the nmbers of incidents andstimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and necivilian) in Sool region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Sool Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 14 18
Explosions/Remote violence 2 3
Violence against civilians 9 6
Total 25 27

Figure64. Soolg number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period betwksgruary 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED déata.

Of the 27 fatalities recorded in Sool, 16 were reported in Las Anod district, ahead of Hudun (10 deaths)
andAinaboo m RSIF KO ® 2 KSy F20dzaAy3a 2y AYyOARSyiGa O2RSR
of the nine incidents that caused in total six fatalities were reported in Las Atnod.
lllustrative security incidents

On 27May 2021, a police officer wahot and killed by unidentified gunmen for unknown reasons in
Las Anod townpe

At least three people were injured in an attack by unidentified gunmen on a polling station in Las Anod
Town on 24Viay 20211080

1075EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Datzakdeas®6 30 June 2021r|
1076 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1077EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Dateak#eas®d 30 June 2021r]

1078EASQ analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1079 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM32936,

1080 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM3390%e also Radio Kulmiye, Gunmen akatection campaign in
northern Somalia, 24 May 2021

135



file:///C:/Users/diepenhorst.d/AppData/Local/temp/to%20be%20fixed
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/

Due to a conflict over a drinking water well, sadéy clash between two Dhulbahante salan militias
occurred near the town of Hudun dr6 April 2021, killing tews:to twelvetoszclan membergsee also
Chapter 5 of th&eASO COl report @omalia Targeted Profilgsoss

On 13November 2020 three civilians were killed in Dharkingee village in Las Anod district, when an
IED by an unknown group explodes.

On 260ctober 2020, Dhulbahante clan militias attacked the Las Anod prison and freed three
prisoners. The attack caused clashes with the police and two civilian fatafities.

Clashes between Somaliland and Puntland forces were reported féie@@iary 2020 with no
fatalities recorded©ss

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somaliaes”

Other impacson civilian life

In Sool administrative region, conflickeetween Somaliland and Puntland forces and clan clashes
remain a major concern causing violence and affecting lives and livelihoods of civilians, as well as
access to humanitarian aiete For Sool region, seven ineitts of humanitarian workers being unable

to access sites were reported in 2028.

In the rurtup to the local elections in Somaliland on 4y 2021, at least one to thresee civilians
were injured in attacks on party offices in Las Anod. In general, tendietween Puntland and
Somaliland in disputed areas reportedly heightened as a result of eleetioibis included reports
of Puntland's administrative security forceszrg Somaliland election cards in contested areas.

According to the Somaliland National Human Rights Commission, the number of rape cases increased

in Somaliland in 2020, mostly in Sool as well as two other regi®nshere the surge in regional
violenceagainst women and girls typically manifested itself in two forms: domestic violagainst

women who have become family breadwinners, and sexual violence against women and girls
relocated to camps close to overcrowded urban hubs. In the area near Owogino¥nabodistrict,
O2yRAGA2Ya AYy L5t Ol YLJA 6 SNB NB4BrNa SvRerf/idw oRA & | &
62YSY Q& sedalsdfhapie22yof tHeASO COI report @omalia Targeted Profiles

1081 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM33633,

10825omali Affairs, Somalia: Casualties in clan clashes in Sool, 16 Apriir2021,

10835omali Affairs, Somalia: Casualties in clan clashes in Sool, 16 Aprilr2B0C] ED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021,
SOM33633url

1084 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM32442,

1085 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM32281; SOMB22&% also Halbeeg, Gunmen storm-Rasd police
station, 26 October 202Qyr|

1086 NSG, Situation in Somalia, Report of the Secrdtanyeral, 13 May 202@yl, para. 12; ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June
2021,SOM30597url

1087 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

1088 UNOCHAHumanitarian Response PlaBomalia, 15 February 2021ir], pp. 1213; UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs
Overview Somalia: Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2021, 9 March@024.,18; see also BBC Monitoringogtamme
Summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 20 May 20, 24 May 2020

1089 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021 p. 1

1090 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM33¢0%e also Radio Kulmiye, Gunmen attack election campaign in
northern Somalia, 24 May 2021

10911HS Global Insight Daily Analysis, WatchRarty offices and polling stations attacked in disputed Sool and Sanaag
regions during Somaliland elections, 27 May 2021

092/ a2y AG2NRAY3II t NRPINFYYS {dzYYINE 2F {2YFfAlQa wlRA
1093 Somali Dispatch, Violence agaidgs2 YSY | YR ydzYo6SNJ 2F NI LIS OFasSa AyONBl
Commission Report, 7 February 204adl,

1094 Guardian (The), 'Most of the men are your enemies': one woman's crusade in Somalia, 9 Aprit2020,
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Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRMi¢ported 19000 new displacements from Sool. Of the
15000 displacements in 2020, most of which occurred within Soolght was the main reason. In
2020, displacement for reasons related to conflict and insecurity was recorde@lifases, mainly

from Las Anod district (200 cases) followed by Hudun district (900 cases). In 2020, additional 800
displacements to Soolave registered from Togdheer and Sanaag. Between January and May 2021,
4000 new displacements were registered from Sool, of which most occurred within the re@iof. 1

of these displacements reported in 2021 were registered as being caused by cordlicisanurity,

with most of them from Hudun district. Additional 200 newly displaced from Togdheer arrived in Sool
between January and May 202%¢

Evictions

According to the NRC Evictions Information Portal, 151 cases of forced evictions were reportdd in So
in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion o717 individuals. Between January andJ2@&e 2021,
2579 individuals were affected by 83 cases of forced eviction in the region. The majority of eviction
cases happened in Las Anod district (232 casesdmlgdwo cases were reported elsewhere, namely
Ay ¢ fSK RAAGNAROGD® bw/ fAAGSR WNBY(d RSTFI dzZ (G Q
WNBY (G 6AGK2dzi o9y 2G3A0SQ Ay oy OFaSao

2.6.4 Sanaag

2.6.4.1Background

Sanaag region sharémrders with the regions of Bari, Woqooyi Galbeed, Togdheer and Sool, and
borders the Gulf of Aden. It consists of three regions: Laasqoray, Ceerigdsddrigaboand Ceel
Afweyn(also El Afweynd) ¢ KS NB3IA 2y Qa(orEtighibye € A& / SSNA Il 62

Eagern Sanaag is inhabited primarily by Warsangedia Darod sukelan, which is part of the Harti
confederation together with the Majerteen clans of Puntlariebo The Institute for Security Studies
noted that there are also Dhulbahante present in parts of haun Sanaagpo: The western part of

Sanaag is inhabitedstead by the Isaaq HabYunig(or Yonis}io2

Erigabo, according to clan exp&tnde] besides being predomindly inhabited by the Hadr Yunis,
alsohostsWarsengeli populatioras well a®f Gabmye (alsaderogatorilyknown as Midgan), along
with other small minoritiesios For more details about Gabye and other minaty groups and their
treatment seethe EASO C@port onTargeted Profiles

The 2014 Population Estimation Survey conductetNf-PAand Somali authorities estimated that
the population of Sanaag was 5423, amongwhich159717 people in urban areas, 804 in rural,
and 352692 nomadsic More recent population figures or estimates could not be fouRdr IDPs
figures see section below dnternal displacement

1095 please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only
1098 UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogr8omalia, as of Jud20,url

1097 NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2621,

1098 UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July1ZQurl

109|nterview with Somalia clan expelbakim Gundel7 July 2021
1100EASOCO¥eport - Sauth andCentralSomaliaCountryoverview[clanmapsbasedon Lewis1955,Abikar1999],August
2014,url, pp. 5253

11011SS, Mahmood O., Overlapping claims by Somaliland and Pugtlecase of Sool and Sanaag, November 2019, East
Africa Report No. 24rl, p. 3

1102 |Interview with Somalia clan expetbakim Gundel7 July 2021

1103 |nterview with Somalia clan expelbakim Gundel7 July 2021

1104 UNFPAPopulationEstimationSurvey2014,SomaliaQctober2014,url, p. 31.
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Somalia_Targeted_profiles.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/dataviz/1?sv=1&geo=192
https://evictions.nrcsystems.net/downloads.php
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/170731_ochasom_administrative_map_somalia_a0.pdf
https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/public/COI-Report-Somalia.pdf
https://issafrica.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/ear27.pdf
http://somalia.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Population-Estimation-Survey-of-Somalia-PESS-2013-2014.pdf

2.6.4.2Caflict dynamics

Actors and control areas/influenceAccording to security expert |, Sanaag is not exclusively an Harti
territory, as claimed by Puntland. The populationdigided between Warsengéland Isaagclan
groupstios

Apart from the main clans in Sanaabe Isaaq clan family on the one hand and the Warsengeli (Harti)
group on the other hand for an overview of the state armed forces of Puntland and of Somaliland
see report onSomalia: Actor§July 2021)108

Conflict dynamicsAccording to security expertthe majority ofWarsengélis now siding with either

FGS or Puntland f 82 F2 NJ a S O dzNFarsengelSt&nniSsiiE with PuagiRyce>a Gl £ £ SI SR
because they are closer to Bosasso than to Erigalsm Ceerigaabo)}’5 Sa LA GS { 2YF f Af | yF
over Sanaag and the @itish Somaliland bordef, 2 Y I £ ArbobsyhR/@ dot made inroads in the

area closeo Bosasso, states security expert®To the best ot S OdzNA (i & SkBowISdddi L Qa 2
currently there are noclashes between the two state administrations over the contested areas.

Expert VII maintains that Warsengeli clan elders] to defuse pagntial conflictspiralsand resort to

conflict management in the disputed between Somaliland and [Bndbverthe contested areaso

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference pdriollowing disputesdr conflicts) were reported
in the region(non exhaustive list)

A Warsengeli vs Isaaq in and around the town of Erigdimut mining rightsReportedly Isaaq clans
claimed an areathat Warsengeli clans considersteadtheir own land andvhere they practice
mining. Tlis led toclasheswvhich in turn caused variouwsmsualtiesi:

A Dubays (a Warsangeli solan) vs Reer Xaaji (a Warsangeli -slab). This intra Warsengeli
competition overand issues never developed intdaaige scale conflidghanks to themediation
of Warsengeli clan eldets:?

A Habar ¥Yinis/Saad Mnis lineagevs Habar éelo/Biide lineage in El Afweyré'® The two clan
lineages have clashed ovegrazing land, water resources, and political poWét until very
recently (March 2020), when they fourah agreement negotiated by traditional and religious
leaders under the auspices of the Somaliland governniéhEor additional details se@ ! { h Q &
COlI reporton Somalia- Actors (July 2021)and the9 ! { h Q& / ¢nlSomislB-LTardeied
Profilesti1e

2.6.4.3Recent securityncidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, follguiiag:fi
Figure10 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;
Figurel2on regional distribution of ABK I 6 | | 6 Q& @ FiguteBSgniregisndl Ssfibution of

1105 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

1106 EASO, Country of Origin Information ReportSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 101106, 108113

1107 |nterview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 20@4hmood, O. S., Overlapping claims by Somaliland and
Puntland: The case of Sool and Sanaag, 201%.13

1108|nterview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 2021

1109|nterview with Somali security expert I, 20 and 27 June 2021

1110|nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

111 nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26201

1112nterview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1113Mahmood, O. S., Overlapping claims by Somaliland and Puntland: The case of Sool and Sanaalypp010, 26
(note 54); Interview with clan and access to justice expert VII, 26 July 2021

1114 Finland, Finnish Immigration Service, Security Situation in Somalia, 4 May8ph643

HI5UNSG, Situation in Somalia, 13 May 2@2D para.33

1I6EASQO, Country of Origin Information ReportSmmalia: ActorsJuly 2021url, pp. 109110; EASO, Country of Origin
Information Report orSomalia: Targeted profileSeptember2021,url, pp.79-80
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events.

Security incidents, violence against ciailis, civilian casualties

In 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that Sanaag administrative region ranked in
the lower third with regard to the number of security incidents as well as fatalitiesHigerel0 and
Figurell). Between January and December 2020, 19 sectelted incidents, including battles and
violent acts against civilians, causing 22 fatalities were reported in Sanaag. In the first dis ofiont
2021, ACLED registered five securéiated incidents with six fatalities in Sool region (Ségure65
andFigure67).1117

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
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Figure65. Sanaag Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 tdune 2021, based on ACLED data.

At the district level, 14 incidents were reported in Erigabo involving unidentified armed groups as main
actor in five cases, clan militias in four cases and military forces of Somalia in three casesadass

of the overall securityelated incidents in Erigabo civilians were targeted, including five attacks and
one abduction. In Lasqoray district, all reported incidents were coded as battles and involved Al
Shabaab (two cases), salan militias (twocases) and the military forces of Somalia (one case) as
ACTOR 1. In four of the five reported incidents in El Afweynelambmilitias were reported to be
ACTOR 1, including three armed clashes and one attack on civilians. Another armed clash in &l Afweyn
occurred between Somaliland police forces and a Habar Jeclol@uimilitia. 112

117EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1118EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
119EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED Datadéds, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021,
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Figure66. Sanaag, breakdown of security events per district fromJanuary 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED'#ata.

While no overall dataset etdd be found on the number of conflicelated civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure67 shows the numbers of incidents ardtimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and necivilian) in Sanaag region that have been recorded by ACLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2021, by type of incident:

Sanaag Number ofincidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 17 25
Explosions/Remote violence 0 0
Violence against civilians 7 3
Total 24 28

Figure67. Sanaag number of security incidents and fatalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLdiHDa 1121

Of the 28 fatalities recorded in Sanaag, most (14 deaths) were reported in Erigabo district, ahead of El

' F6S@yS IyR [Fal2N)e éééééy RSIFGKa SIFOKud 2KSYy
F3FrAyad OAQGATAlIYyAaQr aAE 2F GKS aS@Sy x»yOARSyGa
lllustrative security incidents

Unidentified gunmen shot ahkilled a civilian in Erigabo town on Rarch 20211123

On 20March 2021, a fatal clash between Habar Yunis Muse Ismail subclan militia and Warsangeli Nuux
Cumar sukclan militia in Shindan village, Lasqoray district, left five people dead and elevesdinjur
Earlier, an altercation between the same stlan militias near Fadhi Gaab towsl, Afweyneistrict,

left two people dead on 18pril 202025 For an overview of clan conflicts see also Chapter 5 of the

9! { hQa&a /oh$omdid TadNdil Profileszs

On 13August 2020, clan revenge and a dispute over land between Dhulbahante Hagar and Hayag sub
clan militias caused three fataés 1127

L120EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1121EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1122EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1123 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2821\33476url

1124 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2821\133464url

1125 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM30973,

H26EASO, Countryf @rigin Information Report o8omalia: Targeted profileSeptember2021,url, Chapter5 Individuals
involved in blood feuds/clan disites and other clan issues

1127 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM31774,
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In October and December 2020;%thabaab takeovers of villages in Lasqoray district were repoeted.
Puntland security forces reportedly tried to regain aahbf the captured areas?®

Clashes between Puntland and Somaliland forces were recordedgabodistrict in late February
2020, resulting in an unknown number of casualties on both giges.

Among others, security incidents related to clan conflicts do not always relceizemedia attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somaliast

Other impacson civilian life

In Sanaag administrative region, conflicts between Somaliland and Puntland forces cortihued,
thereby affecting among otherthe distribution of medicalupplies:s. The work of humanitarian aid
organisations was burdened by access incidents and violent acts against staff members. For Sanaag
region, ten incidents of humanitarian workers being unable to access sites were répo2@2(0:134

In June 2020, twancidents of violence against aid workers were reporteéiigaboand El Afweyne
district.113s

Internal displacement

Between January 2020 and May 2021, PRrMeported 22000 new displacements from Sanaag. Of
the 16000 displacements in 2020, most of whimtcurred within the region, drought was the main
reason. In 2020, displacement for reasons related to conflict and insecurity was record€ah 3
cases, mainly frorl Afweynalistrict. In 2020, additional 40 displacements to Sanaag were registered
from Bari. Between January and May 202006 new displacements were registered from Sanaag, of
which most were within the region, 100 to Bari and 100 to Woqooyi Galbeed. Of diadiegents
recorded in 2021, 200 were registered as being caused by conflict and insecurity, with 100 of them
from Lasqoray district, 70 from Erigabo district and 40 féeimMfweynalistrict. In 2021, no additional
displacements have been registered fronhet regions to Sanaag district so far.

Evictions

According to the NRC Evictions Information Portal, six cases of forced evictions were reported in
Sanaag in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion of 231 individuals. Between JanuaryJameé 29

2021, nocases of forced eviction in the region were reported. Five of the reported forced eviction
OFaSa AY HnHn 200dzZNNBR Ay 9NAIIF 62 RAAGNRAOOD | yR

1128 Strategic Intelligence, Weekly East Africa Counterterrorism Intelligence Brief in Period of Deceniedémber

11th: Tracking and Monitoring Al K 6 I F 6 Qa ! OGA@AGe Ay 9l ad | FNWOSomaiyYSyel | yR
Dispatch, ABhabaab se@s a region in Sanaag, abducts officials, 10 December 2028omali Guardian, /AAhabaab

Captures Villages along Disputed SomaliBaodiand Border, 25 October 2020tl; Somali Dispatch, Al Shabab takes

control of a village in Sanaag, 25 October 2Q2D,

1129 5omali Dispatch, Puntland forces heading to Lasqoray, 26 Octoberl2)ZBBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of

Somalia's Radio Risala News 1600 gmt 2 Nov 20, 5 Novembea2@f8ble by subscription

1130 ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM30%88BC Mooring, Programme summary of Somalia's Radio

Gaalkayo news 1015 gmt 25 Feb 20, 26 February 2020; BBC Monitoring, Programme summary of Somalia's Radio Banadir

news 1700 gmt 26 Feb 20,1 March 2020

1131Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

1132 UNOCHAHumanitarian Response PlaBomalia, 15 February 2021ir], pp. 1213; UNOCHAHumanitarian Needs

Overview Somalia: Humanitarian Programme Cycle 20®1gréh 2021yurl, p. 18

1133BBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 20 May 20, 24 May 2020
1134UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021 p. 1
1135ACLED, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021, SOM31379; SOM81424,

1136 please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only
1137UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogr8omalia, as of July 202@]
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2.6.5Puntland- Checkpoints and road security

International expert VIl commented thatid to AlShabaab more limited presence, Puntland is more

secure in comparison to threst of the FMSIn terms of internal mobility and security, both the
F@SNF3AS {2YFEA YR 3J20SNYYSyild 2FFAOAILE A OFy AY
dSOdNAGe O2yO0OSNYyaQd 9EOSLIIAZ2Yya | NEBswh&&SASGB2 y (1S4 G S
presencesuch asaround the Galgala Hill&oods and supplies travel back and forth in Punti&#tl.

As per ACLED data, in the reference period (January @@20e 2021}Yhere werea total of 34
explosions/remote violence events the type IED, shelling, grenade and suicide bomb (among others

remote violence eventdh Bari and Nugal regionsesulting inl7 fatalities (Figurel9).1140

2.7 Somalland

For an overview of th8omalilandadministration in terms of1) relevant dynamics, territorial control,

and governance, (2) presence of state level armed forces, and (3) presence of other actors/forces
(federal, international, and local), see the EASO Country of Information repScimalia: Actor&luly
2021)114

Sool and Sanaagcontested regions are addressed in the chapter @ontestedareas between
Somaliland and Puntlan@bove)

2.7.1 Awdal

2.7.1.1Background

Awdal region shares international borders with Djibouti and Ethidmpiaclers the Gulf of Aden and
the region of Woqooyi Galbeed. It consists of four districts: Zeylac, Lukhaye, Baki and Borama. The
NEIA2YyQa OlmIAGlIt Aa . 2NrXYl @

Awdal is inhabited by th®ir clans Gadaburgalso known as Samaroon Gadabutsiand Issa(or
Ciise), with the regional capital Borama at the centre of the Gadabursi tertitory

According to the 2014 Population Survey Estimate by UNFPA and Somali authorities, Awdal had
673263 inhabitants in total, with 28821 people living in urbaareas, 14¥43 in ruraland233709
nomads!4s More recent population figures or estimates could not be fouRdr IDPs figures see
section below orinternal displacement

1138NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2621,

1139|nterview with international experVIIl, 3 August 221

1140EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
141EASQO, Country of Origin Information ReporSamalia: ActorsJuly 2021uyrl, pp. 108113

1142UNOCHASomalia Administrative Map, 31 July 204rT,

1143|nterview with Somalia clan expelbakim Gundel7 July 2021

1144EASOCO¥eport - Southand CentralSomaliaCountryoverview[clanmapsbasedon Lewis1955,Abikar1999],August
2014,url, pp. 5253

145UNFPA, Population Estimation Survey 2014, Somalia, Octoberi2D$4,31
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2.7.1.2Conflictdynamics

Actorsand control areas/influencel OO2 NRAYy 3 (2 &aSOdzNAGée SELISNI LLZ
aH{ KFol o aXNBEBESYOSADYI At yR O2yiNRfa GKS YStya 27
and western part)#s Other observers, however, maintathat AFShabaab has a quiet network in
Somaliland, mainly for purposes of finances and recruitment.

Conflict dynamicsAfter consulting a range of sourcand conducting expert interviewsery scarce
information could be foundbn major current conflct dynamics in Awdal

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (conflicts) were repmyrted
ACLEDNnon exhaustive list) in the region:

A Farah NufNoor)Gadabursi SuElanvs JibrikYonisGadabursi SuiSlan.On 13 April 2020armed
militia membersfrom the FarakNur militia attacked military officers manning a piece of land
disputed byJibritYonisin Borama towrii4s

A Reer Nur (Noor) Gadabursi SGkan Militia vs security forces of Somalilah 16 September
2020, an armed clash took place between ti@lmenfrom the Reer Noo(Samroon Gadabursi)
andthe Somaliland police in Borama tow?

2.7.13 Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;

Figurel2 on regional distribtion of A{ KI 0 | 6 Qa ZFigardlSoyf iegioSabdsifitiutiom of

Of Iy YAt AQALIFgel@hy? { SE/FA SyASty GRATaGNRAodziA2y 2F dzyAF
events.

Security incidents, violence against civilians, civilian casualties

In 2020 and in the first half of 2021, ACLED data indicate that Awdal administragjion recorded
the lowest number of security incidents as well as the fewest fatalitiesKgpeel0 and Figurell).
Between January and December 2020, four secuelgted incidents were reported in Awdal and
resulted in a total of one fatality. In the first six months of 2021, ACLED registered noysedated
incidents in Awdal regio(seeFigure68 and Figure7Q).11s0

1146 |nterview with Somali security expert I, 21 June 2021

1147Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

1148 ACLED, Somalia as of 30 June 2021, 8@MJ3sourceCaasimadg url

1149 ACLED, Somalia as of 30 June 2021, 20803 source: undisclosed sourcejl

1IS0EASO analysis based on publéhgilable ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 June 2021

143


https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/

H Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
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Figure68. Awdalg Evolution of security events coded battles, explosion/remote violence and violence against civilians from
1 January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED'ata.

Single security incidents took place in January and September 2020, respectively, and two incidents
were recorded in April 2020 (sédgure68). All incilents were coded as armed clashes and occurred

in Boroma difrict (seeFigure69). In each of the four cases, either a clan militia (two cases) or an
unidentified armed group (two cases) waCTOR 1 involved in the incident, targeting either the
Somali police forces (one case), the police forces of Somaliland (two cases), or the military forces of
Somaliland (one casei?

m Battles Explosions/Remote violence Violence against civilians
Boroma |
Zeylac
Baki
Lughaye
0 1 2 3 4 5

Figure69. Awdalg breakdown of security events pédistrict from 1January 2020 to June 2021, based on ACLED-#ata.

While no overall dataset could be found on the number of conflitdted civilian casualties (deaths
and injuries) in the regiorkigure70shows the numbers of incidents ardtimatedfatalities (without
distinction between civilian and necivilian) in Awdal region that have been recorded AgLED
between January 2020 and end of June 2081type of incident:

UL51EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
1152EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,
US3EASO analysis based on pelglavailable ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 30 Jurie 2021,
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Awdal Number of incidents Number ofestimatedfatalities
Battles 4 1
Explosions/Remote violence 0 0
Violence against civilians 0 0
Total 4 1

Figure70. Awdal- number of security incidents arfdtalities by type of incident for the period between January 2020 and
June 2021, based on ACLED dé&ta.

Reported security incidents

On 16September 2020, an armed clash betwabe Reer Noor sulzlan of the Samaroon clan and

the Somaliland police was reported in Boroma town. While ACLED did not record any fatzlivies,
news sources reported that at least one soldier was killed and two others were injured in the incident,
which was related to a case of disputed land ownership.

On 3September 2020, a Somali news website reported a bomb attack at the Somaliland Ministry of
Finance compound in Boroma that injured one employ&elhis incident, not recorded by ACLED,
could not be caoborated by other sources either.

Unidentified gunmen attacked the mayor of Boroma onAf@il 2020, leaving the mayor and his
family unharmedise

On 13April 2020, there was exchange of gunfire in Boroma town, when armed merHaoatNuur
subclan of Gdabuursi clan targeted military officers guarding land disputed by -Yibrils sub
clanizse

On 21January 2020, a police officer was shot and killed by unknown gunmen on the outskirts of
Boroma townt1eo

Among others, security incidents related to clan fticts do not always receive local media attention
and hence might go undeeported in Somaliae:

Other impacson civilian life

Gang rape and other forms of gendeased violence were reported to remain a problem in urban
areas of Somaliland, oftelmccurring in impoverished neighbourhoods and among immigrants,
returnees and IDPs& In July 2020, it was reported that the man who raped and murdered an
underage girl in Lughaye district in February 202@as sentenced to deaths For an overview on
womey Qa aAddzZ GA2Yy AIS{Sh @K |1 lohSSMNIBTIRNEd Rrdfil&s

1154EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 8@ June 2021,

1155 ACLED, Somali@é®M32030as of 30 June 202l

1156BBC Monitoring, Programme Summary of Somalia's Radio Kulmiye News 1700 gmt 16 S&eg@ni8er 2020;

Somali Dispatch, Somaliland: Troops attacked at check point near Borama, 18. Septemberl 2020,

wsf 2YLFfA ! FFEANRYE . 2Y0 FOadl O]l KAGa {2YFfAflyRQull aAyAadNRE 27
1158 ACLED, Somali@®M31158as of 30 June 202l

1159 ACLED, Somalia, SOM30940, as of 30 June @021,

1160Radio Mustagbal, Gunmen kill police officer in Somaliland, 2daig 2021; ACLED, Somalia, 30845 as of 30 June

2021,url

1161 Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

1162ySDOS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 MareH,302D
116350mali Dispatch, A Rapist killer arrested in Awdal, 18 February @020,

1164Somali Chronicle, Rape and murder suspect sentenced to death by firing squad, 20ulyl20
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https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SOMALIA-2020-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.somalidispatch.com/featured/a-rapist-killer-arrested-in-awdal/
https://somalilandchronicle.com/2020/07/03/rape-and-murder-suspect-sentenced-to-death-by-firing-squad/

In 2020, Somaliland authorities issued directiviesposing conditions on humanitarian aid
organizations, thereby potentially hampering humanitarian operatiofidg-or Awdal region, three
incidents of humanitarian workers being unable to access sites were reported irn#020.

Internal displacement

Between dnuary 2020 and May 2021, PRMNeported 11000 new displacemea from Awdal, with

over 1400 displacements in February 2020 alone. Of tB@@displacements in 2020, nearly all within
Awdal, drought was the main reason. In 2020, displacement for reastated to conflict was only
recorded in 10 cases within Boromaistrict. Between January and May 20210 new
displacements were registered in Awdal, of which again almost all were within the region. Of the 10
displacements caused by conflict and icsety, all departed from Boroma district to Lughaye district.

In 2020, ten displacements to Awdal were registered from Sanaag and four from Nugal. No newly
displaced people from other regions arrived in Awdal in the first five months of 2821.

Evictions

According to the NRC Eviction Information Portal, 18 cases of forced evictions were reported in Awdal

in 2020, resulting in the forced expulsion of 182 individuals. Between January ah@2021, 95

individuals were affected by nine cases of forced teuicin Awdal. All 27 reported forced eviction

OFLasSa AY Hnun YR Hnum 200dz2NNBR Ay . 2NRBYl RA&GNR
¢t yYRE2NRQ O0yAYyS OFaSavr W2gySNI RSGSt2LIYSyiQ o6F
respectivereasons for forced evictiors?

2.7.2 Wogooyi Galbeed

2.7.2.1Background

Wogooyi Galbeed region borders the regions of Awdal, Sanaag and Togdheer, the Gulf of Aden and
shares an international border with Ethiopia. It consists of three distréthiley, Hargeysa and
.SNDSNI & ¢KS NI Jigaz(alsQ dpelléd Hatgsa)l Hargdadis alsd tNeHcapital of
Somalilandi

Wogooy Galbeed is predominantly inhabited by the Habar Awal clan, in the area that stretches from
the coaston the Gulfof Adenup to the Ethiopian border. The other two main clans in the region are
Habar Yunis and Idagallas to the state capital, Hargeisa, iteighbourhoodsare strongly clan
related, with the town territory partitioned among the various clans and-slabs present in town:
mainly Habar Awal, Habar Yonidabar Jeeloldagalle, but also minority groups: For additional
details seeEASQ @Ol report orSomalia: Key socieconomic indicatorschapter on Hargeisar?

According to the 2014 Population Survey Estimate by UNFP3amndli authorities, Wogooyi Galbeed
had 1242003 inhabitants in totalamong whict802 740 people living in urban areas, 1382 in rural,
and 255761 nomadsi More recent population figures or estimates could not be fouRdr IDPs
figures see sectiobelow oninternal displacement

L65YUNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2081 p. 2; USDOS, 2020 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices: Somalia, 30 March 2021Section 5

1166 UNOCHASomalia; 2020 Humanitarian Access Overview, 8 April 2021 p. 1

1167 please note that the PRMN Dashboard displays rounded figures only

1168UNHCR, PRMN Dashbogr8omalia, as of July 202@]

1169NRC, Eviction Information Portal, Dataset, as of 29 June 2621,

1170 UNOCHA, Somalia Administrative Map, 31 July 20t Encyclopaedia Britannica, Hargeysa Somalia,urld.,

W7 nterview with Somalia clan expetbakim Gundel7 July 2021

1I72EASQO, Country of Origin Information ReportSmmalia: Key soci@conomic indicators2021,url

1173UNFPA, Population Estimation Survey 2014, Somalia, Octoberi2D$4,31
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2.7.2.2Conflictdynamics

Actors and control areas/influenc® ! OO2 NRAyY 3 (2 &SOdzNAGe SELISNI
aH{ KFol o aXNBEBESYOSADYI tAflIyR O2yiNRfad (GKS YSIya
and western part):”4 Other observers, however, maintain that-8habaab has a quiet network in
Somaliland, mainly for purposes of finances and recruitment.

Conflict dynanics After consulting a range of sources and conducting expert interviews, very scarce
information could be found on major current conflict dynamics in Wogooy Galbeed.

In terms of clan rivalries, during the reference period following disputes (confliet® reportedby
ACLEDNnon exhaustive list) in the region:

A Reer YoonifHabarJeeloys Ahmed FarafHabarJeelo). On 3 July 202@he two HabarJeelo sub
clanclashed militarilyn Beeyo Macan village near Berbera toReportediythe clash waselated
to a land dispute and ongoing clan revenge.

2.7.2.3Recent security incidents and trends

For regional comparisons of recent security incidents and trends see, among others, following figures:
Figurel0 on regional distribution of security eventSigurell on regional distribution of fatalities;
Figurel2 on regional distribution of Al KI 0 I | 6 Qa ZFigardlSoyf iegioSabdsifitiutiom of

LL:
2T

clanmif AGAI 8Q BgueteSy i NBBHESYYRT RAZGNROdzZIiAZ2ZY 2F dzy Ak

events.

Security incidents, violence against civiliargyilian casualties

While the Woqgooyi Galbeed administrative region ranked second to last in terms of both the number
of security incidents and fatalities in 2020 according to ACLED data, the region counted no security
incidents as well as no fatalitigsthe first half of 2021 (sefeigurel0andFigurell). Between January

and Decenber 2020, five security incidents, coded as battles, explogiortgher forms of remote
violence and violent act against civilians, were reported in Woqgooyi Galbeed, resulting in a total of
nine fatalities (seé-igure71 andFigure73).1177

1174 Interview with Somali security expert 1, 21 June 2021

1175Menkhaus, K., input from external review, 27 August 2021

1176 ACLED, Somalia as of 30 June 2021, 36MJ3source: undisclosed sourcejl

1177EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Somalia, as of 3@ June 2
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